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British Infantry Tank

The British tank design concept established in 1930s resulting tanks in three very different aspects:
light tanks for reconnaissance, cruiser tanks which were fast and mobile and infantry tanks to accompany
infantry to help them break through heavily defended areas in the enemy lines.

Although the Matilda’ s performance was porven in the Battle of France in 1940, yet its small turret
made a heavier gun impossible. Furthermore, its limited off-road speed was never considered satisfied.

Designed as the successor of Matilda, a new tank infantry prototype was introduced in November
1940, and the first batch of mass production tanks saw service in June the following year. This series
of tanks was named after Winston Churchill, who was appointed First Lord of the Admiralty at that time,
due to his contribution to the development of the tank as a weapon.

As an infantry tank, the Churchill features with heavy armours and reliable suspension systems,
equipped with 11 bogies each side, dispersing ground pressure. Early version Churchill tanks were
criticized its underpowered 2-pounder gun. While the war going, later version Churchill tanks were
upgraded with defensive and fire powers. For different purposes, the Churchill tank was used as a
platform for various conversions.

The 6-pounder was equipped with Churchill Mk. Il and IV, which made them possible to compete
with German medium tanks. Based on Mk. IV chassis, the Mk. V equipped with 95mm/L23 howitzer,
which is able to launch howitzer and smoke shells to against soft targets. For anti-tank tasks, its shaped
charge anti-armour shell is able to penetrate 110 mm homogeneous armour in effective. 241 Churchill
Mk. Vs were produced in 1943 and 1944; saw actions in Western Europe theaters.
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Churchill Infantry Tank

Churchill II
2-pdr gun x 1

2-pdr gun x 1
3 inch howitzer x 1

Churchill III
G-pdr gun x 1

3 inch howitzer x 1
2-pdr gun x 1
**3 inch howitzer in turret, 2-pdr in hull. Few built.

Churchill V

95mm howitzer x 1

Churchill VI

75mm gun X 1

Churchill VII

7omm gun x 1

Churchill VIII

95mm howitzer x 1
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@ 6th Guards Tank Brigade, Dutch, Oct. 1944
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