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The Mogami was commissioned on April 28, 2022, ushering in a new era of
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) defense ships as the first of its
eponymous Mogami class which was given a new FFM classification, signifying
its ships’ status as frigates (FF) with a multi-purpose brief including mine(M)-re-
lated duties. Compact compared to its predecessors at a displacement of 3,900
tons, construction costs for the Mogami are relatively low, and by integrating
navigation systems and automating the damage control system, Mogami class
ships are able to operate with a smaller crew. Visually the ships are to be a
significant departure from previous designs: for stealth purposes, slanted, flat
surfaces are used across the design, from the hull to the bridge and the mast,
and even the covers over the gunwale walkways, ship-to-ship missiles and the
funnel, leaving the ship extremely well-protected from detection on the sea. Its
pyramidal mast is fitted with various sensors and radar, and atop it sits the
unified complex radio antenna Unicom, which combines numerous antennae in
one housing and promises to reduce interference while further augmenting
stealth. As mentioned earlier, one of the major goals for the Mogami class is for
it to undertake minesweeping duties and its equipment endows it with significant
anti-mine capabilities: on-board is an unmanned underwater vehicle (UUV) that
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autonomously hunts mines under the surface and an unmanned surface vehicle
(USV) that can disable mines by dropping charges from above; using them, the
ship can neutralize areas of the sea without entering and risking danger to itself.
Mogami-class ships are the first JMSDF ships of significant size to employ a
combined diesel and gas (CODAG) propulsion system, and are to be given a
range of cutting-edge technologies. Twelve are planned in total, and they are
being rolled out with the Mine Warfare and Fleet Escort Forces, where it is hoped
that their state-of-the-art capabilities will prove a key asset in defense strategy
around the Japanese islands.

FFM-1 Mogami Specifications

@Displacement: 3,900 tons @Length: 133.0 meters @Output: 70,000PS
@Speed: approx. 30 knots (56km/h) @Crew: approx. 90

@Propulsion: CODAG (2 engines)

@Armament: L/62 5-inch gun x1, SeaRAM sea-to-sea missile system x1,
remotely controlled weapon stations x2, SSMS-3 quadruple missile
launchers x2, VDS TASS sonar system, mine-hunting sonar system, UUV x1,
USV x1, simplified mine-laying device, patrol helicopter x1
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A WARNING @If heating to modify, only do so to /\
sprues marked >PS<. Other sprues may emit harmful gas if heated. 7% e
A CAUT|°N @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a
child assembles the model. @When assembling this kit, tools including knives are
used. Extra care should be taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the
instructions supplied with paints and /or cement, if used {not included in kit). @Keep
out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to put any parts in their
mouths or pull vinyl bags over their heads. @Some parts have sharp edges. Take
care when handling.
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AS-7 @=1-IIIV5LA (USAAF) / Neutral gray (USAAF)
TS-6 @< F25v¥ / Matt black
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XF-56@ X% 2')v 77 LA [ Metallic grey
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Painting the FFM-1 Mogami

Since 2020, the JMSDF has emphasized low visibility for its defense ships, for
example making funnel tips the same gray as the hull instead of their previous
black. Commissioned in April 2022, the Mogami utilizes gray across the ship,
with sections such as the mast radar painted a slightly lighter gray. Instruc-
tions for painting details are given during assembly, and you can refer to the
packaging illustration as well.
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i @When no color is specified,

paint parts with hull color (AS-7).

DECAL APPLICATION

(DCut off decal from sheet.

(@ Dip the decal in tepid water for about 10 sec. and place on a clean cloth.
(3®Hold the backing sheet edge and slide decal onto the model.

(@Move decal into position by wetting decal with finger.

BPress decal down gently with a soft cloth until excess water and air
bubbles are gone.
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*Use extra decals as you like.
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paint parts with hull color (AS-7).
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% Paint Al in the same manner.
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Attaching hangar-top deck
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Attaching hangar
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*Attach as shown.
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Central superstructure
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Attaching central superstructure
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When attaching quadruple sea-to-sea missiles
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Attaching water line plate Apply instant cement.
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WCut off flag from sheet.
Aliach & w C32 using ghue.
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*Cut off flag from sheet.
Attach it to C32 using glue.
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