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Responding to a US Army call for a new twin-engined medium bomber
design, North American put maximum effort into what became known
within the company as the "NA-40" project. Successful flight tests for the
prototype were carried out on March 12, 1939 to favorable reaction from
the Army. Unfortunately, the plane was wrecked the very same day.
Despite the mishap, the Army was convinced of the basic strength of the
design and urged North American to keep up the good work. Only a day
earlier, the USAAC had announced a call for a medium bomber with even
more ambitious specs, this time requiring a top speed of at least 480km/h,
bomb load of over 3,000lbs and operational range of no less than
3,200km. Upgrading the NA-40 design, North American came up with a
new prototype it called the NA-62. The Army was suitably impressed
enough to order 140 of the newly designated B-25s on September 20,
1939. The B-25 employed the same basic features as the NA-40
prototype, including its twin-engined, twin-tailed airframe and tricycle
landing gear arrangement. New features included a larger fuselage cross-
section and the addition of waist and tail gunner positions. Main wing
roots were raised to a mid-fuselage position and the Wright Cyclone R-
2600-9 (1700hp) was adopted for the plane's engines. The design saw its
first combat when sixteen B-25Bs from the 17th BG were launched from
the carrier Hornet to strike Tokyo on April 18, 1942. The "Doolittle

Raid", as history would remember it, was the first of the war against the
Japanese homeland, and although the physical damage it caused was
small, it sent shockwaves through the nation. Nearly 11,000 B-25s of
various types were produced, and the aircraft has gone down in history as
the definitive American medium bomber of World War Two.

The B-25J went into production from December 1943 and became the
mainstay of B-25 production for the remainder of the war. The Plexiglas
nose of the type reflected the aircraft's principal role as medium altitude
bomber. Browning .50 caliber (12.7mm) machine guns were carried in
twin-gun "blister packs" on either side of the forward fuselage, and the top
gun turret was moved from the aft fuselage position of earlier models to a
new position right behind the cockpit. The B-25J was the last and also the
most produced Mitchell variant, with 4,318 aircraft rolling off the
assembly lines by war's end.

(Data B-25J) Length: 15.82m; wingspan: 20.60m; height: 4.98m; weight,

fully-loaded: 15,876kg; engine: Wright Cyclone R-2600-29 (rated at
1700hp at takeoff); top speed: 438km/h (at 3,962m); cruising range:
2,173km; armament: .50 caliber (12.7mm) machine gun x 12;
bomb/ordnance load: 3,0001bs, 5-inch rocket x 8.
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CAUTION: NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3
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ATTENTION: CE PRODUIT NE CONVIENT PAS A UN
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DE PETITE DIMENSION CONTENUES.
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HVOR DEM ZUSAMMENBAU ZU LESEN

@Bitte lesen Sie die Anleitung vor dem Zusammenbauen sorgfaltig durch.

@Verwenden Sie nur Kunststoffiebstoff und Kunststofflackfarben.

@Die geleerten Plastiktiten soliten zemissen und weggeworfen  wer-
den, um zu verhindem, daB Kleinkinder beim Spielen darin ersticken.

@Handhaben Sie Klebstoff und Lackfarben niemals in der Nahe von
offenen Flammen.

@Mit kiebemittel sparsam umgehen und wahrend des zusam-
menbaus fiir ausreichende ventilation sorgen.

BANTES DEL ENSAMBLAJE, LEA CUIDADO-
SAMENTE LO SIGUIENTE

@Antes del ensamblaje, estudie cuidadodamente las instrucciones.

@Emplee solamente cemento pléstioo y pinturas.

@Rompa y tire las bolsas de pléstico a fin de evitar que los nifios
pequefios puedan sofocarse jugando con ellas.

@®No emplee nunca cemento ni pinture cerca de llamas.

@Usare |'adesivo moderatamente e ventilare bene I'ambiente
durante la costruzione.

ELIRE CECI
MONTAGE

@Etudier attentivement les instructions avant le montage.

@N'utiliser que del'adhésif plastique et du vernis.

@Déchirer et jeter les sacs en plastiques vides pour éviter tout
danger d'étouffement pour les enfants.

@®Ne jamais utiliser d'adhésif ou du vermis prés d'une flamme.

@Utiliser le ciment avec modération et bien ventiler la piéce

AVANT D'EFFECTUER LE

BLEGGERE QUESTO PRIMA DEL MONTAGGIO

@Studiare attentamente le istruzioni prima del montaggio.

@Usare solo adesivo e vernici per plastica.

@Strappare e gettare le buste di plastica vuote per evitare il
pericolo di soffocamento per bambini piccoli.

@Non usare mai l'adesivo o la vernice vicino ad una fiamma.

@Utilice suficiente adhesivo y ventile bien la habitacion durante
la construccion.

pendant le montage.
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PARTS MAY BE TOO SHARP. MORE CAUTION AND CARE NEEDED FOR
FAMILIES WITH INFANTS.

5. DO NOT SWALLOW ANY PARTS AND CUT-OFF CHIPS. KEEP AWAY
FROM REACH OF CHILDREN.

6. WRONG OR CARELESS USAGE OF NIPPER, CUTTER, FILE ETC. MAY

HURT THE ASSEMBLER.

BE CAUTIONS AS FOLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS:

*DO NOT USE IN CLOSED ROOM TO AVOID POISONING/TOXIC.

*DO NOT USE NEAR FIRE TO AVOID FLAMMABILITY.

*DO NOT PUT ANY ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS INTO MOUTH AND EYE

IF MISTAKENLY PUT INTO, WASH OUT PROMPTLY WITH FULL WATER

CAREFUL READING OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN IN EACH HANDLING MANUAL./
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