The BA64B

The BA-64 was nicknamed the "Bobik™ by its crews, It had good traction but the chassis
was narrow and top heavy wiich made 1t prone to overturning on rough terrains. It was tight
internally and had a crew of two. One driver and a commander who also operated the
machine gun.

The production program for the BA-64 started in July 1941 and was manufactured by the
GAZ factory. It was mirodaced 1o the Red Army in the year of 1942, The BA-64 used the
same chassis as the GAZ-62 Light jeep. The design was influence by Germany's Sdkfz 222
armored car had sloped armor It depending on location, had 4mm to 15mm of armor
thickness. This gave 11 better protection.

A small turret was fitted on the holl and was armed with a 7.62mm DT machine gun. The
machine gun ring allowed 1t a 360 dezree rotation and the gun could be angled at a high
angle of clevation. This made 1t possible to engage with enemy troops located in tall
buildings. 1260 rounds where carmied for the gun. These superior qualities made ideal for
urban combat mission

After the BA's mass prodection an improvement program started to solve the problem of its
proneness to overturming. The result was the BA63B. It was based on the GAZ-67B light
Jjeep's chassis having 2 wader wheelbase. plus 2 shook absorbers. This improved its
steadiness and handlng.

Most of the BA6<'s served in reconnaissance units and as command cars. It was also used
for infantry fire support musssons. The BA-64s and BA-64Bs served in all fronts during
WWIL After the war the BA-63s and 64Bs also served in Poland, East Germany and
Czechoslovakia, some wers sent 1o China and North Korea, A total of 9110 units were
manufacturcd.
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