BOEING B-17C/D FLYING FORTRESS

In the dark days of 1941 immediately following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the public and press needed to
find an American hero of World War ll. Captain Colin P. Kelly furnished the press and radio with just an
incident when his B-17C aftacked a Japanese warship on December 10, 1941 resulting in his death while
allowing his crew members to escape the flaming plane.

At first, it was popularly reported that Captain Kelly had been awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor
for sinking a Japanese battleship. Later, when the facts became known, it was developed that he was
given the Distinguished Flying Cross for his attack on a Japanese minesweeper off the Philippine coast. Upon
returning to Clark Field after the bombing ‘attack, his aircraft was jumped by a flight of Japanese fighters
who shot down his plane. Captain Kelly stayed at the controls and gave his life while his crew parachuted to
temporary safety.

Ther'e has been much controversy over the correct markings for his plane, but eyewitness reports from
surviving crew members tell us the plane, serial number 40-2045 was bare metal with standard pre-war
markings. The only distinctive marking was the number "45" on the front half of the rudder.

This kit allows you to build either a B-17C or B-17D. The decal sheet contains the markings for Captain Kelly's
plane plus a colorful B-17D from the 436th Bombardment Group stationed at March Field in December 1941.

There was only 38 model C and 41 model D Flying Fortresses manufactured in 1940 and 1941. Twenty B-17C
aircraft were delivered to England; of the balance, many were destroyed on the ground at Pearl Harbor and
Clark Field in the Philippines. The few that survived fought bravely in those early dark days of the war.

From the outside, the difference between a "C" and a "'D" is in the engine cowlings; the "'D" has cowil flaps.
Internally, the "D" had more powerful engines and space for one additional crew member.
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@Landing gear and supercharger assembly @Engine and propeller assembly

Behind landing gear lights: Silver
Tire: Black B12 B-17D
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@Wing, elevator and canopy installation
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Final assembly

Tail wheel: Black
@ Bomb bay door interiors: Chromate green
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