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As a dual-role long range fighter for attack and interception was urgently needed, IAF 

ordered the F-15E in 1994. The F—151 - arguably the best of its type in the Middle

The Israeli Air Force (IAF) was the first foreign buyer of the F-15 fighter series. In 

1980’ s, IAF discovered its lack of capability in long range anti-ground attack missions. 

The gap was covered by acquiring the F-15 Fighters with its large weapon load and long 

range. The F-15s were modified to load precision-guided weapon such as GBU-15 and 

conformal fuel tanks (CFT) were added which were still under testing at the time. On 

October 1, 1985, in response to a terrorist attack, the Israeli air force carried out Opera-

tion “Wooden Leg” . The strike involved the bombing of PLO Headquarters in Tunis by 

F-15 Eagles. This was the longest combat mission ever undertaken by the IAF, a stretch 

of 2,300 kilometres, involving in-flight refuelling. As a result PLO headquarters and 

barracks were either destroyed or damaged. The action promoted USAF’ s project of 

F-15E. In the next year it beat the General Dynamics' competitor F-16XL and in 1988 

F-15E came into service.

Eastern arena - entered service in January of 1998, and became the lAF's leading 

aeroplane. It is a special version of the F-15E Strike Eagle that was designed specifically 

for Israel by McDonnell Douglas (now Boeing). It utilizes lots of special instruments 

designed by IAF themselves. Its tremendous payload capacity, combined with its 

advanced systems, enable it to carry out attacks with a large weapons load at long 

ranges and low altitude, 24 hours a day and in any weather conditions. Due to its high 

price (more than 1 billion USD each), only 25 aircraft were purchased. 24 planes entered 

the 69 "Hammers" Squadron, which is the combat unit with the longest history in IAF. The 

remaining one (No.201) was provided to 601 Squadron (Flight Test Center) in Tel Nof 

Airbase (Air Force Base 8) for weapon loading tests. The painting scheme of No.201 in 

the kit is for the aforementioned testbed F-151. On Jan 1, 1999, F-15ls in 69 "Hammers" 

Squadron completed training and the first combat missions were flown in Lebanon on 11 

January 1999. They attacked the terrorist in Lebanon with laser-guided bombs under 

target designation by AN/AAQ-13 LANTIRNAN navigation pods.
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NOTE:The fairing covers of real F-15l’s exhaust nozzle are made from 
carbon-fiber composite, so these‘turkey feathers’ are black.
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F-151 201-^a

F-151 Israeli Air Force Test & Evaluation Squadron(Manat in Hebrew),No.201 Tel-Nof AFB
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