Spad Xlll American Eagle 1142

FIRST, AFEW WORDS

The French SPAD S.XIll evolved as a development of the successful S.VII.

With the use of the more powerful Hispano-Suiza HS 8Be, developing 220hp (162kW), and later the HS 8BEe at 235hp (173kW), the main
drawback of inadequate single-gun armament could be addressed. The S.Xlll received two Vickers machine guns with 400 rpg. Chief designer of
the SPAD, Louis Bechereau, enlarged the airframe slightly, and also, generally strengthened it. The first prototype took to the air on April 4th, 1917
with Rene Dorme at the controls. Due to the heavier nature of the aircraft, some maneuverability was lost, but climb rate was improved upon, and
the maximum speed rose to 215 km/h. The initial series of the SPAD had rounded wing tips, but these quickly reverted to those used on the S.VII.

Performance of the new fighter was such that a large-quantity contract was immediately awarded. Nine manufacturers ultimately took part in
production: SPAD, A.C.M., Bernard, Bleriot, Borel, Kellner, Levasseur, Nieuport, and SAFCA. Besides the French air force, the SPAD S.XlIl also
saw service with the air forces of Great Britain, the USA, Italy, Belgium, and after the end of the First World War, Poland and Czechoslovakia.

NEKOLIK SLOV UVODEM

Francouzska stihacka SPAD S.XIII byl pfimym nastupcem uspésného S.VII. Diky pouziti silnéjSiho motoru Hispano-Suiza HS 8Be o vykonu
162 kW (220 k) a pozdéji HS 8BEe (173 kW/235 k) mohl byt odstranén nejvétsi nedostatek predchoziho typu - slabé vyzbrojeni jednim
kulometem. Letouny S.XIIl dostaly dva kulomety Vickers se zasobou po 400 ks nabojti na zbraii. Séfkonstruktér Spadu Louis Béchereau novy
drak oproti S.VII mirné zvétsil a celkové zesilil. Prvni prototyp S.XIll zalétl podporuc¢ik René Dorme 4. dubna 1917.

Novy stihaci stroj sice nebyl diky vétSi hmotnosti tak obratny jako S.VII, ale zlepSila se stoupavost a max. rychlost vzrostla na 215 km/h.
Prvni série S.XIIl mély kulaté konce kfidel, ty byly ale brzy zménény na hranaté po vzoru S.VII.

Vykony nového stihaciho stroje byly natolik pfesvédcivé, Ze byl ihned uzavien kontrakt na velké dodavky. Na téch se nakonec podilelo celkem
devét vyrobct (SPAD, A.C.M., Bernard, Blériot, Borel, Kellner, Levasseur, Nieuport a SAFCA). Kromé francouzského letectva slouzily Spady
S.Xlllivletectvech Velké Britanie, USA, Italie, Belgie a po skonéeni 1. svétové valky i v Polsku a Ceskoslovensku.

Edward V. Rickenbacker
94th Aero Squadron - Summer, 1918



ATTENTION * UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION *

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep
out of reach of smalll children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni ndvod. Pii pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti. Lepidia ani barvy
nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neniuréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poziti drobnych dilu.

lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d”assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture & proximité d’une flamme nue, et aérer la piece
de temps en temps. Garder hors de portée des enfants en bas dge. Ne pas laisser les enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les piéces, ou passer un
sachet vinylsurlatete.
Von dem Zusammensetzen die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farbe nicht nahe von offenem Feuer verwenden und das Fenster von Zeit zu
Zeit BelUftung 6ffnen. Bausatz von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Verhuten Sie, daB Kinder irgendwelche Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder Plastiktiten
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A Edward V. Rickenbacker, 94th Aero Squadron - Summer, 1918

SPAD Xl S4523 came from the production line at Kellner, and is representative of the camouflage scheme from this licensed producer.
This aircraft was flown by flight leader (and from September 25th, 1918, CO of 94th Aero Squadron) Captain Edward Vernon Rickenbacker
(26 confirmed kills). The 94th AS ‘Hat in the Ring” had SPAD XllIs in service from mid-July, 1918 till the end of the war. Asegment of the fabric
covering of S4523 with bullet holes in the form Iron Crosses on white circular patches is in the possession of the Ohio Historical Society.
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B Frank Luke, 27th Aero Squadron - September, 1918

One of the SPAD XllIs used over the course of September, 1918 by American balloon ace, Second Lieutenant Frank Luke, pilot with
the 27th Aero Squadron, USAS. All of his eighteen kills, including fourteen balloons, were gained by Luke between September 12 and 27,

1918, when he himself was killed. The SPAD shown sports one of two camouflage schemes used by the firm Bleriot. Frank Luke was not only
known as an excellent fighter pilot, but also as an overall undisciplined soloist.
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C Gorman de Freest Larner, 103rd Aero Squadron - Fall, 1918

Lieutenant Gorman de Freest Larner (from November 8th, 1918, Captain) flew SPAD Xl S2742 in the fall of 1918 with 103rd Aero Squadron.
Over the course of the war, he gained a total of seven confirmed victories, five of which were with the 103rd AS. SPAD XIII S2742 was built by
Bleriot, and as such, carries the same camouflage as the SPAD flown by Frank Luke. As a personal marking, Larner used the numeral ‘13,
which was carried by at least one previous SPAD flown with a previous unit, the French Escadrille Spa 86, where he gained his first two kills.
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D Jacques M. Swaab, 22nd Aero Squadron - Fall, 1918

SPAD XIIl S18869 is representative of the second color scheme utilized by Bleriot, where the right side of the fuselage carried a black
element. This SPAD, christened ‘Mayer III’, after the pilot’s father, was the last wartime aircraft flown by Lieutenant Jacques Michael Swaab
from the 22nd Aero Squadron, USAS. Lt. Swaab gained ten confirmed kills over the course of two months, September and October, 1918.
SPAD S18869 carries kill marks, a rare occurance in WWI, in the form of Iron Crosses placed around the unit marking on the fuselage.
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