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VHO (engine Heinkel)

He 280 (engine Heinkel) scale 1/72
The Heinkel Me 280 was the first jet powered fighter, although it never entered mass production.
The aircraft was ready before the first of the new generation of Heinkel engines, and so its first test flight,
on 22 September 1 940, was an empowered gliding lest. The first powered flight followed on 2 April 1 941 ,
and saw the V] lake to the air powered by two HeS 8 engines. This was followed by a demonstration flight
in front of Luftwaffe and Air Ministry officials on 5 April, which led to approval being given for Heinkel
to develop a new general of jet engines. When powered by the same engines the smaller lighter He 280
was faster as the Me-262, had a faster rate of climb, and a higher maximum ceiling, but it suffered some
problems with its tail, hod a shorter range than the Me 262 and was under-armed compared to the Me 262.
In 1 943 work on developing the Heinkel design as a production fighter aircraft came to an end, although
the aircraft continued to be used for development work and to test new engines. At least 100 test flights
were made between August 1 944 and early 1 945. Some of the experiments were made in an attempt to
solve some of the problems of high speed flight, and some to test a new ,vee' shaped tail that was being
designed for the He 1 62 and Me 262. Total was built 9 prototypes.
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