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Designed with nuclear attack capability in mind, the A-3
Skywarrior was one of the largest and heaviest aircraft to ever
operate from an aircraft carrier. Known as the “whale,” the
Skywarrior was in service with the U.S. Navy for over 30 yvears,
seeing action as a bomber, tanker, clectronic warfare platform,
transport, recon, plane¢ and in other roles. North American and
Douglas entered the Navy's competition to create
capable carrier-based strategic bomber in 1947, and Douglas won
a contract to produce prototypes on March 31, 1949, The original
prototype first flew on October 28, 1952 powered by J-40
engines, but their poor performance led to cancellation of the
project and production aircraft were powered by 9,700 Ib. static
thrust Prant & Whitney J-57-P-6s. These engines were mounted in
underwing pods. Both the main wings and vertical stabilizer of
the aircraft folded hydraulically for on-board storage.

a nuclear-

I'he A-3B (A2D-2)

A3D-1(A-3A)DIRMEEHE S, E8E L RET, B
BEPTI- VA 8J57-P-10ICBREALELAE, A3BBICR X
FLTMBBERMBBSHVET, ABRMEIRGE ., M2
ZOOERETIIAOCMNMLI S -EREL SRS RA-
SALREIRANMORBT Y, SRV EZRNOMNBAS » b E
RO, 2RRATO-TEEELDH»SEA T ICA
TIFLUMERROEN, ThCARIZPRRARE S
PrODFy FRMYFTEILIICHMBENLRETT
TEZPRRAREONER. BICWHBICEBEAEL L
CHS5A3BYIRARY, HMATIIZ1053F D 51958 % TIC
164REEZNEL L,

A-3Bix.

(7¥—%) A-3B
TR 3B, 288 210m (ERITY) 12 1-48 147m). €&
2266m. £%6.95m (EMRRFY L -485506m), BE .

h&&KA v b =—P&W J-57-P-
MRFT : 19528106288

17,870kg. LT : T35y
10x 2%, #h : 1% 10,5001b.

The A-3B incorporated numerous structural changes over the A-
3A in order to permit storage of greater and more varied
armaments. This version was also powered by the J-57-P-10
engine, which produced 12,400 1b. of static thrust. The first 123
examples of the A-3B, except for the changes above, was virtually
identical to the A-3A. Starting with the 124th aircraft, however,
the Skywarrior was modified to be capable of refueling in-flight,
as well as serving as a tanker with the addition of a refueling
package 1o the bomb bay. Most of the early production examples
were eventually modified in this way as well. From 1953 1o 1958,
164 examples of the A-3B were completed.

Data (A-3B): Crew: 3; Length: 22.66m; Wingspan: 22.10m
(14.7m when folded); Height: 6.95m (5.06m when fin folded);
Weight: 17.870kg: Engines: Pratt & Whitney J-57-P-10 x 2,
12,400 Ib. static thrust; Fixed armament: 20mm cannon x 2 in tai
turret (excluding final 21 aircraft). First flight: October 28, 1952
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Main wing & Hrizontal stabilizer Installation
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Nose gear Installation
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