P-38J LIGHTNING “DOWN BEAT"

LOCKHEED MARTIN, P-38 Lightning, [associated emblems and logos, and body designs of vehicles] are either registered trademarks or trademarks of
Lockheed Martin Corporation in the USA and/or other countries, used under license by Hasegawa Corporation.
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Although the P-38J was not the most widely produced version
( 2,970 ) of this famous fighter, it was the "I" model that first
showed the true potential of this outstanding, single seat
fighter aircraft. The P-38 was designed in 1937 by Clarence
L."Kelly" Johnson, for the Lockheed Aircraft company in
Burbank, California. It went into production in August 1940,
and shortly following its introduction into combat in Europe,
received the nickname of "Forked Tailed Devil" by Germany,
because of its twin boom layout and destructive firepower.
This unusual twin boom format was chosen by Johnson to
provide two engines, so that the U.S. Government speed and
climb to altitude requirement could be met for a new U.S.
Army Air Corps fighter. The P-38J-LO series began coming
off Lockheed production lines in June 1944, but only the last
210 "J" models produced contained all of the modifications
that made it such a fantastic long range fighter. Most of the
earlier produced "J" versions were retrofitted with the
modifications in the field, such as Mach limiting dive brakes.
aileron boost, improved cockpit heating, cooling, etc. Many
versions of the P-38 saw active service with allied air forces
throughout the world, as it was the first high altitude, long
range fighter to enter combat following the outbreak of
hostilities. It proved its true worth during the Mediterranean
and South Pacific operations where its superior firepower,
extra long range and reliability gave "ACE" status to many
allied fighter pilots.

DATA: Crew: 1; Length: 11.53m; Wingspan: 15.85m; Height:
3m ; Wing area: 30.4m? Gross weight: 7,.940kg: Engines:
Allison V-1710-89 left and -91 right; Horsepower: 1,600 each
at 8,230m; Speed: 666km/ h; Fixed armament : 12.7mm x 4;
20mm AN-M2 cannon x 1; Prototype XP-38 first flown: 27
January 1939
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H[]in painting indication is the numberof GBI Creas Aqueous Hobby Color, while {llis
that of Mr. Color. Glue is not included in this kit.

H] bei Bemalungshinweisen ist die Nummer der Aquecus - Hobby - Colar von GSI
Creos, wahrend [l den Ton der Farbserie Mr. Color  anzeigt Im Bausatz ist kein
Klebstoff enthalten.

Sur le guide de peinture, Hl correspond au numéro de couleur GSI Creos
AQUEOUS HOBBY COLOR. alors que Ell corespond & Mr. COLOR, Ls colle n'est
pas fournie dans ce kil

H[1l nella indicazione della pittura & il numero della G5 Creos del colore ad acqua
per Hobby, mentre e quelle di Mr. Color. La colla nen é inclusa nella scatola di
montaggio.

HIT] en indicaciones de pintado. Este es el numers de GSI Creos Aqueous Hebby
Color, mientras |l es el de Mr. Color. El pegamento no esta incluido en el kit
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284 49th Fighter Group, 9th Fighter Squadron, Frown by Maj. Richard Ira Bong
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4 This marking chart has been reduced by 60% in the side view and 35%
in the top views from 1/48 scale.




