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VF-194 “Yellow Devils,” USS Boxer, Kor
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The WF-184 “Yellow Devils” flew AD-dMAs, an AD-40), and a couple of AD-dLs on their second Korean combat deployment in 1953
as part of Air Task Group One (ATG=1) on the USS Boxer. The AD-4MAS were AD-4N night fighters with the radar equipment and
ancillary equipment removed to lighten the aircraft for the day attack rele (night attack missiens on this cruise were flown by the
AD-ANs of VC-35 and FAL-5Ms of VC-3). The AD-40) alsa had the electronic countermeasures equipment removed and was used as
d slraigint attack arcraft

Pilots did not have individual aifframes assigned, so everybady in the squadron flew every aircraft. Gary Witters flews both of these

aircraft in combat during this cruise. Several other squadron ADs carried nose art as well as the two provided here. The yellow
lightning bolts were added during the course of this cruse. You'll note the white "NANY ™ under 1r e left wing was normally as
shiown on the drawings above; however, the AD-4L (#419) at the right has a much smaller version that fits entirely outboard of the

auter bomb pylon

The usual weapons load (per the preferences of 7th Fleet commander Admiral focke Clark) was a 2,000 |b. bomb on the centerline
rack and a 1,000 Ib. bomb on each inboard wing rack, .-fc'm wit t 550 s of 20mm ammunition for the
cannons. However 1N I bat, one aircr |J[t n each sectior r Tour FZI!-:!I'l"S carred a large air lZ!'(ZI;ZIFZlnliI.I .-
yellow sunvival pack on the left outboard pylon

aAlr=5Nd

Cutting Edge Modelwerks produces a resin AD- 30677 backdate set which ingluds ‘5 the prominent “car doors” of the AD-3N,
AD-4N and AD-dMA, and the more streamlined inboard bomb racks ot the -I.I"' 1 thru AD Ve also include front § |~-=I.-1",:= and
lower center wing sections without the massive armor plating, The armor e s show many of the VF-154
planes had it removed, although some had full armor and some had only the cer
417 had armor plate installed). This set is also useful for madeling later Skyrasders {AD-6 & AD-T) that had their armor removed
tcommon in the late 1950s and early 1960s). A fully detailed resin cockpit for the ;:-.'_--'.; etnam Skyraider (e.g., with a standard
metal seat, not the Yankee Extraction System epection seat) 15 availlable in set CECA810:
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General Notes e

* Removable armor plate was added as the result of combat losses in Korea and was added as retrofit
kits to the AD-4s (and presumably AD-3s, if any were still flying combat) starting in 1952. The AD-6
and AD-7 were built from the beginning to accept the bolt-on armor plating. Rausa’s book has an
excellent description of how and why the armor plating was developed and the subterfuges involved
in getting it applied to the fleet’s aircraft.

* Note the different antenna configurations on the various aircraft.

AD-4NA, VF-194

¢ These birds were AD-4NAs (AD-4N night attack aircraft with the equipment for the equipment oper-
ator removed; functionally equivalent to standard AD-4s). They had the "“car doors” on both sides of
the fuselage, and neither aircraft had yet been fitted with the bolt-on armor plating. To accurately
model these aircraft, use Cutting Edge Modelworks CEC48119 Skyraider Non-Armor Conversion
(see below).

AD-6, VA-85

¢ This was an absolutely stock AD-6 with armor and the standard aluminum bucket seat (not the
Yankee seat).

¢ These planes also served as refuelers in the Med in the early 1960s.

A-1TH, Camouflage Test VA-115 Bird

* This scheme was part of a Navy camouflage tested on the USS Constellation and USS Kitty Hawk off
Vietnam in 1966. It has been reported that water-based paints were used and the schemes were
removed before the end of the cruise.

¢ Undersides were standard ANA 511 Insignia White. While there has been some discussion of the
exact shades used for the topside colors, contemporary documentation indicates FS 34102 and FS
34079 were used, so that's what we recommend.

* This plane had the standard aluminum bucket seat (not the Yankee seat).

* Use standard size (large) insignia for upper left and lower right wing (see decal CED48099, Skyraider
Stencils & National Insignia) and the small (15") national insignia on this sheet for the fuselage.

AD-6, AES-12

* This aircraft was painted with International Orange paint; it has been reported that some aircraft
used Fluorescent Orange, but we cannot confirm this. In any case, the orange paint was extremely
unstable and faded, spotted, ran, and generally looked like hell within a very short time. So, feel free
to weather the orange areas!

¢ This plane had the standard aluminum bucket seat (not the Yankee seat).

Applying the Decals

You probably already know all this stuff, so feel free to use your regular process; however, if you're new

to aftermarket decals, here goes:

* Generally, use the Microscale Finishing System. We don't recommend extremely strong decal solvents
such as Solvaset.

* Your model must have a smooth, glossy surface, as decals won't adhere well to matte surfaces. Use
gloss paints or your favorite clear gloss overspray over matte or semigloss paint.

* Cut each subject out without trimming off the slight excess film (this helps the decal film disappear
when dry).

* Put the decal in warm water that has a drop or two of liquid dishwashing soap or photo-flo for 10
seconds.

* When the decal will slide off the backing paper without forcing it, apply it to the proper position on
your model. Slide the backing paper out from underneath.

* Gently blot off excess water and smooth out bubbles under the decal surface. If you wish, carefully
brush on a mild decal softener such as Micro-Sol.

* When all decals are completely dry, gently wash off all excess decal adhesive.
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