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Production of the German Tiger tank began in August of 1942 and 1,350 of these armored
vehicles were completed by the end of production two years |ater. The Tiger was the result of
several developments in tank daesign. In 1937 Henschel developed a 30-30 ton tank which
was intended to replace the Pzkw IV then in service. In May, 1941 a request for a 45 ton tank
was submitted 1o Henschel and Porsche. Prototypes of this tank were to be built by each of
the companies and be ready for evaluahon by Hitler's birthday, April 20, 1942 Trials and
comparsons were to take place before the Fuerher on this date. The Henschel tank was a
development ot the 30-30 ton design which had been enlarged to include the best features of
this and later design studies. Both of the prototype tanks were ready for the evaluation on
Hitler's hirthday and, following the testing, the Henschhel design was judged the best of the
two. Henschel received a production arder under the designation Panzerkamptwagen VI
The early Tigers carried armor up to 100 mm thick and were the first tanks to feature overlap-
ping road wheels for better load distribution. In combat the Tigers proved to be efficient and
eftective weapons against the allies and many Tigers were in use until the final German
surrender
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