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Since WWII, the self-propelled guns in the United States Army inventory have been developed from tank chassis. Operationally, such
chassis could not fulfill the requirements for mounting a howitzer. Moreover, they lacked armor protection for its crew.

At the end of WWII, the Cold War heightened. In response, the Army expressed a need for new, fully armored, tracked type, self-propelled
artillery during a meeting in Washington in January of 1952. Development of such concept commenced soon after the meeting. The design
consisted an aluminum-alloyed chassis with amphibious capability and a turret with 360°traverse which carried either a 110mm or a 156mm
barrel. Two variants differing only in armament were designated T195 and T196. The barrel sizes were later replaced with the more
traditional 105mm and 155mm, respectively.

The T196E1 with a 155mm barrel and officially designated the M109 began production in 1961 following improvements to both its diesel
power train and suspension systems.

The M109 howitzer was first deployed to Vietnam in June of 1966; often to fire support bases. By 1968 as many as 108 M109s, which
utilized a 23 caliber cannon, had been deployed. To increase firing range, the cannon relied on a stronger propellant, which caused
corrosion inside the barrel thus shortening the cannon” s useful life. The problem was solved by adapting a cannon with 39 caliber. The
new vehicle was designated the M109A1. Existing M109s were later upgraded to M109A1 standards. The short-barreled M109 was in
production until 1969 with a total of 3786 units produced. Among them 1675 units were exported. West Germany received the most exported
units.

Between 1964 and 1972 West Germany purchased 586 M109A1" s and -A2" s from United States. Post procurement modifications
included a new cannon barrel from Rheinmetall, which consisted of a horizontal sliding gun breach and a new muzzle break. The new cannon
was capable of firing up to six rounds per minute at a range of 18,500 meters. In addition, the firing control system was switched to a
German designed unit and a three-barreled smoke launcher was installed on each side of forward turret. The commander s cupola was
changed to the same unit used on the M113 troop carrier and the original Browning M2 machine gun was replaced by a German MGS3.
Lastly, a new designation (M109G) was given to the modified vehicles. The M109G served the German Army throughout the 1980" s of the
last century and was succeeded by the long barreled M109A3GA1.
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MI109 155mm self-propelled howitzer

forms the backbone of US Army artillery units.

M108 105mm self-propelled howitzer (1963)

M109 (1962) Share the same chassis and turret as M109
The maximum range 14,600 meters. US Army use 155mm as the g SRR
" v mainstream artillery equipment, &,
therefore M108 only produced
in small numbers.
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West German Army version <

Distinguished by unique designs such

as short barrel, and lock bolt. Like M109Al,

M109A1 (1970) its maximum range is
18,000 meters.
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new gun mount and

M109AL Israeli Army version

Incorporated addition equipment such ;"' lock bolt. The maximum
as external machine gun mount y S W _ range extends to

and ammo carriers, based @R Bl 4,0(')0 meters

on combat DTy X D \&¥ with Rocket

%

; . Vv Assisted

experience. Sssanis, s an
P ;'(Lﬂ: ; :3':; % },,"-' Projectiles
A AT AT A S ’ rounds.

PzH74
Used by the Swiss Army.
Based on M109A1 with new
- loading system, rate of
: fire is improved to

6 rpm
(from M109A1’s 4 rpm).

M992
Field Artillery Ammuniti
Support Vehicle 7
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The newest
member in M109 family,
the maximum range
is 30,000 meters.

It can transfer 8 round per minute to
M109 through its back door.
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German Army M109G
5 (Early version)
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Notice: To match this sprocket
wheels, must purchase additional
AFV CLUB product No.
AF 35335 T-136 track.
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@ PzArtBtl 365, Bad Mergentheim, 1983.
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/ Body Color: g Olive drab (2)
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Brigade Nord, Norwegian Army.
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% Body Color: . Russian green(1) ’ Russian green(2)
‘ Sandy yellow . Flat black
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