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* MAKE SURE TO READ IN-

BEFORE ASSEMBLING.

WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILD-
REN AGED 12 OR YOUNGER

1. THIS BEING AN ASSEMBLY KIT. READ THE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE ASSEMBLING

2. TEAR UP AND THROW AWAY THE PLASTIC BAGS CONTAINING KIT PARTS AS CHILDREN
MAY SUFFOCATE BY SWALLOWING OR WEARING OVER HEAD

3. CUT THE PARTS OFF PROPERLY AND THROW THE WASTE PARTS INTO DUSTBOX AT ONCE

STRUCGTIONS LISTED BELOW 4. DO NOT PLAY WITH THE PARTS FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE AS SOME PARTS MAY BE TODO
SHARP MORE CALTION AND CARE NEEDED FOR FAMILIES WITH INFANTS

5 DO NOT SWALLOW ANY PARTS AND CUT-OFF CHIPS KEEP AWAY FROM REACH OF CHILDREN

* ADULT SUPERVISIOR SHOULD & whoNG OR CARELESS USAGE OF NIPPER, CUTTER, FILE ETC. MAY HURT THE ASSEMELER

7.BE CAUTIONS AS FOLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES ANDVOR PAINTS:
ALSO READ INSTRUCTIONS +D0 NOT USE I CLOBED ROGHM TO AVOID FOISORING/TOXIC
* DO NOT USE NEAR FIRE TO AVOID FLAMMABILITY.
* DO NOT PUT ANY ADHESIVES ANDVOR PAINTS INTO MOUTH AND EYE IF MISTAKEMLY
PUT INTO, WASH OUT PROMPTLY WITH FULL WATER AND CONSULT A DOCTOR
8. USE TOOLINGS, ADHESIVES, PAINTS, BATTERIES ETC. PROPERLY AFTER

7
N

NS

CAREFUL READING OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN IN EACH HANDLING MF-HUAL_:};
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The Brewster F2A Buffalo was the U.S. Navy's first
monoplane fighter, an all-metal (except for control
surfaces), mid-wing aircraft with retractable landing
gear. However, despite this important first, and its
notable service record in Finland, history has not
been kind to the Buffalo.

The Buffalo prototype first flew in January 1938,
and numerous changes were made before 54 of the
F2A-1 production version were ordered. 11 of these
equipped VF-3 on Saratoga in the summer of 1939,
and the other 43 were shipped to Finland, which was
now fighting off the Soviet Union.

A new rudder and more powerful Wright R-1820-40
engine (1,200hp) were the major changes in the
F2A-2, of which the Navy ordered another 43. In
addition, Britain ordered 170, Belgium 40, and
Dutch East Indies Air Force 72.

Service with the U.S. Navy had shown the landing
gear to be too weak for carrier service. Modifications
to the gear, additional armor plating, and a stretched
nose to accommodate another fuel tank were
implemented to create the F2A-3, of which the Navy
ordered another 108, but these changes simply added
weight to the Buffalo and exacerbated its principal

problems: It was overweight, underpowered, and had
too little wing area. Eventually, Navy Buffaloes were
all transferred to the land-based Marine Corps, while
the Grumman F4F Wildcat became the principal
carner fighter.

The Buffalo's shoricomings proved fatal in combat.
British Buffaloes in Singapore, Java and Manila
were all destroyed by far-superior Japanese A6M
Zeros and Ki-43 Hayabusas ("Oscars”) by March of
1942. And in its first and last combat action in
American hands, VMF-221 on Midway saw the bulk
of the squadron quickly shot down by Zeros during
the battle for the island in June of 1942.
Nevertheless, in the hands of Finnish pilots, the
Buffalo fought extremely well against the Soviet Air
Force for nearly three years, with the Finns claiming
496 Soviet planes downed for the loss of just 19
Buffaloes.

DATA: Crew: 1; Wingspan: 10.67m; Length: 7.8m;
Height:3.63m; Gross Weight: 2,473kg; Engine:
Wright R-1820-40 (1,200hp); Max. Speed: 553kph;
Fixed Armament: 4 x .50 cal. (12.7mm)
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