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The Schwerer Wehrmachtsschlepper was developed as a cheap solution to fill the gaps between the
light (Sd.Kfz. 250/251) and heavy halftracks (Sd.Kfz. 6/7/9). Adesign order was issued personally by
Hitler on May.7.1942, for the immediate demand of such vehicle on the eastern front.

The sWS was developed and built by B ii ssing-NAG, with the first prototype completed in spring 1943.
Majority of the vehicles were produced by the Ringhofer-Tatra factory in Tsjechoslovakia.. 3 basic variants
existed: an unarmored prime mover, an armored version, and a mobile air defense platform. The unarmored
version also featured a cabin design resembling that of a truck.

The vehicle had a simple design for the purpose of conserving resources, but was further simplified
towards the end of the war,. The sWS vehicles featured great mobility and loading capacities, but only
820 were completed by the end of world war II.

sWS infrared searchlight carrier was proposed by the German to be incorporated into their night fighting
groups, with a 60cm infrared searchlight mounted on the armored version of sSWS. The design also featured
a 20cm infrared lamp and a F.G.1250 infrared night vision scope for the driver.
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