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History Notes researched by Jorge Raul Figari, Buenos Aires, Argentina
@ In themid 1960s the Argentine Air Force issued a specification for a new ground attack aircraft that would be capable of providing close air support
forthe Army. The requirement was handed overto the Air Force owned Fabrica Militar de Aviones (FMA).
The proposal formally presented to the Air Force on January 29 1968 was for a twin-turboprop, two seat, low wing and T-tailed aircraft that would be capable
of low and slow flight in order to accomplish its required mission.
By August 20 1969, the first prototype made its initial flight, powered by Garret TPE-331-U303 engines. Two more protoypes would follow but problems
with the American engine and some strained relations with the U.S. led to the adoption of French Turbomeca Aztazou engines. Shortly after, it was suggested
by the wife of one of the flight test pilots, 1st Lieutenant Digier, that the aircraft be named after the local Quechua indian tribe word for “fortress”. This name,
Pucara, was accepted. The first production example flew for the first time on November 14 1974, by which time a Pucara Task Group was preparing the base
they were destined to operate from: Base Aérea Militar (BAM) Reconquista, in the provice of Santa Fé.
By the time the first two Pucaras, A-501 and A-502 arrived at the base on August 27 1975, the country had been steadily suffering from the infiltration of
communist guerrillas, mainly from neighbouring Bolivia, in the northemn border areas of Argentina. The Argentine Army managed to get authorization to
mount Operacién Independencia (Operation Independence) to remove the threat from Argentine soil. During the successful operation, four Pucaras operated
in support of the Army from the Military Aviation School in the province of Cérdoba. Tension with neighbouting Chile at the end of 1978 saw the Air Force
deploy all it's Pucaras to two bases in Patagonia: BAM Puerto Santa Cruz in the province of Santa Cruzand BAM Fuerte General Roca in the province of Rio
Negro. Fortunately common sense prevailed and the aircraft returned to normal status shortly thereafter, but the crisis served to prove that both the aircraft and
persormel could be considered operational. By 1982, the military government that had overthrown the previous inept civilian government was in decline and
the Army and Navy commanders organized the taking of the Malvinas (Falkland) Islands to improve their image, never anticipating that Great Britain would
mount a huge effort to retake the islands. No matter how just one may consider the cause, it is very sad that such a conflict could have ever taken place, and the
Air Force was forced by the events to provide full support for the ensueing operations. After the taking of the Islands in April 2 1982, it was found that few
combat aircraft could be sent to operate from them after capture, due to inadequate facilities and nmways. However, the Pucara was found to be one of them,
due to it's ruggedness and strong undercarriage. In peacetime service, the Pucard was always left in a natural metal finish, but all aircraft operating in the war
theater were ordered to be camouflaged, so they received a coat of light brown, light green and light blue. Only three Pucaras were actually shot down during
combat: one by a Stinger missile, one by a Sea Harrier and the other by small arms fire. Foreign operators are the Uruguayan Air Force and the Sri Lankan Air
Force, the latter having seen combat themselves against Tamil rebels and suffered the loss of two of its Pucaras. Colombia is returning the three Pucarés that
were donated by the Argentine Government in 1989, due to lack of spares and funds to maintain such a small force. Production ended in October 1988,
teaching 108 aircraft and three prototypes. A few aircraft were delivered to the Air Force as late as 1996 however, with three aircraft still remaining
undelivered due to lack of funds. Taking this into account, there is no doubt the Pucard will remain an Argentine Air Force asset for years to come.
Technical Specifications: Span 47 ft 6in (14,50 m), Length 46 ft 9 in (14.25 m), Height 17 ft 1 in (5.36 m), Maximum speed 466mph (750km/h), Range 2002
nautical miles (3710km).

@ V poloviné Sedesatych let vydalo Argentinské vojenské letectvo novou specifikaci na bitevni letoun vhodny pro podporu pozemnich jednotek.

Poadavek byl pfedan tovarmn& Fabrica Militar de Aviones (FMA), kter4 se ujala konstrukee tohoto nového bitevniho letounu.

Névrh formalné predloZeny Argentinskému vojenskému letectvu dne 29.ledna 1968 pfedstavil dvoumotorovy, dvousedadlovy turbovrtulovy dolnoplo$nik s

ocasnimi plochami ve tvaru,, T, ktery m&l byt schopen bojovych operaci v ptizemnich vySkach pfi sni¥ené letové rychlosti.

Prvni prototyp pohan&ny motory Garret TPE-331-U303 vzlétl 20.stpna 1969. Nasledovala vyroba dal¥ich dvou prototypit. Dal’i vyvoj letounu IA-58 byl

ovlivnén problémy s americkymi motory, a také vzristajicim nap&tim ve vztazich s USA, tak¥e bylo rozhodnuto o zistavb¥ francouzskych motorii

Turbomeca Aztazou. Krétce potom byl letoun na navrh manZelky jednoho ze zkusebnich pilotd, 1.Li Digiera, pojmenovan ,,Pucard®, coZ v jazyce
istniho indisnského kmene Quech a,,Pevnost“.Prvni sériovy letoun vzlétl 14.11.1974, a to v dob¥, kdy byla ptipravovéana leteck4 zékladna, Base

Area Militar (BAM) Reconquista v provincii Santa Fé, ze které mély letouny 1A-58 Pucara v budoucnu operovat. Prvni dva letouny Pucar4, A-501 aA-502,

dorazily na zikladnu v dobé, kdy zem& trp&la pronikénim komunistickych bojivek, a to pfedeviim ze sousedni Bolivie na severni hranici Argentiny.

Argentinska armada dostala souhlas s provedenim operace ,,Operacién Independencia®, zam&fené na odstran&ni tohoto nebezpeli z argentinského tizemi.

Behem této isp&3né operace pak operovaly 4 Ietouny Pucara ze zikladny Letecké vojenské Skoly v provincii Cordoba, Kviili napéti se sousedni zemi Chile

byly koncem roku 1978 viechny letouny Pucaré pfesunuty na dva zakladny v Patagonii. Napjata situace se brzy uklidnila a tak se letouny vratily na svou

piivodni zékladnu. V roce 1982 zna&né poklesla popularita nové vojenské vlady, kter4 svrhla pfedchozi civilni vladu. Vojenska vlada hledala zpiisob, jak

zvysit svoji popularitu mezi vefejnosti a tak arméadni a vojenské veleni naplanovalo (itok zaméfeny na obsazeni Falklandskych ostrovii (Malviny), nakteré si

Argentina &inila narok. P planovani této operace si vedouci vojeniti predstavitelé nijak neptipoustsli moZnost, %e by se Velka Briténie odhodlala k

masivnimu protiftoku, zaméfeném na zp&tmé dobyti ostrovil. Argentinské vojenské letectvo bylo nuceno se této pochybné operace aktivng ziéastnit. Po

obsazeni Falklandskych ostrovii 2.4.1982 bylo zjidténo, %e na Malviny miiZe byt pfesunuto pouze ndkolik vojenskych letount, schopnych bojovych

operacich zdobytého Gzemi.

Nedostatetna technicka vybavenost z&kladen a $patny stav letitnich ploch znaéné& omezovala pouiti letount k obrang ziskaného izemi, a tak letouny Pucara

byly jedny zméla strojit schopnych operovat ze zakladen na Malvinéch, ato pfedeviim pro svoji odolnou konstrukei a pevny podvozek

V mirovych dobéch letouny Pucaranebyly opatfeny Zidnoukamufla¥, alétaly v piivodni barvé kovu,

Vechny letouny, které se zi&astnily bojovych operaci, byly podle rozkazu pfestikany kamuflanimi barvami, a to svitle hn&dou, sv&tle zelenou a svétle

modroubarvou. 3

BEhem bojovych operaci v oblasti Malvin byly sestfeleny pouze tfi letouny Pucara, jeden stroj raketou Stinger, jeden letounem Harrier, a jeden sttelbou

ruénich zbrani.

Zahrani¢ni uZivatelé letount Pucara se staly vojensk4 letectva Uruguaye a Sti Lanky. Vojenské letectvo Sri Lanky letouny Pucara nasadilo v bojich proti

Tamilskym rebeliim a b&hem bojovych operaci byly dva letouny Pucaré ztraceny. Tti letouny Pucara byly vénovény v roce 1989 Kolumbijskému letectvu,

které je nyni vraci zpét do Argentiny a to z ditvoditnedostatku nahradnich dilti a finan&nich prostfedkii nutmych pro jejich Gidrzbu.

'Vyroba letounti Pucaré byla ofici4lng ukondena v fijnu 1988, a celkovy podet vyrobenych strojit doséhl poétu 108 kusii sériovych stroji plus ti prototypy.

Poslednich ngkolik kust bylo viak dodéno aZv roce 1996, a tfi dalii stroje nebyly dosud dokondeny pronedostatek finandnich prosttedki.

Zdase, Ze letouny Pucard nezmizi zvlastnictvi Argentinského vojenského letectva ani v nadchézejicich1étech.

Technickétidaje: Rozp¥ti 14,50 m. Délka 14,25 m. Vy¥ka 5,36 m. Max. rychlost 750 km/hod. Max.dolet 3710km.
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NOTES ABOUT COLOURING
poznamky ke zbarveni

Up until 1982, the landing gear struts AZ do r. 1982 byly vzpéry podvozku
were painted in light grey FS 16515 0or  natirany svétle Sedou FS 16515 barvou
in lustreless aluminium finish. nebo mély matny hlinikovy povrch.
After the 1982 war, the landing gear Po valce v r. 1982 byly natfeny velmi
struts were painted in very light green  svétlou zelenou barvou podobnou
similar to the "Duck Egg Blue". "barvé kachnich vajec".

All the landing wells and doors were Podvozkove Sachty a kryty mély matny
painted in lustreless or flat aluminium.  hlinikovy povrch.
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IA-58A Pucard, No 227, Escuadién Aéreo N°1 [Ataque), Fuerza Aeréa  IA-58A Pucard, No 227, Escuadrén Aéreo N°1 [Ataque), Fuerza Aeréa
Uruguaya, 1983. Uruguayské letecivo zakoupilo v Argentiné v roce 1982 Sest Uruguaya, 1983. Uruguayan Alr Force In 1982 purchased six machines from

Pucar. Argentina.
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IA-58A Pucard, ZD485, AIAEE Boscombe Down, V. Briténie, kvéten 1983. IA-58A Pucard, ZD485, AJAEE Boscombe Down, Great Britain, May 1983. IA-58A Pucard, No 2203 (pivoané argentinsky siroj A-579), Escuadrén de  IA-58A Pucard, No 2203 (originally Argentinean A-579 machine), Escuadién

Pavodné argentinsky stroj A-515 byl ukoiistén na BAM Malvinas 14. Servence Originally Argentinean machine A-516 was captured at BAM Makvinas on 14 Operaciones Especiales No 314, Fuerza Aérea Colom
1982 a poté festovdn ve V. Britdnll. V soudasnostife vystavovan v RAF Museum  July 1982 and loter fest flown in Great Brifain. Af present this maching Is in zakoupliav Argentin i Pucary, blana. Koumble derocmﬂ’?’m Esoecllales’ No 314, Fuerza Aérea Colombiana. Colombla
Cosford. Velké Britanie ukofistila ve valce o Falklandly Sest letount IA-58,  exhibit of RAF Cosford Museum. During the Falkiand conflict Great Briain pul ee@machinesfromArgenting.
minimdiné 11 byly testovény v letu. caplured sixIA-58 machines and ot least three of therm were test flown.
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High quality infected plastic kits - short run/ Vstfikované modely - limitovand série

SH72144 F-86L Sabre Dog 1172 | SH72146 F-86K “NATO All Weather Fighter” 1/72

SH72120 F-86H "Hog” 1/72 | SH72167 F-86H "Hog In ANG Service” 1172

SH72160 Bell X-1 AID 1/72 | SH72158 X-1 E “Last Model” 172

1/72 | SH72173 Hawker Sea Hawk FGAIRR Mk.101 1/72

SH72068 Hispano Aviacion Ha-220 Super Saeta 1/72 | SH72075 CH-37 Mojave 1172

BliZ&i informace na internetovych strdnkdch www.cmkkits.com
Further information at internet pages www. crmkkits.corm




