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LAVOCHKIN La-7
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Developed from the poorer performing LaGG-3 by refitting the aircraft with a more powerful radial engine, the La-5 (first flown as the LaGG-5 in January 1942) was an
excellent fighter. Though it only carried two 20 mm cannon, the mostly wood La-5 was very light, exceptionally maneuverable and around 30 mph (48.28 km/h) faster
than a BF109G at lower altitudes. The redesigned, lighter La-5FN was fitted with a more powerful engine and became the standard Lavochkin in the massive air
battles of 1943, well able to meet the German opposition.

With a major redesign effort to reduce drag and lower the aircraft's weight even more, another 20 mm cannon was added along with increased underwing bomb or
rocket capacity and it was redesignated La-7. Much to the delight of those who had flown earlier models, the La-7 was just as maneuverable with a higher top speed

of 423 mph (680 km/h), equal to anything on either side. In spite of having only two or three cowl-mounted 20 mm cannon, all Lavochkins had a more than sufficient
punch, even in short bursts.

With nothing to clutter the inside of the wing, the design remained exceptionally clean, a major benefit in air combat. Many of the Soviet Union’s leding aces,
including top scorer Ivan Kozhedub (62 kills), flew the Lavochkin fighters, finding them to be the best in the air force inventory.

Die La-5FN, die in fast 10.000 Exemplaren gebaut wurde, griff erstmals Ende 1942 bei der Schlacht um Stalingrad in das Kampfgeschehen ein. Der nach und nach
verbesserte Typ blieb bis zum Ende des Zweiten Weltkrieges als Jager und Jagdbomber Im Einsatz. Die Weiterentwicklung zum Abfangjéger(und Trainer) fir groBe
Héohen fiihrte zur La-7 mit dem gleichen Triebwerk, aber gesteigertem Leistungsvermégen, welches durch aerodynamische Korrekturen und Gewichtsreduzierung
erreicht wurde. Die Produktion der La-7 belief sich auf Gber 550 Exemplare, die noch im Zweiten Weltkrieg zum Einsatz kamen.,

TECHNISSCHE DATEN
Lawotschkin La-5 und La-7

Typ:Abfangjager

Triebwerk: ein Sternmotor Schwezow ME2FN (ASh-82FN) mit 1362kW(1850PS)

Leistung:Héchstgeschwindigkeit 665m/h, Dienstgipfelhéhe 10.800m; Reichweite 635km

Gewicht:Leermasse 2638kg; max. Startmasse 3400kg

Abmessungen: Spannweite 9,80 m; Linge 8.90 m; Tragfiligelfidache 17,50

Bewaffnung: zwei oder drei 200-mm-Kannonen, Typ Bersin B-2 und Gehénge fir maximal 200kg Bomben unter Flichen
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Lavochkin La-7 flown by Lt.Col. Sergei F. Dolgushin, 165th I.A.P., Germany, April/1945
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2 Lavochkin La-7, flown by Capt. lvan N. Kozhedub, 176th I.A.P., Germany, Spring/1945
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