%A 5§75 WW II British Army Open Cab 30-cwt 4x2 GS Truck

When the mechanisation of the British Army was accelerated in the late 1930s, a number of the major commercial
vehicle manufacturers in Britain supplied 30cwt capacity General Service trucks to the British Army. These were often a militarised
version of the standard commercial truck offered by these companies.. Early examples, reflecting First World War and 1920's
practice had an open cab, with simple canvas aprons to give the crew a measure of weather protection. Given the limited funding
available for military equipment in the 1930s, the simple development of commercially available trucks into trucks for the Army
appeared to be a cost-effective solution, requiring small development costs. Later examples of these open cab trucks, often referred
to by their drivers as “pneumonia wagons” were fitted with a standardised pressed steel full cab which was also often seen fitted to
other larger trucks from the same manufacturer. Production of the 30cwt capacity of trucks did not last long as it was found that they
cost as much to produce as a 3 ton truck with twice the capacity. A large number of trucks were lost during the Battle of France and
were subsequently refurbished for use by the Wehrmacht. Trucks with this appearance were often seen in use with Home Forces
and in the Western Desert. With the final British demise of interest in the 30cwt class of vehicles as a load carrier, remaining vehicles
were either used for second line use including driver training or passed to Allied Forces. This included being lend-leased to Soviet
Forces. Story by Simon King
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groken Nutzfahrzeughersteller in GroRbritannien die britische Armee mit General Service Trucks mit einer Kapazitat von 30 cwt.
Diese waren oft eine militarisierte Version des Standard-Nutzlastwagens, der von diesen Unternehmen angeboten wurde. Frihe
Muster, die die Bauweise des Ersten Weltkriegs und der 1920er Jahre widerspiegeln, hatten eine offene Kabine mit einfachen
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mid bronze green
BS 381c No 223




Aluminium
Engine block: mid bronze green
BS 381c No 223
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Caution: Make the thin wire by plactic frame
channel with the heat of fire.
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Caution: Make the thin wire by plactic frame
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Option 1: 1l Corps, 33rd Section, 2nd Personnel Company, Royal Army Service Corps, Dunkirk, May 1940.
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Light khaki Khaki
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Flat white
Tyre black Khaki Green No3 (KG3)

Light khaki
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Option 2: 1st Bttn, Royal Fusiliers, 5th Indian Infantry Brigade, 4th Indian Infantry Division, Western Desert Force,
August 1941.
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Flat white )
Light Stone (BSC No.61)
Tyre black

Fﬂ = (—rl[

s o I =

AN B U R AL

A 4157673
@:f?_‘-_‘~..!"'5/%lﬂ z

i —a [ - %
=i i

Light khaki
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Option 3: K30 Boulow

Flat white




astern Desert Force, Option 3: K30 Beutewagen, Wehrmacht Heer, Operation Barbarossa, USSR, August 1941.

Khaki

aki / Buff colour

o

- Flat white

German grey

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\//

l | YA 1]
b | =y o\




Red brown
Flat flesh

Gun metal
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*Many thanks to the following gentlemen for their assistance.
They are: - Simon King

Andrew Gadd

Kurtis Tsang
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