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@ /N CAUTION

BEFORE ASSEMBLING.

I 1. THIS BEING AN ASSEMBLY KIT. READ THE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE ASSEMBUNG
2.TEAR UP AND THROW AWAY THE PLASTIC BAGS CONTAINING K0T PARTS AS CHILDREN
. MAY SUFFOCATE BY SWALLOWING OR WEARING OVER HEAD
*MAKE SURE TO READ IN 3.CUT THE PARTS OFF PROPERLY AND THROW THE WASTE PARTS INTO DUSTBOX AT ONCE
STRUCTIONS LISTED BELOW 4.00 NOT PLAY WITH THE PARTS FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE AS SOME PARTS MAY BE T0O
SHARP. MORE CAUTION AND CARE NEEDED FOR FAMILIES WITH INFANTS
5. D0 NOT SWALLOW ANY PARTS AND CUT-OFF CHIPS. KEEP AWAY FROM REACH OF CHILDREN
* ADULT SUPERVISIOR SHOULD 6. WRONG OR CARELESS USAGE OF MPPER, CUTTER. FILE ETC. MAY HURT THE ASSEMBLER
7.BE CAUTIONS AS FOLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS:
ALSO  READ INSTRUCTIONS ™0 P lice I CLOSED ROOM TO AVOID POISONING/TOXIC
WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILD-  «DO NOT USE NEAR FIRE TO AVOID FLAMMABILITY.
#D0 NOT PUT ANY ADHESIVES ANDIOR PAINTS INTO MOUTH AND EYE F MISTAKENLY
REN'AGED 12 OR"YOUNGER PUT INTO, WASH OUT PROMPTLY WITH FULL WATER AND CONSULT A DOCTOR
8. USE TOOLINGS, ADHESIVES, PAINTS, BATTERIES ETC. PROPERLY AFTER
\ CAREFUL READING OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN IN EACH HANDLING MANUALJ)
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After the first Grumman TBF Avenger torpedo
bombers entered combat, it soon became
obvious that the forward firing, cowl mounted
.30cal. machine gun was not enough.
Ordinance men from Torpedo Squadron Ten
modified their commander's Avenger by
mounting a .50cal. machine gun on each wing,
using external interrupter gears so they could
fire through the propeller arc. A Grumman
technical representative in Hawaii forwarded
this modification idea to the Grumman Factory
in Bethpage, New York, where it was improved
upon and put into production. The modification
consisted of reinforcing the wing structure to
accept the weight and recoil of the heavy
Browning .50cal. machine gun internally, and
installed it just outboard of the wing folding line
(and propeller arc) eliminating the interrupter
gearing. An ammunition box, to carry 600

rounds, was mounted just outboard of the gun.
The .30cal. cowl machine gun was removed
and its trough faired over. This new wing went
into production in July 1943 with the modified
Avengers being designated TBM-1C's and TBF-
1C's. TBF's were produced by Grumman
Aircraft and TBM's by Eastern Aircraft (General
Motors) in Trenton, New Jersey, and the two
aircraft were identical. They entered squadron
service and combat in late 1943.

DATA Crew: 3; Wingspan: 16.51m; Length:
12.192m; Height: 5m; Empty weight: 4,572kg;
Gross weight: 6,199kg; Engine: Wright R-2600-
8 X 1; Horsepower: 1,700hp; Max speed:
435km/h; Ceiling: 6,523m; Range 1,955km;
Fixed weapons: .50 cal. machine guns X 3 .30
cal. machine gun X 1; Bomb/Torpedo load:
907.2kg
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TBM-1 flown by Lt. (JG)
6  George Bush off the

USS San Jacinto. Tri

color scheme of semi-

8L(8R)

12(12) J gloss sea blue,

- e intermediate blue and
- insignia white.
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in US Sea Blue US Inter. Blue  White

TBM-1, USS Mission
Bay (CVE-59). Tri color
scheme of semi-gloss
sea blue, intermediate
blue and insignia white.
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If you have suggestions for future subject matter, AeroMaster would like to hear from you. Our goal is to provide high
quality, well researched decals of unusual and interesting subjects. We value our customers' inputs, so if you have specific
suggestions or photographs of unusual subject matter which you would be willing to share, please contact: RerofMaster Decals.




NOTICE FOR THE CORRECTION

Please use "X 2" from correction decal
instead of "2 X" on the original sheet.




