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The B-17 Flying Fortress bomber series went into production with the B-17B model after the
successful flight of prototypes Boeing 299, XB-17, YB-17, YB-17A. The B-17C and D were the
first models to see combat after being Lend-Leased to England early in the war. By the opening of
the Pacific Theater, the B-17E with rudder fin fillet and increased rudder size was on line, and
mass production of the F model was underway, with Boeing subcontracting to other manufacturers
in addition to the output from its own plants in order to maximize productivity.

The B-17F saw action mainly with the 8th Air Force in strategic bombing efforts against
Germany, while both the B-17E and F were deployed with other air forces in the North
Africa/Mediterranean Theater, China-Burma-India, New Guinea and other farflung fronts. Along
with the B-24D and E Liberator, these aircraft comprised the main production efforts of the
American aircraft industry.

Due to the intensity of fighter opposition the 8AF's B-17s faced, the casualty rate for their crews
was high, and Army Air Force command rushed to develop countermeasures. One early proposal
involved the design and construction of a long range escort plane, the Boeing Lockheed Vega YB-
40, which was basically a B-17F converted to carry extra defensive armament. With the debut of
escort fighters like the P-47 and P-51, the tail-heavy, cumbersome aircraft soon became a
redundancy, and it was pulled from service after only a few combat test missions and before being
put into mass production.

The YB-40, however, was not a total write-off, as its distinctive "chin" gun turret feature was
incorporated into the next main production Fortress, the B-17G, which went into service in
September 1943. However, the chin turret and extra protective armor of the G model proved to be
mixed blessings for the aircraft, as its top speed and climb rate suffered in comparison with earlier
Fortress models due to the increased weight of the airframe. The true cost of these shortcomings --
the new, lower top speed of 462km/h most of all -- was soon evident after the model went into
combat over the Third Reich.

4,035 B-17Gs were produced at the main Boeing plant in Seattle, with subcontracted production
of 2,395 and 2,250 at the Douglas plant in Long Beach and the Lockheed Vega plant in Burbank,
California, respectvely, for a total production run of 8,680 aircraft or some 70% of the total
production of all B-17 models combined (either 12,677 or 12,726 aircraft, depending on sources).

As the B-29 Superfortress originally intended for European service did not reach the front in
time to contribute to the war effort there, the B-17G and B-24H and J ended up bearing the brunt
of the combat in that theater until the end of the hostilities. The contribution of the B-17G is made
dramatically clear in the many hours of documentary combat footage shot over Europe during
strategic bombing missions flown against the Third Reich by the Eighth and Twelfth (later 15th)
Air Forces.

After arriving in-theater in late 1943, the G's first major combat was joined in massed bombing
missions over Berlin beginning in March 1944, then to oil field bombing raids when maximum
efforts were switched to these strategic targets the following May. The tide began to turn as ever-
burgeoning fleets of Allied bombers took increasing advantage of a worsening German fuel
situation that forced the Luftwaffe to curtail the number of fighters it could put in the air. The B-
17G struck another blow for the Allied cause with the withering bombing it laid on the German
defenders in the opening hours of the D-Day invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944. Keeping up
the pressure on the Third Reich all the way to the gates of Berlin, mainly through the suppression
of Luftwaffe bases and the destruction of oil facilities and other industrial plant, the B-17G is truly
deserving of its recognition as one of the weapons that most contributed to Allied v1ctory

During the summer of 1944, as the Allied steadily strengthened their grip on air superiority over
Europe, giant formations of up to 1500 bombers flew raids deep into the heart of the Third Reich.
Standard squadron formations were comprised of 8 B-17Fs and 18 Gs.

Aircraft produced after December 1943 arrived in-theater without camouﬂage painting, retaining
their overall natural metal Duralmin finish. Dark olive drab anti-glare paint was applied in front of
the crew windscreen and on the inside top surfaces of the engine nacelles.

The B-17G also saw extensive service with the RAF. Referred to by the British as the Fortress
III, it flew as a coastal patrol craft, as an Electronic Counter Measures craft jamming German
radar, and as a bomber formation guide plane, in addition to various other missions. Important
variants of the B-17G included the F-9C photo reconnaissance plane (later known as the RB-17G),
the B-17H rescue plane (later known as the SB-17G, it carried an air-droppable life raft under the
fuselage), the CB-17G (a.k.a. VB-17G) cargo plane, the TB-17G trainer, the QB-17L/P radio-
controlled target drone and the US Navy's PB-1W Naval Fortress anti-submarine warfare plane.

(Data) B-17G Crew: 9; engine: Wright R-1820-97 Cyclone Air-cooled 9-cylinder Radial (rated at
1,200HP) x 4; wingspan: 31.62m; length: 22.66m; weight, fully-loaded: 24,948kg; top speed:
462km/h (at 7,620m); cruising speed: 293km/h; operational range: 3,220km (with a bomb load of
2,720kg); armament: 12.7mm (.50 cal) machine guns x 13; maximum bomb load: 4,900kg
(commentary by Nozawa Tadashi)
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For Japanese use only.

DOEMREERALEL A,
Parts not for use.
Teile werden nicht verwendet.
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Pieces 4 ne pas utiliser. i ) . { AZRE o900 CEBH30~37--500M
Parti non per uso. @ [EHmFRA— K] RICDELF Y M ONX—Y DFRkERE | BEIE 900F] GHBG w500
Partes para no usar. 3BT ENTEEXT, : ; 7: oy -
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0805 ART No. 00807 |
HEB] | LyRGR RED [t ]
A | 14 | 4Io0-@ YELLOW e i .. HEEARRD S a o
E H[8] IVN— (R SILVER ZeED MIGSIZ VAR -Mr. AT —, [FkERE-NS—DES S 5
P H[1] in painting indication is the numberof GSI Creos Aqueous Hobby Color, while illis
H@ AU—7K57 () OLIVE DRAB (1) that of Mr. Color. Glue is not included in this kit.
iE H@ Za-hoNsL— NEUTRAL GRAY H[1] bei Bemalungshinweisen ist die Nummer der Aqueous - Hobby - Color von GSI
m H B STEEL Creos, wahrend Ell den Ton der Farbserie Mr. Color anzeigt. Im Bausatz ist kein
m H LTS s FLAT BLACK Klebstoff enthalten.
m H L I;7*5'b7; RED BROWN Sur le guide de peinture, H[] correspond au numéro de couleur GSI Creos
Y AQUEOUS HOBBY COLOR. alors que Hl correspond & Mr. COLOR, La colle n’est
145] H(85] t—)LhS5— SAIL COLOR pas fournie dans ce kit.
H[90] oU7—byR CLEAR RED HET] nella indicazione della pittura & il numero della GS| Creos del colore ad acqua
aﬂ H T — CLEAR BLUE per Hobby, mentre [l e quello di Mr. Color. La colla non é inclusa nella scatola di
montaggio.
5] H e Crya) FLESH H[] en indicaciones de pintado. Este es el numero de GSI Creos Aqueous Hobby
54 H[agl Hh—F5)—> KHAKI GREEN Color, mientras Hl es el de Mr. Color. El pegamento no esta incluido en el kit.
Bl | HTE | mixe BURNT IRON W) BEEEERRRE G5l Croos HEKIED AR, THRLE
92] wIIARTSvY SEMI GROSS BLACK GSl Creos if@MHIAERERFHMER, ENEFHLRFTERK,
HID | $4v75y% TIRE BLACK
304 FH1)—=TRZTFS34087 OLIVE DRAB FS34087
316} ROARFS17875 WHITE F$17875
329 ATA—FS13538 YELLOW FS13538
351] FS3415122 - o0 A4 T ] FS34151 ZINC-CHROMATE TYPEI |
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Cockpit Assembly
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Cut off gun barrel, re-attach after painting
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Skylight Assembly
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.50~-caliber Waist gun
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Cockpit Installation
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Fuselage Assembly
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Clear Parts Assembly
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FEEGHEIAEA60° FIk180° CBMT ZEATEET.
Belly ball turret can be turned 360° and swiveled 180°
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Twin .50—caliber tail gun Can be moved up and down

FEOMEHIT
Main Wing Assembly
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4 IS5y TEREATLETOREEBLETY.
. Glue wing top and bottom after setting flaps in place b =3[}
Left Side ) :
Right Side
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Main Gear Assembly c24A+C24B
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Engine Assembly
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APPLY DECAL

EBEOBHIT
EELT S, Tail fin Assembly
CEMENT TOGETHER

HoUYTESMIAEABIRICERL T EZ D, REBREEKIC
Be careful not to mistake inboard and outboard engine cowlings,
and to keep in mind difference between cowlings for right and left wings
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Various Parts Installation
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Antenna attachment diagram




Marking and Painting
T—F I RUVEER
Markierungen und Bemalung
Decoration et Peinture
Marchio & Pittura

Decoracion y Pintura

FERECRET

7 AU A REE T HIREAER H401RERITR F/EH "BLOOD 'N GUTS" 19455 %
USAAF, 8th Air Force, 91st Bomb Group, 401st Bomb Squadron "BLOOD 'N GUTS", Spring 1945

S COBERRI /23— V&, WE60%. LTFEIS%ICHALTHYET, ®. ® ©. @ ®. @
@ This marking chart has been reduced by 60% in the side view and 35% in o ®), ®, (9, 42, 45, 16), anc

the top and bottom views from 1/72 scale.



@ 7 XU NEEE 8T FA0REMEE F15BERITH /B 1945515
USAAF, 8th Air Force, 401st Bomb Group, 615th Bomb Squadron, Jan. 1945
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i 25 decals are not used.
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@Clean model surface with wet cloth.

seconds.
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@Cut each design out of decal sheet
and dip them in warm water for 20
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@Check with finger tip if design is loose
on base paper. If so, place it on
proper position on model and slide off
base paper leaving design on model.

BFH—-IDUL &DTHEEYFA Correct Method for Applying Decals
OFH—VEREDECADIEIIYRENE, BSULERTENNCAELOTILEE,

) ern-inRLCBENESDLKE

@i55E(CY LkEDIFTERRMECT
A= E#MHLAEET. Poon<,
KK KERSTHTTH—ILEWEZXT
AEIOKIPRAEMLHELET.

@®Move desigh to exact position with
wet finger tip, and push out excess
water and air bubbles under decal
with soft cotton cloth.

DFEHET. TH=IDEDYD/
DEIEELVET.

@®When decals get dry, wipe off with
wet cloth excess glue left around
decals.
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CAUTION: NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 3
YEARS. CONTAINS SMALL PARTS.

ATTENTION: CE PRODUIT NE CONVIENT PAS A UN
ENFANT DE MOINS DE 36 MOIS, EN RAISON DES PIECES
DE PETITE DIMENSION CONTENUES.

ATENCAO: IMPROPRIO PARA CRIANCAS COM MENOS DE
3 ANOS. CONTEM PECAS PEQUENAS.

NICHT FUR KINDER UNTER 36 MONATEN ENTHALT
KLEINE TEILE.

ATTENZIONE: PRODOTTO NON ADATTO Al BAMBINI DI
ETA’ INFERIORE Al 36 MESI. CONTIENE PICCOLE PARTI.

FORSIGTIG! IKKE EGNET TIL BORN SOM ER MINDRE
END 3 AR. INDEHOLDER SMA DELE.

ATTENTIE: NIET GESCHIKT VOOR KINDEREN TOT 4
JAAR. BEBAT KLEINE ONDERDELEN.

ATENCION: NO _ES CONVENIENTE PARA Nll_:l 0s
MENORES DE 3 AN OS. CONTIENE PIEZAS PEQUEN AS.

MPOZOXH : KATAI\I\H/\O FIA MAIATIA ANQ TQN
TPIQN ETQN MEPIEXE! MIKPA
TEMAXIA

EVOR DEM ZUSAMMENBAU ZU LESEN

@Bite lesen Sie die Anleitung vor dem Zusammenbauen sorgfaltig durch.

@\/erwenden Sie nur Kunststoffklebstoff und Kunststofflackfarben.

@Dic geleerten Plastiktiiten soliten zerrissen und weggeworfen — wer-
den, um zu verhindem, daB Kleinkinder beim Spielen darin ersticken.

@Handhaben Sie Klebstoff und Lackfarben niemals in der N&he von
offenen Flammen.

@Mit klebemittel sparsam umgehen und wéhrend des zusam-
menbaus fir ausreichende ventilation sorgen.

BANTES DEL ENSAMBLAJE, LEA CUIDADO-
SAMENTE LO SIGUIENTE

@Antes del ensamblaje, estudie cuidadodamente las instrucciones.

@Emplee solamente cemento pléastioo y pinturas.

@®Rompa y tire las bolsas de plastico a fin de evitar que los nifios
pequefios puedan sofocarse jugando con ellas.

@®No emplee nunca cemento ni pinture cerca de llamas.

@Usare l'adesivo moderatamente e ventilare bene I'ambiente
durante la costruzione.

HELIRE CECI
MONTAGE

@CEtudier attentivement les instructions avant le montage.

@N'utiliser que del'adhésif plastique et du vernis.

@Déchirer et jeter les sacs en plastiques vides pour éviter tout
danger d'étouffement pour les enfants.

@®Ne jamais utiliser d'adhésif ou du vermis pres d'une flamme.

@Utiliser le ciment avec modération et bien ventiler la piece
pendant le montage.

WiEHZ A EERILRA.
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AVANT D'EFFECTUER LE

BLEGGERE QUESTO PRIMA DEL MONTAGGIO

@Studiare attentamente le istruzioni prima del montaggio.

@Usare solo adesivo e vernici per plastica.

@Strappare e gettare le buste di plastica vuote per evitare il
pericolo di soffocamento per bambini piccoli.

@®Non usare mai l'adesivo o la vernice vicino ad una fiamma.

@ Utilice suficiente adhesivo y ventile bien la habitacion durante
la construccion.

"WARNING" FUNCTIONAL SHARP POINTS
"WARNUNG" SCHARFE ECKEN UND KANTEN
"Avertissement” Points essentiels de fonctionnement
"ATTENZIONE" PARTI MOLTO ACUMINATE

"AVISO" PUNTOS AGUDOS EN FUNCIONAMIENTO
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3. MREEEAVCHYRY, PIVER-ABOIXETIFHEIHETTS ZEW,
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% MAKE SURE TO READ INSTRUCTIONS LISTED
BELOW BEFORE ASSEMBLING.

% ADULT SUPERVISIOR SHOULD ALSO READ
INSTRUCTIONS WHEN ASSEMBLED BY CHILDREN
AGED 12 OR YOUNGER.

1. THIS BEING AN ASSEMBLY KIT. READ THE INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE
ASSEMBLING.

2. TEAR UP AND THROW AWAY THE PLASTIC BAGS CONTAINING KIT
PARTS AS CHILDREN MAY SUFFOCATE BY SWALLOWING OR WEAR-
ING OVER HEAD.

3. CUT THE PARTS OFF PROPERLY AND THROW THE WASTE PARTS INTO
DUSTBOX AT ONCE.

4. DO NOT PLAY WITH THE PARTS FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSE AS SOME
PARTS MAY BE TOO SHARP. MORE CAUTION AND CARE NEEDED FOR
FAMILIES WITH INFANTS.

5. DO NOT SWALLOW ANY PARTS AND CUT-OFF CHIPS. KEEP AWAY
FROM REACH OF CHILDREN.

6. WRONG OR CARELESS USAGE OF NIPPER, CUTTER, FILE ETC. MAY
HURT THE ASSEMBLER.

7. BE CAUTIONS AS FOLLOWS WHEN USING ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS:

*DO NOT USE IN CLOSED ROOM TO AVOID POISONING/TOXIC.

%*DO NOT USE NEAR FIRE TO AVOID FLAMMABILITY.

%DO NOT PUT ANY ADHESIVES AND/OR PAINTS INTO MOUTH AND EYE
IF MISTAKENLY PUT INTO, WASH OUT PROMPTLY WITH FULL WATER
AND CONSULT A DOCTOR.

. USE TOOLINGS, ADHESIVES, PAINTS, BATTERIES ETC. PROPERLY AFTEy

CAREFUL READING OF INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN IN EACH HANDLING MANUAL.

~ DRINTEDN IN IAPAN 2008 05 (N) SUZ



