VOUGHT F4U-
~CORSAIR

1/48 Scale

Of all the American fighters used in World War ll,
one of the most distinctive and most feared was  the
Vought F4U Corsair. Distinctive in both shpe and
sound, the Japanese called the gull-winged fighter the
“Whistling Death" because of the sound made by the
wind rushing through the air intakes in the wings. No
doubt the rapid staccato of the the Corsair’s four 20
mm cannon also evoked fear in its enemies as well.

Following the war, development of the Corsair
continued and newer models were introduced into
service. Among the types operational at theoutbreak

of the Korean war was a more powerful version, the
F4U-4. A 2,450 hp Pratt & Whitney R-2,800 Double
Wasp pushed the big fighter to a speed of morethan
450 mph.

During the Korean war, Corsairs were able to
carry up to 4,000 Ibs of bombs, and the formerfighter
became a very effective ground-attack plane. The first
F4U-1 Corsair flew on May 29, 1940. By December,
1952, the last of 12,571 of the planes was delivered,
making the fighter one of the most prolific American
planes to defend our skies.
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