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**Speical thanks to Robert Goldman, Robert Skipper, Yoav Efrati ard other friends of IDF.

The Sinai Peninsula was to see multiple small-scale conflicts hetween Israel and Sgypt after the end of the Six Day
War in 1967. In 1971, the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) procured 130 M60A1" s from the United States renaming them the
Magach 6. This change was due, in part, to the superior speed the M6uA1 had ovar the British Centurion, which the IDF
had procured from the Great Britain.

The M60A1 and its counterpart the M48A5 (Magach 5) were degloyed in ‘he open terrain of the Sinai Peninsula during
the years of the lsraeli occupation of the Sinai and construction of & levy wall along the Suez Canal to defend against
the Egypt.

In 1973 the fourth Mid East crisis known as the Yor: Kippur War, the Ramadan War, or the 1973 Arab-Israeli War
occurred. This was initiated with a surprise attack on th= !sraeli Far Lev Line: a line of anti-tank trenches and sand
mounds that ran along the Eastern coat of the Suez Canal. These sand/trench fortifications were easily breeched by the
Egyptian Army using high-pressure water cannon caring Cnerations Badr. Anticipating a counterattack from the IDF the
Egyptian Army was equipped with large numbers of Soviet made 9M14 Malyutka( a wire-guided anti-tank missle) and
RPG-7 s. Ambushed by the Egyptian army, Israeli armcr suffered teavy losses in the early days of the conflict.

After the Yom Kippur War, the IDF continuad its procurement of M48A5™ s and MB0A1" s to replace the losses through
attrition of war. By the late 70" s, the IDF started to implement the reactive armor developed by the Rafael Company to
prevent further losses from anti armor weapons. Thece inctal boxes (installed on the exterior of armor vehicles) contained
explosives, which dispersed the impact and dairage ot an incoming shell. In 1980, the IDF upgraded the Magach 6 with
a continental AVDS-1970-2C Diecel cnjize and other components re-designating it the Magach 6B. In 1982, the upgraded
Magach 6B saw battle in the Lebanon war. The United States Marine Corp upgraded 170 of its M60A1" s based in part
on the modifications used on the Magach ©. This included receiving reactive armor upgrades.
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