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USS Hammann (DD412) was a U.S. Navy Sims-class destroyer laid down in
January 1938 by the Federal Shipbuilding and Drydock company in Kearny, New
Jersey. The Sims class contained 12 destroyers and was the final 1,500-ton class
to be completed before the outbreak of WWII. Although it was built after the
expiration of the London Naval Treaty and as such not subject to displacement
limitations, it was still largely based upon its immediate forerunner the Benham
class. It employed a raised sheer strake and three boilers were connected to the
same single funnel as in the 1934-designed Gridley-class ships; this allowed a
larger area at the stem for the ship’s ordnance. At the time of their completion, a
Sims class ship’s armament was comprised of five 38-caliber 12.7cm guns, four
single 12.7mm machine guns, twelve 53.3cm torpedo tubes in 3 quadruple
mounts, and two depth charge tracks. Her main gun turrets employed the Mk.37
gun fire control system, with the two in the aft based on open mounts for weight
savings. In fact, the 1,500-ton class destroyers had a tendency to be top-heavy
due to their weighty armaments; as a counter-measure they were 15cm broader
than the earlier Benham class ships and even had the third gun mount and one
torpedo mount removed. The remaining two torpedo mounts were moved into the
center, while the searchlight deck on the aft shelter deck was scrapped and the
position of the boats lowered. Other modifications included a half-canvas sealed
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cover for the open-mount No.3 and No.4 turrets to combat freezing conditions.
The Hammann was commissioned in August 1939, and after 2 years of naval
exercises shipped out to the Pacific Ocean in January 1942. During the Battle of
the Coral Sea in May of that year she combined forces with her sister ships the
USS Anderson and USS Morris to rescue almost 500 survivors of the torpedoed
aircraft carrier she had been screening, the USS Lexington. In the Battle of
Midway in June 1942, the Hammann once again screened an aircraft carrier, the
USS Yorktown. While the Hammann fought admirably against Japanese aircraft,
the Yorktown sustained two aerial torpedo and numerous bomb hits. In an effort
to salvage the carrier, the Hammann was tied to the Yorktown and providing
hoses and water for firefighting, water pumps and power to the stricken carrier
when the Japanese submarine I-168 managed to penetrate the cordon of six
destroyers around her. Of the four torpedoes loosed by |-168, one hit the
Yorktown and the other struck the Hammann a fatal blow midships, the explosion
magnified by the detonation of her torpedoes and breaking the destroyer clean in
half. She sank in minutes. The Hammann received 2 battle stars for her service in
the Battle of the Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway, two of the most important
naval battles of WWII and the legacy of her and other destroyers was passed on
to the successful Fletcher class.
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marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated. e T2
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A WARNING @make sure to only heat sprue with >

“CmWiRead carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructionsifachild
assembles the model. @When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used.
Extra care should be taken to aveid personal injury. @Read and follow the
instructions supplied with paints and for cement, if used (notincluded in kit). .Keep
out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to put pafts in their
mouths, or pull vinyl bags over their heads .
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Tools recommended
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Modeling knife
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Paints required

XF-17 @>—2)L— / Sea blue

X-10 @A A&/ Gun metal

XF-24 @F—2%'L-4 / Dark grey

XF-1 @7Z>+7>v% /Flat black

XF-50 @ 7-r—JV FZi— / Field blue

XF-9 @/\VULvE /Hull red

XF-53@=2— 5/ L1 / Neutral grey
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% C denotes number of decal to apply.
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+ Refer to painting diagram for painting of hull. @, denotes number for Tamiya Paint
Color.
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