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Fiat G.55A “Post War Service”

Three Italian companies had test flown their new modern fighter prototypes during 1942. Except Aermacchi C.205 and Reggiane Re 2005 it
was the Fiat G.55. All three aircraft were powered by DB 605 engines and later by license built version RA 1050 Tifone. All three aircraft were
accepted by Regia Aeronautica but Fiat G.55 was addressed as the main fighter aircraft. Even German Luftwaffe was interested in new Fiat
fighter.

The first prototype, serial number MM491, took off on 30th April 1942. Later, two additional prototypes were built and together with the initial
series of 12 preproduction aircraft (ser. no. MM91053 to 91064 ) were designated Serie 1 Sotoserie 0. The armament of these aircraft consisted
of one 20mm cannon Mauser MG 151/20 firing through the hollow propeller's shaft and four nose mounted 12.7mm SAFAT machine guns. The
final armament of subsequent aircraft of both Sotoserie 0 and Serie 1, consisted of two wing mounted cannons and two machine guns mounted
above the engine. Independently from the armament changes particular aircraft were produced with two different types of fin.

The first aircraft were deployed within Regia Aeronautica. New aircraft were successful, particularly when fighting with P-38 Lightnings. When
the Armistice was signed Centaures were seized for Luftwaffe during the German occupation of Italy. Also, Fiat Company in Torino was seized
by Wermacht. The earlier halted production was later started again and several aircraft were handed over to Luftwaffe. Eventually, the rest of
the produced aircraft was passed on to Italian National Republic's Air Force (Aeronautica Nazionale Republicana). Within ANR these aircraft
participated in heavy fights against allied bombers with fighter escorts. Initially, Centauros had been assigned to the Squadriglie
Complementare Caccia ,Montefusco® (later to revere fallen commander renamed ,Montefusco-Bonet®). Later on Centauros were also
assigned to 2° Gruppo Caccia that went through heavy fights and later was re-equipped by Bf 109s. The rest of the Fiat G.55s was
concentrated with 1° Gruppo Caccia. This unit fought successfully, but with heavy losses, against the overwhelming numbers of American and
British aircraft until August of 1944. On 10th August 1944 the test pilot S. Agostini deserted to Allied territory in one Fiat G.55. He had another
passenger in his cockpit, British intelligence agent F. Gentile. This action had intensified the tense relation between Germany and ltaly.
Subsequently on 25th August, during Phénix operation Germans occupied Italian airfields and disarmed ANR. 1° Gruppo Caccia's Fiat G.55s
stationed at Vicenza airfield were stripped off propellers and eventually scraped as so the new machines in Torino. 107 Fiat G.55s were
produced during the war. The production was started again after the war in 1946. Both Fiat G.55A (single seater) and G.55B (double seater)
were produced for Italian, Argentinean, Egyptian and Syrian air forces. Both Egyptian and Syrian aircraft participated in fights against new
Israel state.

Wingspan: 11.85 m, Length: 9.37 m, Max Speed: 620 kmh at 8000m, Climb to 7000m: 8 min and 34s, Service Ceiling: 13000 m, Range: 1050
km

€2

V pribéhu roku 1942 zalétaly tfi italské firmy prototypy modernich stihacek. Kromé Aermacchi C.205 a Reggiane Re 2005 $lo o Fiat G.55
Centauro. VSechny tfi byly pohanény motorem DB 605 nebo pozdéji jeho licenéni verzi RA 1050 Tifone. Do vyzbroje byly vybrany vSechny tfi
stroje, ale Fiat G.55 byl vybran jako zakladni stihacka Regia Aeronautica. Mimo to o novy Fiat projevila zajem i Luftwaffe.

Prvni prototyp MM491 vzlétl 30. dubna 1942, posléze byly postaveny dal$i dva prototypy. Ty, stejné jako prvnich dvanact kust z prvni
vyrobni serie oznacované Serie 1 Sotoserie 0 (MM91053-91064)mély vyzbroj slozenou z kanénu Mauser MG 151/20 raze 20 mm v ose vrtule
a Ctyf kulometl SAFAT réze 12,7 mm v pridi. DalSi stroje jak Sotoserie 0, tak Serie 1 nesly definitivni vyzbroj sloZzenou ze dvou kanénu v kridle
a dvou kulometl nad motorem. Nezavisle na vyzbroji dostavaly jednotlivé kusy dva typy svislych ocasnich ploch.

Prvé stroje byly nasazeny v ramci Utvarti Regia Aeronautica. Nové stihacky si ispésné vedly hlavné v bojich proti stihackam P-38 Lightning.
Po uzavreni pfiméfi se spojenci byly Centaury zabaveny pro Luftwaffe pfi obsazeni Italie Némci. Stejné tak byl obsazen némeckymi vojsky
zavod Fiat v Turiné. Zastavena vyroba byla pozdéji obnovena, nékolik kusu prevzala Luftwaffe, ale nakonec veskeré vyrobené Fiaty G.55 byly
predany letectvu Italské Nacionalni Republiky (Aeronautica Nazionale Republicana). V fadach ANR se Ucastnily tézkych boju proti
bombardovacim svazim doprovazenych stihackami. Centaury byly nejprve nasazeny u Squadriglie Complementare Caccia ,Montefusco”
(na pamatku velitele padlého v boji byla pozdéji pfejmenovana na ,Montefusco-Bonet®). Pozdéji byly dodany Centaury také 2° Gruppo Caccia,
které proslo téZkymi boji a posléze bylo pfezbrojeno na Bf 109. Zbylé Fiaty G.55 byly soustfedény u 1° Gruppo Caccia. Tato jednotka bojovala
Uspésné, ale také s pomérné vysokymi ztratami proti pfesile americkych i britskych letount az do srpna 1944. 10. srpna 1944 uletél ke
spojencim s Fiatem G.55 zku$ebni pilot S. Agostini. V kabiné s nim preletél ke spojenciim i agent britské rozvédky F. Gentile. Ulet
zkomplikoval napjaté vztahy mezi Némci a Italy. Némci pfi akci Phonix 25.8. 1944 obsadili italska letiSté a odzbraojili letectvo ANR. Fiatim G.55
1° Gruppo Caccia byly na letisti Vicenza odmontovany vrtule a pozdégji byly zniceny, stejné jako nové stroje v Turiné. Béhem valky bylo
vyrobeno 107 kusU Fiatu G.55. Po valce byla v roce 1946 vyroba obnovena a pro lItalské, Argentinské, Egyptské a Syrské letectvo byly
vyrabény jak jednomistné Fiaty G.55A, tak dvoumistné Fiaty G.55B. Egyptské a Syrské letouny zasahly do boju proti statu Izrael.

Rozpéti: 11,85 m, délka: 9,37 m, max. rychlost: 620 km/h ve vy$ce 8 000 m, vystup do 7 000 m: 8 min a 34 s, dostup: 13 000 m, dolet: 1 050 km
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W Glue together and drill a hole for tail wheel strut

cut the tail wheel strut
according to dimensions

2008/9
SH48087 Fiat G.55A “Post War Service”@



A15

only camo A

2008/9
SH48087 Fiat G.55A “Post War Service”@



2008/9
SH48087 Fiat G.55A “Post War Service”



2008/9
SH48087 Fiat G.55A “Post War Service"@



c24

00 T T s 5
1 FEEEEE] I —2Q

2008/9
SH48087 Fiat G.55A “Post War Service”



	100-SH48087.pdf
	100-SH48087a.pdf

