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B Junkers Jul88A/EN

While the superlative Junkers Ju88 had fully lived up to its name as a "Schnell
Bomber" ("fast bomber"), the Luftwaffe found the need for a successor
bomber design - a so-called "B-Bomber” - that would exceed the Ju88 in
performance.  Beginning with the Arado company, the Luftwaffe
commissioned four German aireralt production firms to come up with a design
for the new bomber. The production contract was eventually won by Junkers
with their "EF73" design proposal. The EF73 was later referred to as the
Ju288, and boasted u 670km/h top speed. a 3000kg maximum bomb payload at
a cruising speed of 580km/h, and an operational range of approximately
2700km. Because of delays in production of the Jumo222 powerplant that was
to be the key component of the design, the initially targeted production stant
date of 1941 was missed, and it was believed that production would not be able
to begin until 1943, at the earliest.

Meanwhile, back m Junkers, work began on the JuB88B model "BV" series
utilizing the "integrated cabin” that had been a design feature of the nearly
forgotten prewar JuB5B. While the first BY produced was capable of carrying
a 2000kg bomb payload at a then blistering 530km/h, the design was not
deemed a suitable suceessor for the onginal Jus8 series. However, delays in
Ju288 production saw the use of existing stock to convert production model
JuBEs into the upgraded "JuB8V44" design using BMWEOTMG/2 engines and

featuring an integrated cabin layout. Officially designated the Jul88V1, the
new design made its maiden flight in June 1942,

The first Jul88 to go into mass production was the "E" model, powered by air-
cooled BMWB0O1 engines. The aircraft were slated for distribution to
aperational Luftwaffe wnits from April to June 1943, The liquid-cooled
Jumo2 1 3-powered V63 design -- later officially designated the "A" model --
wils the next to go into mass production. A combined total of some 500 "A"
and "E" models had been produced by the summer of 1944, During the latter
half of the war, the Jul88 made a name for itself as a night bomber and as an
anti-shipping attack plane. A total of 1036 Jul88s were produced by war's end.

B Production and performance specs for the Jul88E-1(from original aircralt
manual and Junkers company records)

Length: [5.058m; wingspan: 22.00m: crew: five; engine: BMWS0IMG-
2(1730ps) x 2; cruising speed 495km/h (at 6100m); operational range: 3800km

(with 1000kg bombload); ceiling: 10100m; maximum takeoff weight: 15085kg
{with 2000ks bombload); armament: forward-firtng MGI151/20 20mm cannon
x | (250 round capacity), dorsal twret-mounted DL131 13mm machine gun x

1 (500 round capacity), dorsally-mounted MG131 13mm machine gun x |

(500 round capacity), MGELZ 7.92mm twin machine gun mount x [ (1000
round capacity for each gun) for bottom rearward defense; maximum bomb
payload: 3000 kg,




