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On September 1, 1943, AGK (German Munitions Trade Community), on behalf of the German military, officially ordered Henschel to prepare one
fully armed, ammunition and fueled Tiger E outside of the production schedule for the German Army and send it to the Army Armor Depot at
Konigsberg to be prepared for shipment to Japan. Germany decided to ship the Tiger and Panther from Bordeaux, France to Japan on October 10,
1943. Under the auspices of the AGK, the developers, manufacturers and weapons bureaus held secret negotiations and drafted contracts around
export prices. And as a report back to Germany, the Germans needed some raw materials they could not easily find, especially rubber - which was
in ample supply in British Malaya, which Japan had conquered as early as 1942.

By the end of September 1943 Japan was already pushing Germany for quicker delivery. And the German side was arguing over the scheme of
dividing the parts of the Tiger tank at the time of shipping, and finally came to the following conclusion: Weight of the complete vehicle with the
turret and tracks removed - 36 tons. Weight of the complete vehicle with the sprockets and running gear removed but retaining all interior and
exterior equipment - 29 tons. Weight of the turret and gun - -11 tons. Weight of the running gear with sprockets but without tracks - 7 tons. Weight of
the sprockets - 1 ton. Weight of one set of two tracks for combat - 6 tons. Weight of one set of two tracks for transport - 5 tons.

The Japanese ambassador to Germany, after seeing the Tiger tank at a German tank testing center, was impressed. Then there was a plan for the
Japanese military to purchase Tiger tanks. A delegation of 12 Japanese officers went to inspect and consult on the purchase, and in addition to
supplying Germany with the necessary strategic supplies, the tanks had to be paid for. The retail price of a brand new 1943 production Tiger initial
model reached 300,000 Reichsmark. But the German company Henschel eventually offered Japan as much as 645,000 Reichsmark, more than
double the price.

But then the Allies landed in Normandy in June 1944. The war-strapped Germans needed all the tanks they could get their hands on, and at this
point the Japanese couldn't ship the tanks, and the Germans needed them. Did the Germans use the disassembled tank as a spare part, did they
reassemble the Tiger, did they give the Japanese a full refund, or did they lease the Tiger from the Japanese.Either way, the Tiger was handed over
to the combat unit. The Tiger, which belonged to Japan, was eventually destroyed in the fighting on the Western Front. The Tiger, which was briefly
possessed by the Japanese, proved to be effective, and the Japanese began to design and build their own larger Type V tanks, with better guns
and armor. However, as the Japanese were losing ground, the American forces were soon to hit the Japanese mainland. The Allies were fortunate
that only 1 prototype of the Type V tank was made, staying in the prototype development stage and ultimately not finalized.Whether the Tiger tank
or the Type V tank developed by Japan itself was suitable for Japan's actual battle needs is still controversial.
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BORDERMODEL REF:BT- 023 TgerlEarly Japan Versidn, 1944.

[ AMIG-0032 Satin Biack [ AmiG-0033 Rubbera Tires [} AMIG-0034 Rust Tracks
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