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After the breakout of WWIIL, the US Army came ito realized the potential of tanks for rapid assaull,
therefore had started to develop new light tanks. In June 1940, attempts of adding thicker armour, idle
Wheels, as well as enhanced anti-aircraft weapons were made on the rivel-jointed M2A4 chassis,
rendering it the M3 light tank. The whole design was finalized by July 1240,

M3AZ was the last modified version of the M3 family, which adapted inclined armour plates on its front
as well as on both sides, also made full use of welding to enhance its structural strength. Its turret was
also enlarged, adding a space for radio equipment al its rare. A gunner of former M3 tanks had to
share the same hatch with the tank commander, whereas the M3A3 has separate hatches for ils gunner.
The main armament of M3A3 is a 37mm cannon. supplemented by three 7.62 machine guns, including
one mounted coaxially with the main gun, one mounted forward, and one used as an anti_aircraft weapon.
The prototype of this tank was completed in August 1942, and mass production had begun in 1943,
some 3427 were built until Goctober of the same year.

The successful turret design of M3A3 was also adapted by the MSA1, which was then under development.
Since the better fuel_efficient M5A1 won the favour of the US Army, leaving the M3A3 with little chance
to compete. Therefore 2433 M3A3s had been handed over to Allied countries including the Great Britain,
China, and Free France under the Lend_Lease Act, saw intensive services in Western Europe. ltaly,
Burma, and the later Chinese civil war,
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Free French, 1st Morocco Cavalry, Znd Amd. Division.
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3th Company 1st Battalion 1st Chinese Provisional Tank Group. Burma, 1945,
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British, 5th Royal Tank Regiment, 22nd Amd Brigade. June 1944
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3th Company 3th Battalion 1st Chinese Provisional Tank Group. Burma, 1945.
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If for some reason, you are

not fully satisfied or have
aquestions concerning our

product; Please use the form
provide, and send it to our
nearest representative or mail

it directly to our office.

We will deal with that A.S.A.P.
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