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With a total of 175 sister ships, the largest for a destroyer class in the U.S. Navy
inventory, the Fletcher Class proved to be one of the most successful and fa-
mous U.S. Navy destroyer class built during the WWII period. After acknowl-
edging that it needed larger and more versatile multipurpose destroyers to re-
place the then principal Benson/Livermore type ships, which were the final
development of the pre-war destroyer design restricted by the London Treaty,
the U.S. Navy began developing the Fletcher class vessels in mid October
1939. The DD-445 Fletcher, the leading ship of her class, was laid down at the
Federal Shipyard in Kearny, New Jersey in early 1941. In the wake of the DD-
445 would come many more Fletcher Class Destroyers.

As battles with the Japanese Navy continued to escalate, orders for the Fletch-
er class destroyers soared. Starting with the construction of the DD-449 Nicho-
las (launched in February 1942), a number of shipbuilding facilities were utilized
to cope with this huge amount of orders. These facilities included Bath Iron
Works, Boston Navy Yard, Bethlehem Steel Company, and more. From 1943,
latter period Fletcher Class Destroyers featuring various improvements based
on extensive training and combat experience were constructed. Fletcher class
destroyers laid down during this period were deployed to Guadalcanal and
other dangerous waters as soon as they were completed. In May 1943, at the
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Bethlehem Steel Company in Staten Island, construction began on the DD-797.
Named after the Civil War Hero Williams B. Cushing, the Fletcher Class De-
stroyer DD-797 Cushing was completed in January of the following year. Im-
proved areas included an open bridge for better visibility and increased anti-air
armament (gleaned from earlier naval combat lessons). Armament included five
127mm main guns, two 533mm quintuple torpedo tubes, five twin 40mm guns
and seven 20mm guns.

Following strikes on Indochina from Cam Rahn Bay to Saigon, the Cushing
joined forces with the battleships for bombardment of Okinawa. The Cushing
took part in the bombardment of a seaplane base off Kushimoto and the air-
fields near Shionomisaki in southern Honshu. This was the first shelling of the
Japanese mainland by surface ships of the U.S. Navy in WWIL Dropping her
anchor off the starboard beam of the USS Missouri, Cushing was a witness to
the Japanese surrender on September 2, 1945.

On February 3, 1947, USS Cushing was decommissioned at Long beach, CA.
However the Cushing was re-commissioned after the outbreak of the Korean
War, and registered until November 1960. Afterwards, the DD-797 Cushing was
loaned and later sold to the Brazilian Navy and renamed the Parafa. The Cush-
ing / Parana served until 1982.
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A WARNING eMake sure to heat sprue with >PS</\
marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated.

A CAUT|ON @®Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child
assembles the model. @When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra
care should be taken to avoid personal injury. ®Read and follow the instructions sup-
plied with paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of
small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over their
heads. @Incomplete combustion of sprue generates black smoke. Be careful not to in-
hale. Sprue is a combustible material. Be careful not to start fire and burning yourself.
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