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Seafire F Mk.XV ,Aéronavale Service*

To boost the performances of new Seafire versions, Supermarine Company similarly to Spitfire
development used R&R Griffon engine. Slightly heavier and bigger Griffon engine offered considerably higher
power output than R&R Merlin that powered Seafire Mk.I-llls. The development of Griffon powered Seafire
version was started in 1943.

The new version was somewhat crossover of several existing Spitfire and Seafire versions. The fuselage was
taken over from Seafire Mk.III, tail planes were from Spitfire Mk.VIIl and altogether it was powered by Griffon
Mk.1V driving four-bladed Rotol propeller. Later version of Spitfire, particularly Mk.XIl was powered by same
engine. But the new Seafire designated Mk. XV was equipped with symmetrical coolers under each wing’s
halves. The armament consisted of two 20 mm cannons and four 7.7 mm machine guns. The mass production
started at Cunliffe-Owen (182 produced machines) and Westland (246 machines); Supermarine manufactured
only the prototypes. The first 51 produced aircraft were still equipped with “A” arrestor hook mounted below the
fuselage. This assembly unfortunately strained the already strengthened fuselage and therefore the subsequent
machines were equipped with “Stinger” arrestor hooks located at the end of the fuselage. This solution led to the
change of the vertical fin’s rudder. Initially Seafire suffered by griffon engine troubles; the compressor’s clutch
often slipped during take-offs. Seafire Mk.XV came to combat squadrons in 1945 with possible assignment to Far
East. However, these machines came too late to take part in the fights there. Eventually, eight combat FAA
squadrons were equipped with Seafire Mk.XVs. Seafire were also exported to Canada, France and Burma.
Royal Canadian Navy used these Seafires aboard HMCS Warrior, the sole Canadian aircraft carrier, and on
ground bases. Similar deployment occurred in France with Aéronavale. French Seafires operated from aboard
Arromanches aircraft carrier as so from the ground bases. Burma stripped all naval equipment from their Seafires
and deployed them against China supported Communist terrorists in 1950. Since 1947 when the change in
designation of British aircraft was introduced, this Seafire version was re-designated to Mk. 15.

Technical Data: Wing Span: 11.23m, Length: 9.71 m, Max. Speed: 616 kmh, Range: 692 km/without external fuel
tanks, Service Ceiling: 12,000 m.

Podobné jako u vyvoje verzi Spitfiru, pouzila firma Supermarine pfi snaze zvySit vykony novych verzi
Seafiru, motor R&R Griffon. Griffon nabizel pfi mirné vyssi vaze a vétSich rozmérech podstatné vétsi vykon nez
R&R Merlin, dosud pouzivany ve Seafirech Mk.I-1ll. Vyvoj verze Seafiru s Griffonem byl zahajen vroce 1943.

Nové vznikla verze vznikla jakoby kfizenim nékolika verzi Spitfiru a Seafiru. Trup pfevzaty ze Seafiru Mk.1lI
doplnily ocasni plochy Spitfiru MK.VIII a motor Griffon Mk.IV se &tyflistou vrtuli Rotol. Shodny motor pohanél
pozdé;jsi serie Spitfiru Mk.XIl. Ale novy Seafire, oznaceny Mk.XV dostal pod kfidlo symetrické chladice. Vyzbroj
tvofily dva kanony raze 20 mm a &tyfi kulomety 7,7 mm. Sériova vyroba se rozebéhla u firem Cunliffe-Owen (182
ks) a Westland(246 ks), Supermarine vyrobil pouze prototypy. Prvnich 51 vyrobenych kusu mélo jesté
namontovan ,A“ hak pod trupem. tato montadz namahala i zesileny trup novych Seafird. dalSim vyrobenym
Seafirlim byl proto montovan hak ,zihadlo® na konci trupu. To bylo spojeno i se zménou kormidla svislé ocasni
plochy.

Seafiry Mk.XV mély ze zaCatku problémy s motory Griffon, pfi startu Casto prokluzovala spojka kompresoru. Do
fadove sluzby se dostaly v kvétnu 1945 a mély byt nasazeny na Dalném vychodé. Jiz vSak nestihly zasahnout do
boja. FAA nakonec vyzbrojilo Seafiry Mk.XV osm bojovych squadron. Seafiry byly i exportovany do Kanady,
Francie a Barmy. Royal Canadian Navy Seafiry Mk.XV pouzivalo na jediné kanadské letadlové lodi HMCS
Warrior i na pozemnich zakladnach. Stejné pouziti méla pro Seafiry i francouzska Aéronavale.

Francouzské Seafiry operovaly jak z paluby letadlové lodi Arromanches, tak z pozemnich zakladen. Barma své
Seafiry zbavila namofniho vybaveni a nasadila je po roce 1950 proti komunistickym teroristim podporovanych
Cinou. Od roku 1947 se pouzivalo v souladu se zménou ozna€ovani britskych typl oznaceni Seafire Mk.15.

Technicka data:
rozpéti: 11,23m, délka: 9,71 m, max. rychlost: 616 km/h, dolet 692 km/bez pfid. nadrzi, dostup 12 000 m,



Seafire F Mk.15, PR347/12.F.15, Aéronavale , 12. Flotille, Hyéres

Seafire F Mk.15, PR347/12.F. 15, Aéronavale , 12. Flotille, zakladna
Hyéres, 1949. Cervené kormidlo je bud’ zéklad pro francouzskou

air base, 1949. The rudder in red color is possibly the base for

application of French rudder flash or the fabric cover repair (red
stretching lacquer). There are in-flight photos of this aircraft that

proves this red rudder.

lak). Letoun je s takto natfenym kormidlem fotograficky doloZen v

trikoloru nebo disledek opravy platéného potahu (Cerveny vypinaci
letu.
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16

17

Matna Cerna
Flat Black
H12/C33

E

Matna Cervena
Flat Red
H43/ C100

D

Yellow
H329/ C329

Zluta

C

Nebeska modra

Sky
C368

B

Extra tmava morska Seda
Extra Dark Sea Grey

H333/C333

A

OHNOUT
BEND
BIEGEN
COURBER

GSl @&
colours code

POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO
INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE

ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER
ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT

MOZNOST VOLBY

OPTIONAL
NACH BELIEBEN

OPTION

NATRIT
COLOUR
FARBEN
PEINDRE

CUT OFF/DRILL
ENTFERNEN
DETACHER

u REZAT/VRTAT
/i

FERTIGSTELLEN

SCRATCH BUILD
ACHEVER

ZHOTOVIT NOVE

&

FILM Parts (FA-FC)
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Seafire F Mk.15, SR520/1.F.23, Aéronavale , 1. Flotille, zakladna Seafire F Mk.15, SR520/1.F.23, Aéronavale , 1. Flotille, Hyéres air

Hyéres, 1947. Stroj z kamuflaze A v dobé sluzby u 1.F. Fotografie base, 1947. This is the same machine as in camouflage A during its
dokladaji, Ze létal v riznych ¢asovych udobich s kuzelem v barvé service with 1. Flotille. The photo reference proves that during
Skyicervené. several time periods the spinner was painted Sky and even red.

The camouflage schemes

stahnout 1in Color are downloadable
through our website

www.cmkkits.com

émata v
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A Extra tmavéa mofska Seda B Nebeskéa modra ¢ Zluta D Matné Cervena E Matna Cerné
O Extra Dark Sea Grey O Sky Q Yellow - Flat Red - Flat Black

H333/C333 C368 H329/ C329 H43/C100 H12/C33
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+ other colours on pages 9-12 (camouflage)/

@ * dalsi odstiny barev na stranach 9-12

P

Seafire F Mk.15, SR520/54.S.26, Aéronavale, Escadrille de
Servitude No.54, zakladna Hyéres, 1948-1950. Stroj dfive
pouZzivany u 1. Flotille nesl stéle britsky serial. Cislo 26 se opakovalo
na obou stranach pridé (slouZilo k lepSi identifikaci konkrétniho
stroje). Vrtulovy kuzel byl Zluty nebo nesl o néco tmavsi odstin barvy
Sky nez zbytek trupu. Leva kulata krytka na krytu motoru byla v
barvé Sky.

CAM. A
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The camouflage schemes
through our website

www.cmkkits.com

barvé simizete stdhnout in Color are downloadable

Kamuflazni schématav
z nadich stranek
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Seafire F Mk.15, SR520/54.S.26, Aéronavale, Escadrille de
Servitude No.54, Hyéres air base, 1948-1950. This machine, earlier
in its career used by 1. Flotille, still bared the British serial number.
Number 26 was repeated on both sides of the nose (it served for
better identification of the particular machine). The propeller's
spinner was either yellow or was painted by darker shade of Sky
color than the rest of the fuselage. The left service access panel on
the engine cover was in Sky color, too.
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