


Curtiss P-40E Kitlyhawk 1 a 
Plastic kits 

Curtiss P-40E 
Kittyhawk l a 

Plastic kits Scale 1/72 

T h e C u r t i s s P - 4 0 W a r h a w k w a s an A m e r i c a n s i n g l e - e n g i n e , s i n g l e - s c a t , a l l - m e t a l f i g h t e r 
and g r o u n d a t t a c k a i r c r a f t t h a t f irst f l e w in 1 9 3 8 . T h e P - 4 0 d e s i g n w a s a m o d i f i c a t i o n o f 
the p r e v i o u s C u r t i s s P - 3 6 H a w k w h i c h r e d u c e d d e v e l o p m e n t t i m e and e n a b l e d a r a p i d 
e n t r y i n t o p r o d u c t i o n and o p e r a t i o n a l s e r v i c e . T h e W a r h a w k w a s u s e d by the air f o r c e s o f 
28 n a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e o f m o s t A l l i e d p o w e r s d u r i n g W o rid W ar II, and r e m a i n e d in 
f r o n t l i n e s e r v i c e u n t i l the e n d o f the w a r . It w a s the third m o s t - p r o d u c e d A m e r i c a n 
f i g h t e r , a ft cr the P - S I a n d P - 4 7 ; by N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 4 , w h e n p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e P - 4 0 c e a s e d , 
1 3 , 7 3 8 had b e e n b u i l t , a l l at C u r t i s s - W r ight C o r p o r a t i o n ' s m a i n p r o d u c t i o n f a c i l i t i e s at 
B u f f a l o , N e w Y o r k . T h e P - 4 0 E or P - 4 0 E - 1 w a s s i m i l a r in m o s t r e s p e c t s to the P - 4 0 D , 
e x c e p t for a s l i g h t l y m o r e p o w e r fu I e n g i n e and an e x t r a . 5 0 in ( 1 2 . 7 m m ) g u n in e a c h 
w i n g , b r i n g i n g the t o t a l to s i x . S o m e a i rcra f t a l s o had s m a l l u n d c r w i n g b o m b s h a c k l e s . 
S u p p l i e d to the C o m m o n w e a l t h air f o r c e s as the K i t t y h a w k M k I A . T h e P - 4 0 E w a s the 
v a r i a n t tha t b o r e the b r u n t o f a i r - t o - a i r c o m b a t by the t y p e in the k e y p e r i o d o f e a r l y to 
m i d 1 9 4 2 , for e x a m p i c w i t h t h c f i r s t U S s q u a d r o n s to r e p l a c e the A V G in C h i n a ( the A V G 
w a s a l r e a d y t r a n s i t i o n i n g to th i s t y p e from the P - 4 0 B / C ) , the t y p e u s e d by the A u s t r a l i a n s 
at M i l n c B a y , by the N e w Z e a l a n d s q u a d r o n s d u r i n g m o s t o f t h e i r air to a ir c o m b a t , a n d 
by the R A F / C o m m o n w e a l t h in N o r t h A f r i c a as the K i t t y h a w k I A . 

W e w o u l d l i k e to e x p r e s s o u r t h a n k s to M r. T e r r y M c G r a d y for h i s h e l p w i t h the k i t . 
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Colour name 
Block 
White 
interior Green 
Liqht Gray 
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Colour name 
Silver 
Gunnmetal 
Daik Blown 
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