
CATATINA

The most famous and successful flying boat ever built was the Consolidated Model 28 Catalina, which remained in production forten years until the end
of the second world war.

The Caralina-was first ordered by-thE U.$ Navyin 1933 and-flewrwoyea-r-staterin l935;the.prorotyEtMotlel 28showedgiEat.pr6mis-andafter
completing its trials established a fliglit distance record of 3,443 miles. Quantity production began immediately after its trials and delivery to_ the U.S.

N"ri.or"*"nced in 1936, progressi-ve improvement resulted in new versions and the major production version, the PBY-5 flying boat, wai delivered in
t940.

Even before the war the Catalina had attracted the attention of several foreign governments and the first foreign sale was to the Soviet Union in
1g38. Russia bought three Catalinas and a manufacturing licence; the Russian-built Catalina was design-ated the. GST and several hundred of this type were
builtduringtheviaryears. ln lg3g,theAirMinistrypurchasedoneModel 2S.andupontheoutbreakofwarorderedafurther50,thefirstofsome500tobe
used by th; R.A.F. pgy-Ss were also ordered by Fiairce, Holland and Australia. Coastal Comrnand Hudsons went into service in 1941, one of their first
actiond being in May of thar year when a Catalina I of 209 squadron spotted the Bismarck.

Late in 1939, the first amphibious version, the PBY-SA, had appeared and this type was ordered for the U.Sj Nayy and.Canada and later by the
U.S.AA.F. andt-heR.A.F. MinyofthePBY-SAswerebuiltinCanada,wherebothBoeingAircraftof CanadaandCanadianVickershadproduction-lines.
G the R.C.A.F. the pBY-5A waiknown as the Canso and the aircraft reproduced in this kit is in fact a Canadian Vickers-built machine. ln addition to the
a*fttiUiundevelopment,thebasicairframewasdevelopedinaversionknownastheNomadwhichwasproducedinfairlysrnall quantitiesfronr 1943.

The last Cataiina version to be produced was the PBY-6A, which appeared in l?44, and when production oflthis model finished in 1945 atotal of some
3,300Cataiinasofall typeshadbeen'produced. The Catalinahadanimpressivewar-recordonall frontsfromthePacifictoRussiaanddestroyednofewer
tiran 196 U-boats as wetl as rescuing hundreds of allied aircrew. After the war the Catalina continued to be widely used and even today many are still in
serv!ee with the smaller air forces ind with commercial air lines; a comparatively recent use has been that of " water-bomber " in forelt fire'fighting.

The PBY-SA vras powered by two 1,200 h.p. Pratt and Wniq"y engines giving a maxlmunr^speed.of 180 m.p.h. and a rang-e-^of.2,500 miles. Defensive
armament varied considerably, b'eing tisually a tombination of .303 in. and .5 in. mach!neguns. Bomb load consisted of upto4,000 lbs. of bombs,torpedoes
or depth bombs. Span was l04ft. and length 63 ft. l0{ in.
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cement conrrol wheels (8,9)
bulkhead, Iocate and cement

ehind rib in starboard fuselage ,

pit floor (12).
Cernent pilots (13,14) tq seats then cement cockpit
ficor ortc rib cn starboard fuselage haif.

l) to Iocating holes in cock-

seats then cement cockpit

It is recommended that the instructions and exPloded
view are studied and the assembly Practised before
cernenting together. lf it is wished to. Paint internal
details suih as ciew, or cockpit ihteriorq, this is best done
before assembly.
l. Place nose turret pivot pin (l) through hole in nose

turret Dlate (2) and cement into recess beneath nose
turret base (j). Note chamfer is to underside of
turret plate.

2. Place, DO NOT CEMENT, Pivot Pins on either side
of nose gun (4) into recesses in nose turret trans'
parency (5) then cement nose turrettransParency to
iurret'bise, gun protruding through slot in trans-
Parency.

3. Cemeni nose turret plate between locating ribs in
nose of starboard fuselage half (6).

4, Cut out and cement Printed instrumeni panel to

Locate and cement the six side transoarencies (15-20)
into port (?-l),and starboard fuselage'hatves. '
At this.stage if a model wirh iower;d undercarriage is
desired, complete locatillg hole to rear of bliste-r in
port fuselsge half by PierJing from rhe inside.
Locate and- eeJne.nt Pont and starboard waist gun
supports (22.23) into rectangular recesses in upper
boxes beneath Port and starboard waist windo\trs.

10, Press DO NOT CEMENT plvot pins on base of port
and starboard waist gg1 mountinss (24. 25) 

-into

l9*t! tq holes.in.top 
"f 

iiiit ;;;;;;pTd. t{ointing"

ll. Press DO NOT CEMENT waisr guns (26,27) on to
. r pivol plns o1 side of. gun moumings:: Noie grms

_ should be_able to iraverse, depress ind elevate,-
12. Locateand cernent l$g on bassof port and starboard' wgist gunners (28, 29) into rectaireular recesses in

lower boxes in por't and starboard fiselage halves.
13. l-ocate and cement lower fuselage transparency (30)

into stai'board fuselage half, narrow end io reai. '
,l4. Gently spring DO NO't CEMENT nose wheel (31)

between axle of nose wheel leg (32).
15. Press one of the pivot lrins ori riose wheel leg into

Iocating hole in starboard fuselage half-DO-NOT
CEMENT.

l6r Cement port and starboilrd fuselage halves together,
at same time locating Pivot pin on opposite iide of
nose wheel leg, PositiDnini and cdrirenting nose
turret plate, forward bulkhead, and cqckpi-t floor
.between or against respEctive ribs in port fuseiaee.

17. Locate and cement bomb aimer's cover (33) to fusElage
nose.

I8. Ptace starboard rudder half (34) in position over fin
and fuselage hinges and carefillli cernent port rudder
hali (35) to starboard 

- ENSURE NO CEMENT- COI,ES INTO CONTACT WITH HINGES.
19. Locate and cement togErher upper and lower Dort

elevator halves (36, 34. Repeat piocedure rvith uiper
and lower starboard elevator h'alves (38, 39).

20. Lay port elev-ator hinges ;n recesses in port tailplane
lower:.half (40).then cement taiiplane upper half (41)
to lower. 'ENSURE NO CEMENT COMES tNTCj
CONTACT WITH HINGES.

21, Repeat. procedure with starboard ta!lplane upper and
Iower halves (42,43) anc starboard eievator. 

'

22. Locate and cement tabs 6n a5sgrnlled port and staf.
board tailplan-es into loc11i6g slots in iort and star.
boai-d sides of fin.

23. l-ocate and cement together uppen and lower wing
cerltre sections (44, 45).

24, Press pin of one pr:opellsr (46) through port engine
cowling, (47) and retaining bush (48),-seiure wiih a
drop of cemen0 on relr of bush. ENSURE NO
CEMENT COMES INTO CONTACT WITH COWL.
ING.

25. Repeat procedure with starboard-propeller, engine
co-wling and retlining lush (49-51). 'ALLOW 

TO
DRY.

26. With step to top and renp, locate and cement port
and starboard intakes (52, 53) into recesses ben'eath
port and starboard engire naielles.

27. Cement co$/lings to nac€lle fronts, Iarge cut out in
cowlings fitting around irrtakes.

28. Locate and cernent landing light transparencies
(54,55) -into cut ours in pori and starboard leading
edges of centre wing sectibn.

29. Cement_exhausts (56-59) into !"ecesses on top of
naceiles behind cowlings, deeper edge nearest centre
line of nacelle in each case.
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FLOAT DETAIL
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37. l-ocat: and cement icgether port and starboard aiieron
halves (77-80). 45; When dry sprirtg ends of larle siays (95, 96) into

38, t-ocate inci cer:rei:t locating pins c.n back of.end plates locations wichin ends cf pcrt and 
'st;iboar6'wing

(81,82) inrc g;'ooves in cenire ribs at end of Lpper h:lves.
halve: ofporilnC sra:'board wings (83,84). End piates 45. Spring ends oi small stays intc raise hinges on float
matcir wii-rg secticns a:-rd stnall locating pins on inner lopsa .N91e : Clip on stavs :o inside,- When in
face ar-e to rear, " DOWN " Pssition clip sta,5 togeiher. When

39. Lay assembicd ailercns in position in upper wing ._ raisingfloarsunclipstays. Ford:tailsieinset.
half. 4/. Locate and cernenl t3bs on pot and s:arboard outef

zr0. ldentify marked port and sEarboard large cover
plates (85, 86), lay pivot pins on large ccver p!ates
within grooves in port and starboard lovrer wing
h:lves i87, 88).

4i. Carefully iement together uppe;'and lower port and
starboard vring halves, ensuring cement i5 I<ept away
from pivot pins on ailerr>ns and ccvei'plates, Note
pivot pins on inner face ol end p!ates lcc;Lte ir-lto holes
in aileron outer enris.

42. Locate and cernent {ioei tops (99, 90) to float bodies
(?1, 92). Note hinges on f!cat tops face upurards.

43. Locate and cernent tabs on ends of large cover plates
into locating slcts in line l.rith hirrges on floa: tcps*
narrovs end of floats to rear and hi:rges to outside,

44. Locate and cer":":ent the lccating pins in rhe baci< of tire
smail cover plates (93,94) ir:to lrc:ting ho!es in centre
bush at ends of port anC starbca:-rl uppei wing halves,

30. l-ocate and cenrent centre recess belcvr wing sectiorr
onto pyion on fuseiage, at ssme time lccating and
cementing upper anC lower ends ol wing st:'uts
(6C-63) into fairings beneath port and starboard sices
of wing secticn aird pc: t and star^bc'arr.l fuselage siCes.
Note the longer struai ai'e forrvard in each case,

31. The.iesired uncierearriage position siroulci now be
sel ecte d.
lfthe " dovrn " position is required locate and cenrent
rhe lccating pins on unCercai-riage legs (54, 65) into
loceting holes in inner recesscs in port and starboard
wheel lveils.

32, Cement together one male and female main wheei
halr {66,67), press hub (68) through wheel and cement
on to eild ei port axie leaving lrheei {rea to tuin on
hub.

33. Sir",rilar'ly assembte and fit second rnain wheel (59-71).
34, Locate and ce;lent locating pin on tcp of ladder (72)

into !ocating hoie to rear of port b!ister oprring.
Note the lacider acts as a support when the model
srrnds on its undcrcarria3e.

35, Locate and cerirent irose door supports {73,74), r\bs
facing cui.vards:o recesses !nsicie nose doors (75,76).

36. With .nider end ol doors foiward, locate and cement
door supports lo each side of wheel yrell. Note well
sides are berleen ii5s on dccr suppoi'ts.

wing sections into locating rlots in centre wing
secti o n.

48. When the floats are " DOtl/N ' undercarriase should
be in retracted position, in whicl case legs arE omitted
and main wheel uppe-i" recess :over plites (99, 100)
cemented into top of recess +r pord and siarboari
sides and wheels cemented intowells below^

49. ldentify and place small po1 inner transDarent
blister (f0l) inside shell of laqe port out". Llister
.102), handte on edge of inner tr,nsdarency ro bortom.
Carefully.apply"cement only to-;6 of bliiter opening
on port side of fuselage and loca:e transparencies overi loeations on fuselage,
Ensure cexnent is clear.of movirg px1"15 so that innef
transparency can be raised or o-wLred,

50. Similarly assemble, locate ard cement starboard
blister transparencies (103, 104,
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5t. Locate and cement cockpit canopy (105) on top of
fuselage.

52. Locate and cement D,F, loop (106) to locating hole
above centre wing setion.

53. Locate and cemeni fo'ward mooring bollard (107)
to recess in port side rf nose.

5,1. Locate and cement lccating pin on aft mooring
boilarC (108) into lccating hole beneath tail at
rear of fuselage.

55. Locate and cement logether bomb halves (109.
I t6).

56. Locite and cement bonb tail rings (l I 7- I 20) to ends
of bonrbs.

57. Locate and cement tomb carrierc (l2l-128) into
locating holes beneatr port and starboard sides of
centre wing section; tllow to dry.

58. Clip, do not cement tombs to carriers.
59, Loiate and cement pi:ot tube into locating hole in

leading edge of port lide of wing (129).

DARK SLATE GREY

NOTE: lf it is wished to paint the model it shouid be
done at this stale using the colour scheme
and painting notes for smaller details.

Apply tiansiers:
and painting notes for smaller details.
:ransfers: First cut the sheet into 9cut the sheet into 9 separate
subjects, dip in warm water for a fevr mlnutes
and slide into position shown on illustration.
The red and blue roundels to upper wings;
the small roundels to fuseiage siddJ; the blic(
serial numbers iust forward of tail fin on
fuselage sides; fin flashes. cither side of fin;
thc aircraft name is applied to the transparent
base-

DARK SEA GREY OVER
DARK SLATE GREY (GREEN)

MATT BLACK

WHITE

To give camoufiage effect over upper
surfaces of wing and tailplane.

Wheel tyres, propellers, engine fronts and
guns. Bombs. Leading edges of wing and

tail fin.

All other surfaces.

SI'GGESTED COT.OUR
SCHEilTE

DARK SEA GREY
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