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The Morane-Saulnier MS406C1 was the first

modern fighter produced in France. In 1934,

the French Military requested a modem aircraft
o replace the omtmoded fighters being used
with WW 1 characteristics. Morane-Saulnier
produced the MS405, with a welded steel
fuselage. covered with light metal at front, and
fabric at
monoplane with inward retracting landing gear

the rear, It was o
and a fully enclosed cockpit. The wings were
duralumin and plywood, with fabric covered
control surfaces, Modified and improved with
a Hispano-Suiza HP860 engine and 7.5
machine guns, the MS406C1 first flew in 1938
and was produced during the same time frame
us the Messerschmitt Bf109, It was obvious

low wing,

that the BfI0OY outclassed the MS406C1 in
the French had
numerous expert pilots who were successful in
downing the German arcraft at the outbreak of
the war. The MS406 was also exported 10
Finlund and Switzerland, remaining in service
until 1950's

performuance; however.

{DATA} : Crew: One: Length: 8.08m: Wing
Span: 10.60m; Height: 2.84m; Wing Arew
16m% Max Weight: 2,722kg: Max Speed:
490Kph @4.480m: Engine: Hispano-Suiza
12Y31, liquid cooled, 12 cyl. B60hp @ TO;
Weapons: Hispano-Suiza HS59 20mm cannon
X 1. MAC 1934 7.5mm machine gun X 2
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Developed as the successor to the M.S.406, the
D.520 was becoming the principle lighter of
the Armee de L’
though less than 40 were in service. Following
the country” s fall, some continued to be used

by Free French forces, while others were used

by not only Vichy forces, but by Germany, Ttaly,

Bulgaria and Romania, putting this aircraft in
the position of being used by both sides in the
conflict, While the D.520 had a lower top
speed and could not climb as quickly as the
Bf109E, its handling and maneuverability were

superb and it is unquestionably the best French

Air at the start of the war,

fighter of the period. Following France' s
liberation in 1944, D.520s were once again
brought together to rejoin the fight againsi
Germany, seeing action through the end of the

War,

{Data) : Crew: One; Wingspan: 10.2m; Length:
8.75m; Height: 2.56m: Wing area: 15.97m’;
Engine: Hispano-Suiza 12Y45 (910hp); Gross
weight: 2,780kg: Maximum speed: 529 km/h
(4.000m): Armameni: 20mm cannon x 1,
7.5mm MG x 4
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