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Since Normandy landing, the U.S. forces
mirched forward to Germany, carrying away
all Germans before them wuntil in December,
1944, they suffered a crushing defeat at the
Ardennes region in France under the fierce
counterattack by the ememy (“Battle of the

Bulge 9. The U.S. 101 th Airborne Division and
the 10th Armoured Corps were eritically
surrounded at Bastogne by the German forces
when they got out of danger with the aid of
the 3rd Army which rushed to the scene when
informed of their critical situation.

With the success of this rescue operation,

ey

QY
/

N\

the U.S. forces were able to have a chance to
restore their falling fortunes.

Right at this critical juncture, the M4A3
E8 Sherman tank, the newest type of the M4
medium tank, made a gallant appearance at the
spearhead of the 3rd Army under the command
of Lieutenant General Patton, who was said to
be the most gifted with a superhuman skill in
fighting battles of armoured forces among All
the U.S. Army Commanders.

There are more than 30 different types of
the M4 Sherman medium tank including the T-6
manufactured for trial, the M4 officially
adopted in October, 1941 and the M4A3 adopted
in 1942, The M4A3E8 especially which
crowned its first campaign with success and
gave a chance for the surrounded U.S. forces
to gain victory, differed gretly from a series
of the former Shermans in its reinforced
It was equipped with a large
revolving gun turret, a 76mm gun of high
initial speed and a new level suspension
device. It was, in fact, the last type of the
M4 tank series.

The number of the M4A3E8 produced at
the Chrysleré tank plant in Detroit, which
had also been called “Easy Eight”, amounted
to 1445 during the period from September,
1944, to January, 1945, Besides, most of 1,925
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equipments.
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M4A3s each equipped with a 76mm gum had
been remodelled into the M4A3ES type during
the Korean war, replacing their narrow-gauged
caterpillars and vertical suspension devices
with wide-gauged and level omes respectively,
It is also said that at about the same time,
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Fig. g CG"‘Struct':m of
Gun Turret, B

;klﬁhe'f fixing Machine Gun A28,
onto MG Holder, A27

: be sure
{:,SL te fix them together without
® uUse of adhesives. Do

likewise with Parts, Al7

How to make an Antenna

* Use the runner from which the
parts have been taken off. First,
warm it with a candie fire. When
It becomes very soft, stretch it
both ways until it becomes very
thin. Then, cut it to proper
length for use as an antenna.
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Fig. 11 Completion of Hull
*Firstly, fiy Front Upper Hull
onto Lower Hull as shown in the
figure Then, fix Rear Upper Hull
onto Lower Hull with a snap
When removing Upper Hull from
Lower Hull, push the former a
little foward to take off its rear
Portion from the latter. Then
unfasten the front portion.

* When fixing Gun Turret onto
Upper Hull, fix the groove at the
base of Gun Turret into that at
of Upper Hull. Then, move Gun
Turret around 90° and the model
will be completed.

Construction of A Dummy
*There are two kinds of left arm
A3 and A-4. Left Arm, A-3, is
used to represent a tank leader
holding a pair of field glasses with
both hands, Left Arm, A-4, is
used to show his hand touching
periphery of Hatch.

Goggle

( A- 1|

{silver or white) | Helmet
Combat uniform \, —{ olive-drab )

(olive-drab ) A-3
A-2

&

A N\
& )
)}
| \)Gloves
Field glasses (olive
(matted black ) drab)
Change-over Belt
switch/ s (Khaki
(matted black |\ colour )
/ Bullet-case

(dark brown)

— Shoes
(matted black )

The mark in front of the tank as
shown in the picture of the com:
pleted model, was used for the tanks
which belonged to the B Company
of the 45th Tank Battalion.

This battalion was active in support
operation of the U.S. 5th Infantry
Combat Corps during the Korean

war.
As for the B Company, it was dis-
patched as a single unit from the
§th Mechanized Division then inthe
U.S. to the Korean front in Septem-
ber, 1950, and actively engaged it-
self in pursuing the enemy from
Pusan Beachhead to Hamhung to-
gether with the Ist Cavalry Division
already there.

m Completion of Hull

Picture of the completed model
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The Japan Land &
Defence Force
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paste . biaes

be pasted on both sides
rin case of 218: 90-30Tl
l In case of [®] 9{-3( ;78

Japan Land Self Defence Foree

. Mark of the Laad
Sell Defence Force

# Each registration number of a vehicle

stands for the following
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Kind of vehicle Number of a battalion
Kind of tank é}
The initial registration number of —"\\1 f“"ﬂr"'ﬁ"f"'""’z"’[ —
G | | 1
the Seif-Defence Force will vary acco- 1 = "i
dmg to kind uf the whxcl« involved ; [ 2:
Personnl Tran | ¢ H
q | Tank q] por t(vlnn Wik : o ! I ;:
)', SP Gun ~ ! | _':!
e o | . =2 . =B
“The next numeral following the ! 7
initial number represents kind of the ‘ |~ In case of 213: B e
tank involved:
uk jvolved L. 1n case of (&7 | B4EE-2 1 ——————
0 | M24 Tank - M4t Tank |

This is one of 5ernl numbers that

"7{} begins from 001. * 078 therefore,

u means that it is the 78th vehicle. Uu. S. AR MY

Il’:ﬁ §'}§3'2¢l This means that the vehicle
belongs the second Company
of the lst Division.

wARE This means * the East Training ‘[@'. I8 30

Corps’. "

i!EP{ECIz This is an abbreviation mark for . :
the 2nd Company of the Mechanized Side View
Training Corps.

! The figure stands for the No.3 tank
l 3 thet belongs to the lst Platoon of the
2nd Company.
Explmnion of Marks and Number Marks of
S. Army.
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Thu number m:rk should b¢ read in the
order of A, @ and @, It means the 4th
Battalion, the 73th Regiment, the 4th Mechanized
Division.

I’) This means the No.2 tank of the
£. st Platoon of the A Company.
’ This stands for the regist
29“348 ration number of the vehicle.
CALIFORNIAN JANE
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J - ‘ % ‘ I

This is the nickname for the tank.
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The 1/35 Identical Tank Series

Mil WALKER BULLDOG

T.10 STALIN HEAVY TANK

Mi SHERMAN MEDIUM TANK

KIHG TIGER HMEAVY TANK
HUNTING TIGER HEAVY TANK

PANTHER MEDIUM TANK }

JAGDPANTHER MEDIUM TANK

LEOPARDO MEDIUM TANK
TIGER | HEAVY TANK

M2 DUSTER

MOB0OAT MEDIUM TANK

TYPEG! MEDIUM TANK

CENTURION MEDIUM TANK

M551 SHERIDAN

PANZER KAMPFWAGEN Il

fiton SEMI TRACK Sd.Kfz7

KV-1 HEAVY TANK

M3l JACKSON

PANZER KAMPFWAGEN Il
STURMGESCHUETZ Il

1/25th-scale De Luxe Tank Series

CHIEFTAIN MEDIUM TANK

T.84 MEDIUM TANK

§U-100 TANK DESTROYER _

TIGER | HEAVY TANK

PANTHER MEDIUM TANK
JAGDPANTHER TANK DESTROYER
CENTURION MEDIUM TANK
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M4A3E8 SHERMAN
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a part of the M4A3s equipped with 75mm guns
had likewise been remodelled into the M4A3ES
:::es:)spension devices with those of the latter
type. The M4A3E8s which had been placed
with the mechanized divisions at the fronts
since August, 1944, was active as main-strength
tanks in various central European fronts
during the latter half of the world war and
Jater in the Korean war as well.

However, all these M4 Shermans were
dropped from the list of the U.S. Army
organizations and equipments in 1956 after the
M47 medium tanks ( the Patton II type ) and
the Md8s ( the Patton I type ) began to be
placed with all the mechanized divisions on a
large scale as their main-stregth tanks in
1955, the preceding year.

The M4 Shermans had also been active
outside the U.S. as some of them were granted
to the NATO and SEATO forces after the
World war II, The Japan Land Self-Defence
Force, too, were granted with about 200 of
them in October, 1954. They had since been
active as main-strength tanks for the Japan
Force until the 61-type medium tanks were

replacing their gun turret, caterpillars

produced. At present, the Shermans are
being replaced with these 61-type medium
tanks.

The details of the “ Easy Eight ” are as
follows: Its hull is made of armoured-plates
welded together. The front plate has an angle
of inclination amounting to 47 degrees. The
hull itself is subdivided into three compartme-
nts — the pilot chamber in front, the central

combat room and the engine compartment at

the rear. A crew of five is active inside the
hull a pilot and a front gunner in the pilot
chamber while a tank leader, a gunner and a
charger in the combat room respectively, A
single bulkhead partitions the combat room
from the engine compartment to holster hull
structure and also to serve as a fire shield.

At the top of the pilot chamber, there are
right and left large hatches, each opening at
one side only. Each hatch is equipped with a
periscope for outside view. In the combat
room itself, a pilot seat is located at the left,
while at the right,

seat.

a front-gunner-and-copilot
The charger is situated at the left in
the middle combat room, while the tank leader
and the gunner, to the right.

The engine compartment contains a liquid-
cooled gasoline engine, a fuel tank and an
extinguisher. Its upper door is a folding one,
while at the bottom of the front gunner seat
is fitted an emergency escape hatch when
damaged by enemy shots.

The gun turret is casted and extended at
the rear. And it differs from that of a 75mm
gun type in that fully shot-proof casing covers
its whole length. It is also equipped with a
folding hatch for the charger and an anti-air
12. 7mm ( 50-inch ) machine gun holder, This,
however, is an earlier version, the latter one
being fitted with a hatch that opens to one
side only.

The hatch for a tank leader opens to one
side only for both versions, It is equipped
with a cupola which has five periscopes for

outside view. :

The engine is designed and produced by |

the Ford and is a 60°, V-type,

GAA 1I (or GAA I ), liquid-cooled gasolins |
500/2, 000 r.p.m,

8-cylinder, |

engine with a power of ‘ ‘
The main gun of the “Easy Eight” is a|

76mm ( 52-inch ) M1AIC (or M1A2 ) tank |
gun with a long gun barrel. It is further |
improved in that its initial velocity is ”m'h;
increased and made more powerful than the |

M-3 type, 75mm ( 40-inch ) gun of the former
M4 series. ‘

The armour-piercing power of the MIAZ |
gun when it uses armour-piercing shots reaches
66, 61, 56, and 51 mm at 500, 1,000, 1,500,
and 2,000m respectively. Its maximum range
is said to reach 14,700m. The total number
of shots carried along is 86, while its firing
speed is 20 shots per minute.

The main gun and other 4iding machine
handled either manually or
mechanically with a motor device. The main

guns can be

gun also can change its firing angles from 1°
to 25°. The time needed for a complete 360°
round of the gun turret is about 15 seconds.
Besides the main gun, the “ Easy Eight ”
is equipped with two 7.62mm ( 30-inch )
Browning M1919A4 machine guns, one in front
hull, the other, in front of gun turret, Also,
a single 12.7mm ( 50-inch ) Browning M2-type
anti-air machine gun is mounted on the upper
gun turret.
In short, this M4A3E8 Sherman tank was
a masterpiece medinm tank of the high world
standard during the latter half of 1940s.

Weight: 33t

Number of crew: 5
Overall length: 5.88m
- Overall width: 2.98m

Essential Specification of the M4A3ES
Overall height: 3.02m

Distance from the lowest part to
the ground: 0.335m

Length of ground portion: 3.73m
Caterpillar width: 0.61m
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