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4) Sikorsky S-51 helicopter, RCAF 9603, 1947
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MepLuni cepiiHvi BepToniT Cikopebkoro -R-5 criodatky 6ye
ABOMIiCHUM Tawgemom. [lepwwui i3 n'ATv npoToTuNig,
ocHalleHuin 450-cunsHum pagiansHum gsurysom YWasp Junior,
anetie 18 cepnus 1943 poky. [Jani 6yno noBynosavo 25
nepeacepinHux renikonTepis YR-5A, apa 3 skux 6ynu otpumani
BIiCLKOBO-MOpPCLKMM  (hrioToM  Mig noaHadeHHaMm HO2S-1.
Cepia R-5A craHoBuna 34 oguHuui. M'ATe 3 HAX Topumanu
crapeHe kepyBaHHs i 3sannck R-5E. MpuHaitmHi 20 R-5A 6ynn
ocHaleHi HoeumMm asuryHom Wasp Junior (600 n.c.), ctanu
3gartuce R-5D.

Came us moaudikauis i ctana HoBum S-51, wo mas
36inbweHy 4oTupumicHy kabiHy. Mepwwin KomepuinHWiA
BEepTONIT, po3pobneHunii Cikopcekim, Bnepiue anetie 16 nioToro
1946 poky i Bys cepTucbikoBaHMit MicALEeM nisHiwe AreHuiew
umBineHoi asiaii. B CeprHi Lboro  poky nepLui ekcnnyaTtaHTK
oTpUmMany HoBi MalMHu. Humu ctanu United Air Lines Ta Los
Angeles Airways.

Bcworo 6yno nobynosaHo 300 S-51, gesxi 3 450-cunsHnmu
OBWUIYHamK, iHWi 3 600-CMNbHUMKM Ta poTopamu Binsworo
niametpy. Bilicbkosi Bepcii Bynu nosHaueHi sk R-5F (11
oTpumany USAF), H-5G (38 psaTyBanbHUX, OCHALLEHWX
nigioMHuKom), H-5H (17 oguHuub Ans excnnyatadii 3 BogHux
nogepxoHs), HO3S-1 1a S-2 (90 oawHuub 3aranom, ue
MOpcbKa paTyeanbHa Bepcis). ¥ S-51 Bys TpunonacHwii
HECYYMI pOTOP, NoNarTi sKoro MoxHa Byno cknactv Hasag, Ans
3MeHLUeHHs rabapuTy. MepLwniA nitak Mas py4He ynpaerniHHA,
Ake nisHiwe Byno samivene rigpasniyHum. Poamip kabiHu
Takox 36inbLuMBeS.

Y 1947 poui 6purancska Westland npuabana niuenasio Ha
BypisHuyTeo S-51 i BunycTuna 139 septonsoTie 4o 1953
poky. BputaHckbka Bepcis Mana Hassy Dragonfly.

The first helicopter to be built in large numbers was a
derivative of the Sikorsky R-5, which started out as a tandem
two-seater. The first of five prototypes flew on 18 August 1943
powered by a 450hp Wasp Junior radial. This was followed by
25 YR-5Apre-production models, two of which were assigned
to the Navy under the designation HO2S-1. While production
of the R-5A was getting under way (34 built), five pre-series
aircraft were converted into the R-5E, which had dual controi,
while at least 20 modified R-5As were later given new, 600hp
Wasp Juniorengines and redesignated R-5D.

From the latter, the S-51 was developed, with a slightly
enlarged four-seat cabin and a tricycle landing gear. The first
commercial helicopter designed by Sikorsky, it first flew on 16
February 1946 and was certified a month later by the Civil
Aviation Agency and delivered o the first customerin August. It
was sold to United Air Lines and Los Angeles Airways.

Actotal of 300 S-51s were built, some with 450hp engines,
others with 600hp engines and larger diameter three-blade
rotors. The military versions were designated R-5F(11 to the
USAF), H-5G (38 fitted with a rescue hoist), H-5H (17 with
amphibious wheel/pontoon landing gear), HO3S-1 and S2 (90
inall, naval rescue version).

The S-51 had a three-blade articulated rotor, the blades of
which could be folded back to facilitate stowage. The first
aircraft had manual pitch control; this was later replaced by a
hydraulic system. The cabin diameter was also increased.

In 1947, Westland acquired the license to build the S-51
in Britain and produced 139 up to 1953, The British version,
named the Dragonfly, had a 550hp Alvis Leonides engine.

hni

Hoexunallength - 17.39 m; [liametp potopa/Rotor diameter - 19,61 m; Bucota/Height - 3,86 m; 3nitHa Bara (makc.)/
Loaded weight - 2261 kg; laneHicTe nonkoty/Range - 441 km; Kpeiicepcbka wenakicTs/Cruising speed - 130 km/y;
Makc. sucota nonsoty/Ceiling - 4511 m; Kinbkicte nacaxwpie/Number of passengers - 3.
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US Dark Green Black Matt Black Red Aluminium
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Light Grey Olive Drab Yellow Brown Green
Humbrol 64 Humbrol 155 Humbrol 24 Humbrol 22 Humbrol 120
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1) U.S. Air Force Sikorsky H-5G rescue helicopters (s/n 48-528) in Korea, 1952
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% 2) Sikorsky S-51 AB0-1, the first RAAF helicopter1948-11-16

3) The second of the three Westland-Sikorsky WS-51 Dragonfly Mk. 1As
operated by the JMSDF as S-51s from July 1954
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Abr Force Siorsky H-5G rescue helicopters (s/n 48-528) in Korea, 1952

Sikorsky 5-51 ABRD-1. the frst RAAF helicopber1948-11-16

LLS. Ak Force Sikorsky H-50 rescua halicopters (s/n 48-528) in Korea, 1952

%‘—' Sikorsky S-51 helicopter, RCAF 960 , 194





