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Fw 190F-8 intro

When, in 1941, Luftwaffe units began to receive the Fw 190A, it was already apparent that the aircraft in question could be multi-talented. Robust construction and a powerful engine
allowed for the use of a wide range of weaponry, not only imbedded in the wings, but also carried under a variety of hardpoints. One of the main variants to be extrapolated from the Fw 190
was a fighter-bomber version designed for the direct support of ground forces.

The main precision bomber of the Luftwaffe, the Ju 87 Stuka, a recognized symbol of Blitzkrieg mentality, was becoming evidently obsolete in terms of the increasingly defensive
posture forced upon the Luftwaffe. The new requirement called for an aircraft capable of delivering ordinance as well as simultaneously being able to protect itself in the event of combat
with opposing fighters.

The development of a fully capable fighter-bomber variant of the Fw 190 was not a simple, linear one. Effectively, the lineage can be traced back to the U-1 and U-3 arrangements
on the Fw 190A-4, in 1942. Changes from the straight fighter included the removal of the outboard wing guns and the addition of an underfuselage ETC 501 rack for the carriage of 250 kg
or 500kg bombs. The cockpit, engine and fuel tanks were armored as to provide protection from underneath. Series production of the type with these modifications was undertaken, but
initially only as conversions from standard As. These aircraft were temporarily known as ‘Schlachtflugzeug 1°, and became the Fw 190F-1. As the Fw 190A line evolved, there was
aparallel development of the Fw 190F-2 (A-5/U3), F-3 (from the A-5 and A-6), F-8 (the A-8) and the F-9 (A-9).

The Fw 190F-8, in service from 1944, was the most widely used version of the type. The main differentiating features from previous types included the use of a propeller with a smaller
diameter, and an increase in the fuselage mounted MG 17 7.92mm guns to 13mm MG 131s. The wing root cannon made up of two MG 151/20E weapons remained unchanged.. Also
unchanged was the use of the BMW801D-2 engine. A strengthened wing also became a standard feature on the F-8, first used on the Fw 190A-6, and also, by association, the F-3, and was
capable of carrying racks for 50kg bombs. The strengthened wing and a quartet of ETC 50 or ETC 71 racks enabled the carriage of 50kg or 70kg bombs respectively. Variations were
rounded out with the possibility of mounting ETC 503 racks, enabling the use of 250kg bombs under each wing.

The mounting Soviet offensive and the opening of the western front presented the Lufwaffe with the need to address certain issues. A huge amount of armored ground units and
equipment, along with the inability to deal with them from the air, paved the way for the development of some radical weapons. All manner of cannon armament and combinations tried on
the Ju 87, Hs 129 and Fw 190F proved disappointing in one way or another, notably against more heavily armored targets. Working off of experience gained with unguided air-air weapons
used against formations of heavy bombers, air-ground derivatives were developed known as Panzerschreck 1 and 2, and Panzerblitz 1 and 2. Both types were used in conjunction with
special racks under the wings, with the Panzerschreck (Ps) being fired from tube launchers in fours or in bundles, mounted under standard wing hardpoints.

Panzerschreck shells were composed of a grenade for handheld anti-tank weapons electrically firing an 88 mm round at a velocity of 130m/s (Ps 1) and 240m/s (Ps 2).

Panzerblitz was a more viable solution to the problem and these electrically fired off anti-tank grenades from a semi-circular rack mounted at hardpoint positions under each wing.
The Fw 190F-8 typically carried a maximum of eight Pb 1 rockets (80mm calibre) or Pb 2 (130mm calibre) at velocities of up to 374 m/s.

Combat use of the new weapon systems came about at the end of 1944, beginning of 1945, when they were allocated to Staffels SG 1, 3, 4,9, 10, 77 and 151. Some of these units ultimately
never used them. The first combat use of the Panzerblitz is known to be at the beginning of 1945 during Operation Bodenplatte.

Through the winter and spring of 1945, use of these weapons was sporadic due to logistic problems that hampered supply. The last use of Pazerschreck and Panzerblitz documented was in
the spring of 1945, in the Luftwaffe’s attempt to halt the Allied drive to Berlin and into the Czech lands. Many Schlachtgeschwadern with Fw 190F-8s, ended their service careers
abandoned on Czech airfields, and examples of these weapons were discovered after the war.

Fw 190F-8s were also utilized in other projects, such as potential use as torpedo carriers and mother aircraft for ‘Pucke-Pack’ with the Ju 88, better known as the Mistel. At the very end of
the war, Fw 190F-8s were also considered for a rather desperate move, a type of ground target ‘Rammjager’ to have been deployed as Kommando Bienenstock. Fortunately, Fw 190F-8s
did not serve such purposes.

Kdyz se v roce 1941 zacaly ke stihacim utvarim Luftwaffe dostavat prvni Fw 190A, bylo jiz jasné, Ze jde o letoun s mnohostrannym pouzitim. Mohutna konstrukce a motoricka sila
tohoto stroje totiz umozilovala pouziti Siroké skaly zbrani a to jak zabudovanim do kiidla, tak v nejraznéjsich podvésech. Jednou z hlavnich variant které postupnym vyvojem Fw 190A
vznikly, byla bitevni ¢i stihaci-bombardovaci, uréena zejména k pfimé podpote pozemnich vojsk.

Hlavni bitevnik Luftwaffe pro ptesné bombardovani, Ju 87 Stuka, jeden ze symbola Blitzkriegu i Bitvy o Britanii, za¢al pomalu zastaravat a nesta¢il na zménu defenzivniho postaveni
Luftwaffe v Evropé. Nahrada méla byt schopna nejen nést pumy a uto€it palubnimi zbranémi, ale také dokazat se efektivné branit ptipadnym titoktim stihacti protivnika.

Cesta Fw 190 k pIné¢ stihaci-bombardovaci varianté nebyla ptimocara. Za efektivni pocatky 1ze povazovat tovarni ipravy U-1 a U-3 pro Fw 190A-4 v roce 1942. Zména oproti stthacim
verzim spocivala zejména v odstranéni vnéjsich kiidelnich kanoénii a namontovani trupového zavésniku ETC 501 pro 250kg ¢i 500kg pumu. Pfibylo pancéfovani motoru, nadrzi
a pilotniho prostoru tak, aby byl letoun Iépe chranén zespod. V této podobé zacala i sériova vyroba nového bitevniku (prozatim vsak sestavajici pouze z uprav stihaci verze A), ktery po
kratce pouzivaném oznaceni ,,Schlachtflugzeug 1°“ byl dale znam jako Fw 190F-1. Tak, jak se vyvijela zakladni stihaci fada Fw 190A, paralelné s ni vznikaly i bitevni varianty Fw 190F-2
(A-5/U3), F-3 (zA-5a A-6), F-8 (A-8) aF-9 (A-9). Fw 190F-8, nasazeny od roku 1944, se stal nejrozsifené;jsi bitevni variantou tohoto typu. Nejzakladné&jsimi rozdily proti pfedchozim
dvou MG 151/20E v kofenech kiidla. Také pohonna jednotka BMW 801D-2 byla pouZivana jiz diive. Standardem se u F-8 stalo zesilené kiidlo, prvné pouzité u Fw 190A-6 a tedy i F-3,
schopné nést kiidelni zavésniky pro pumy 50 kg. Zesilena kiidla a ¢tvefice zavésniki ETC 50 nebo ETC 71 umoznovala nést pod kiidly pumy 50 kg, respektive 70 kg. Variabilitu
doplnovaly i kiidelni zavésniky ETC 503 umoznujici nést pod kazdou polovinou kiidla jednu 250 kg pumu.

Nastup sovétské ofenzivy a otevieni zapadni fronty Spojenci nutil Luftwaffe postavit se také tomuto problému. Velké mnozstvi pancéfované pozemni techniky a neexistence G¢inné
letecké zbrané pro jeji ni¢eni nutily k vytvafeni novych, mnohdy velmi fantasknich zbrani. V§emozné kandnové upravy pro Ju 87, Hs 129 a Fw 190F se ukazaly jako neti¢inné, zejména
proti siln&j$im pancéfovym platim. Pfi vyuziti zkusenosti s nefizenymi raketami vzduch-vzduch, pouzivanymi proti formacim spojeneckych bombardéri, byly vyvinuty rakety vzduch —
zemé oznac¢ované jako Panzerschreck 1 a 2 a Panzerblitz 1 a 2. Oba typy raket byly neseny ve specialnich zavésnicich pod ktidly, u raket Panzerschreck (Ps) to bylo trubkovité vypoustéci
zafizeni, sestavené do Ctvetic ¢i hroznt, zavéSené na standardnich kiidelnich zavésnicich.

Samotné Panzerschrecky sestavaly z granatu do rucni protitankového zbrané a elektricky odpalované rakety raze 88 mm, s rychlosti 130 m/s (Ps 1), ¢i240m/s (Ps 2).

Vétsi vyznam mély zajisté rakety Panzerblitz (Pb) které se skladaly z protitankového granatu a elektricky odpalované rakety. Byly vypoustény z rosti, umisténych na zavésnych bodech
pod kiidly. Fw 190F-8 obvykle nosily max. 8 raket Pb1 (raze 80 mm) nebo Pb 2 (raZe 130mm) s rychlosti az 374 m/s.

Bojového pouziti se nové zbrané dockaly na ptelomu let 1944 a 1945, kdy jimi byly postupné vyzbrojovany vybrané Staffel SG 1, 3,4, 9, 10, 77 a 151. Né&kter¢ z téchto jednotek je viak
nakonec nikdy nevyuzily. Prvni bojové pouziti Panzerblitzl je znamo ze zacatku roku 1945, kdy je pouzila SG 4 béhem operace Bodenplatte.

Rakety byly sporadicky pouzivany béhem zimy a jara 1945, kdy problematické dopravni podminky neumoziovaly zasobovat jednotky specialnimi zbranémi. Posledni pouziti raket
Panzerschreck a Panzerblitz je zaznamenano na jafe 1945 pii snaze Luftwaffe zpomalit postup spojencti k Berlinu a do Ceskych zemi. Na letistich v Cechach, kde také mnohé
Schlachtgeschwadern s Fw 190F-8 ukongéily svou ¢innost, byly také po skon¢eni valky nalezeny nékteré opusténé letouny s témito raketami.

Letouny Fw 190F-8 se uplatnily i v dalSich projektech, jako byla Giprava pro neseni torpéd, ¢i v roli matef'ského letounu pro ,,Pucke-Pack™ s Ju 88, znamého jako Mistel. V zavéru valky se
staly i soucasti zoufalého projektu jakychsi pozemnich ,,Rammjégeri‘, zvlastniho komanda Bienenstock, kde nastésti nedosahlo pouziti Fw 190F-8 vétsiho vyznamu.
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Fw 190F-8 “Panzerschreck”
5./1ISG 77; May 1945
Pardubice, Czechoslovakia
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Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of reach of
small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.
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Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni nadvod. Pii pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobre véfrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v
blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neniur¢en malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poziti drobnych dilu.

lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d”assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture & proximité d’une flamme nue, et aérer la piece de femps en
temps. Garder hors de portée des enfants en bas dge. Ne pas laisser les enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les piéces, ou passer un sachet vinyl sur la fefe.

Von dem Zusammensetzen die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farbe nicht nahe von offenem Feuer verwenden und das Fenster von Zeit zu Zeit Beluffung
offnen, Bausatz von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Verhten Sie, daB Kinder irgendwelche Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder PlastiktUten Uber den Kopf ziehen.
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A SG 10, Ceske Budejovice, Czechoslovakia, May, 1945

One of the abandoned aircraft left behind by Stab SG 10 and some of its Gruppe was this Fw 190F-8 marked Yellow ‘K’ The plane carried some camouflage modifications of SG 10 seen at the end of the war.
The upper surfaces were brushed over with dark green, RLM 83 or similar, in the field. This color also extended to the undersurfaces, and also partially obscured the national insignia on the fuselage and wing
tops. After the application of this scheme, Yellow ‘K’ received a new tail section from a written-off Fw 190 sporting the more traditional grey scheme, and there was an inconsistency between the fuselage crosses
and tail swastika. By May, 1945, the brushed on paint was well worn, and the identifier, in the form of a yellow stripe, adorned the cowl. Misinterpretations regarding this stripe led to variations in width and exact
placement. For this profile, the most common placement within SG 10 was used. Worth noting is the absence of the wheel covers, removed in the field to reduce the accumulation of mud, and the use of ETC 50
racks for four 50kg bombs.

Jednim ze stroju, které Stab SG 10 a nékteré jeji Gruppe zanechaly na letisti v Ceskych Budgjovicich, byl i Fw 190F-8 s oznagenim ,Zluté K*. Stroj nesl znamky kamuflaznich Gprav nékterych strojti SG 10
v zavéru valky. Celé horni plochy byly v polnich podminkach stétcem pretfeny tmavé zelenou barvou RLM 83 nebo barvou velmi podobnou. Zelena tak dosahovala nepravidelné i do spodnich ploch. Za své pfi
tomto natirani vzalo z 8asti i vysostné ozna&eni na trupu i hornich hranach kfidel. Po téchto barevnych tpravéch dostalo Zluté K nahradou za poskozené ocasni plochy nové, ze znieného Fw 190 s klasickou
Sedo-Sedou kamuflazi. Také z toho divodu je zde nesoulad ve stylu aplikovanych tramovych kfizt a svastiky. V kvétnu 1945 byla ,$tétcova“ zelena kamuflaz jiz znacné omsela. Identifikacni Zluty pruh ,Jabo*
obkruzoval motorovy kryt. Nejednotné vykladani predpisu o tomto pruhu vedlo k riznym aplikacim, pokud $lo o $ifi pruhu i jeho polohu na pfidi. Pro tento profil byl Zluty pruh zrekonstruovan podle nej¢astéjsiho
vyskytu v ramci SG 10. Za povsimnuti stoji odstranéni spodnich krytl kol hlavniho podvozku, coz mélo zabranit provoznim obtiZim na rozbahnénych letistich. Letoun nesl pod kfidly zavésniky ETC 50 pro &tyfi
50 kg pumy.

RLM 83




B W.Nr. 584592, Neubiberg, Germany, May, 1945

Yellow ‘14’, belonging to II. Gruppe SG 2 or SG 10, and abandoned at Neubiberg, represents an example of the Fw 190F-8 from the final production series. Upper surfaces were camouflaged in RLM 75/76/81/83,
while the undersides were painted in the common RLM 76, but not covering the entire lower wing surface. As was the practice with The Fw 190D-9 at the end of the war, RLM 76 was applies from the leading edge
to mid wing, with no paint in the rear half of the wing. Landing flaps, ailerons and the bottom fuselage were also in RLM 76. The bottom side of the rudder, which was fabric covered, was unpainted primer,
inits usual red-brown color. The cowling sported a yellow stripe, a Luftwaffe identifier for ground attack aircraft.

Zluta 14, patfici Il. Gruppe SG 2 nebo SG 10 a zanechana na konci valky pfisluniky Luftwaffe na zakladné v Neubibergu, predstavuje podobu Fw 190F-8 poslednich vyrobnich sérii. Horni plochy tvofila pole
barev RLM 75/76/81/83, zatimco spodni mély nastfik plivodné pouzivané RLM 76. Ne vSak celé. Obdobné, jako napf. u Fw 190D-9, vyrobenych v zavéru valky, byla ¢ast spodnich ploch kfidla ponechana v barvé
kovu. Letoun ma na spodni strané kfidla aplikovanu RLM 76 pouze od nabézné hrany do poloviny kfidla, zadni ¢ast je bez natéru. Vztlakové klapky, kfidélka a spodni ¢ast trupu byly opét nastfikany RLM 76.
Spodni strana pohyblivé ¢asti vyskovky, potazena platnem, zlistala v zakladové cerveno-hnédé barvé. Pres prid byl nastfikan zluty pruh, oznacujici v tomto obdobi bitevni letouny Luftwaffe.
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C 1ISG 4, Piacenza, Italy, June, 1944

During attempts to stop the Allied advance into Italy, Schlachtgeschwader 4’s Fw 190F-8s received an interesting camouflage scheme consisting of an overspray of sand brown over the upper surfaces with
irregular green fields. These schemes were hastily applied at unit level, and national insignia was not masked off, so overspray was common. Partial overspray was also noted over the white fuselage band that
placed the aircraftin the MTO. The illustrated aircraft served with |. Gruppe. The cowl carries the unit marking consisting of Minnie Mouse riding a bomb and wielding a battleaxe. The spinner was likely black with a
white spiral. Interpretations of known photographs of this aircraft vary with respect to the color of the number. It has not been ruled out that the number was black, and not red. The sand and olive camouflage
scheme has been noted in use after the unit transferred to Lithuania in July, 1944.

V dobé pusobeni Schlachtgeschwader 4 v Italii, kde se tato jednotka podilela na zadrzovani postupu Spojenct, dostaly jeji Fw 190F-8 zajimavy kabat sestavajici z presttikani hornich ploch piskové hnédou
barvou, dopIlnénou o nepravidelné olivové skvrny. Tato kamuflazni iprava probihala narychlo v polnich podminkach, pfi¢emz nebylo zakryto vysostné oznaceni, a tak doslo k jeho ¢asteénému zastiikani. Z ¢asti
byval prestfikan i bily pruh oznacujici nasazeni jednotky ve stfedomofi. Zobrazeny stroj nalezel k |. Gruppe. Na pfidi nese znak jednotky v podobé mikimauzi sle¢ny sedici na pumé a tfimajici sekeru. Vrtulovy
kuzel byl pravdépodobné v ¢erné barvé s bilou spiralou. Rekonstrukce znamé fotografie tohoto stroje se rlizni v interpretaci barvy ¢isla. Nelze vylouéit, Ze namisto ervené bylo ¢&islo ¢erné. Piskové-olivova
kamuflaz je paradoxné zaznamenana na nékterych Fw 190F-8 od SG 4 jesté v Eervenci 1944, kdy se ¢ast jednotky pfesunula do Litvy k nasazeni na vychodni fronté.
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D 9./sG 77, Chrudim, Czechoslovakia, May, 1945

Fw 190F-8, Yellow 2’, was abandoned at Chudim following an emergency landing, and lacked the yellow cowling stripe identifier for Jabo aircraft at the end of the war. Not all that common was also the missing
spiral from the spinner. The standard camouflage scheme composed of RLM 74/75/76 was darkened with the application of RLM 66 or 02. The yellow ‘2’ was repeated on the fin, albeit in smaller forem.
Rails for Panzerblitz 1 were mounted under each wing. SG 77 used Panzerblitz and Panzerschreck for over half a year, from October, 1944. Its very likely that their use was limited to two Staffeln within the unit,
and that 5. Staffel/SG 77 had aircraft equipped to carry Panzerschreck, while 9. Staffel aircraft were configured for Panzerblitz.

Fw 190F-8 ,Zluta 2 od SG 77, opustény po nouzovém pristani v Chrudimi v Ceskoslovensku, postradal Zluty identifikadni pruh pro letouny ,Jabo* z konce valky. Ne pfili§ pro toto obdobi obvykla byla také
absence spiraly na vrtulovém kuzelu. Standardni kamuflaz 74/75/76 byla na bocnich plochach ztmavena tmavé Sedou barvou, pravdépodobné RLM 66 nebo 02. Zluta Eislice ,2“ byla v malém provedeni
zopakovana také na kylovce smérovky. Pod obéma polovinami kfidla byly namisto kiidelnich zavésniki namontovany rosty pro rakety Panzerblitz 1. SG 77 pouzivala rakety Panzerblitz a Panzerschreck déle
nez pul roku, od fijna 1944. Je velmi pravdépodobné, Ze jejich pouziti bylo omezeno na dvé Staffel v ramci jednotky, a to tak, Ze 5. Staffel / SG 77 méla stroje s namontovanymi zavésy pro rakety Panzerschreck,
zatimco Panzerblitzy byly soustfedény u 9. Staffel.
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