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Historie

Ambiciézni, plivodné karosarska spoleénost Brewster se proslavila hlavné letounem F2A Buffalo. Konstruktéfi D. T. Brown a R. D.
MacCart navrhli v roce 1936 celokovovy stihaci stfedoplo$nik se zatahovacim podvozkem pro soutéz US Navy na stihacku pro
letadlové lodé. US Navy hledalo nahradu za zastaravajici dvouplo$né stihacky F3F. Prototyp s tovarnim oznacenim model 139 a
vojenskym XF2A-1 vzlétl v prosinci 1937. US Navy objednalo padesat ¢tyfi kust pod oznacenim F2A-1 (tovarni ozna¢eni model 239).
Pouzilo jen ¢ast, zbytek prodalo Finsku. V bfeznu 1939 si totiz US Navy objednalo u firmy Brewster zabudovani motoru Wright R-1820-
40 do draku XF2A-1. Motor této verze mél proti plvodni verzi R-1820-22 vyssi vykon. Vznikl tak prototyp verze XF2A-2 (model 339).
Dostal novou vrtuli Curtiss Electric s elektrickym stavénim list(i. Byly provedeny i dalSi vnitfni Upravy. US Navy objednalo sérii F2A-2 ve
vySi Ctyficeti tfi kusU, nahradou za stroje verze F2A-1 prodané Finsku. Do Finska bylo ¢étyficet étyfi Buffal dodano pres Norsko a
Svédsko v pribéhu ledna az kvétna 1940. Buffala tak nestihla Zimni valku. O to vice zazafila v Pokradovaci valce. Vyzbrojena s nimi
byla jednotka LLv 24. 25. ¢ervna, kdy sovétské bombardéry opét zautocily na Finsko, vstoupily do bojli i Buffala. Na rozdil od sluzby v
jinych letectvech bylo Buffalo hodnoceno velmi pozitivné. Patrné to bylo dano tim, Zze prvni verze, kterou Finové koupili byla podstatné
leh¢i nez dalsi verze. Diky tomu méla sladéné letové vlastnosti a vynikala obratnosti. Od finskych pilotd dostalo Buffalo prezdivku
Taivaan Helmi Nebeska perla. Uvazovalo se také o domaci vyrobé , finska verze Humu zUstala jen v prototypu. AZ do pfichodu
Messerschmittt Bf 109 byly Buffala nejvykonnéj$imi finskymi stihackami . V kabinach Buffal se stalo mnoho pilotl esy s péti a vice
sestiely. Nejvice sestrell na Buffalu, tficet devét, ziskal H. Wind (celkové skore H. Winda je 75 vitézstvi). V roce 1944 byla
zastaravajici Buffala pfedana jednotce HLeLv 26. Bojovala do konce PokraCovaci valky, kdy state€ny odpor Finské Armady vedl
Stalina k uzavfeni separatniho miru s Finskem. Epilogem bylo nasazeni Buffal v Laponské valce proti byvalému spojenci Némecku a
sluzba v povaleéném Finském letectvu. Sluzba Buffal ve Finsku se uzavrela 14. zafi 1948, kdy se stroje BW-377 a BW-382 naposledy
vznesly do vzduchu.

Technicka data: rozpéti: 10,67 m, délka: 8,30 m, vySka: 3,66 m, max. rychlost: 480 km/h ve vySce 5000 m, 428 km/h ve vysce hladiny
more, dolet 1752 km, vyzbroj: 4x kulomet 12,7 mm

History

The ambitious, originally body building Brewster Company became famous mainly by the F2A Buffalo airplane. In 1936 designers D. T.
Brown and R. D. MacCart designed an all-metal mid-winged fighter with retractable undercarriage for US Navy contest issued for a
carrier based fighter. US Navy looked for a replacement for the obsolete F3F Biplane fighters. The prototype with factory designation
Model 139 and military designation XF2A-1 took off for the first time in December 1937. US Navy ordered series of 54 aircraft
designated F2A-1 (factory designation Model 239). From this order US Navy used only some aircraft and the rest sold to Finland. In
March 1939 US Navy had ordered Brewster to install Wright R-1820-40 engine into XF2A-1 airframe. This engine had higher output
compared to the original Wright R-1820-22 engine. This prototype designated XF2A-2 (model 339) was equipped with new, variable
pitch Curtiss Electric propeller. This type also incorporated some internal changes. US Navy ordered series of 43 aircraft as
replacement for F2A-1 sold to Finland. The series of 43 aircraft were delivered to Finland via Norway and Sweden between January and
May 1940. Finnish Buffaloes came too late to participate in Winter War. The more they starred in Continuation War. One of Buffalo
equipped unit was LLv 24. When Soviet bombers again attacked Finland on 25 July the Buffaloes entered the war. Contrary to other air
forces' experiences Finnish pilots rated this aircraft particularly high. This was probably due to the fact that the Finnish version was
much lighter than the later produced versions. Thanks to latter the aircraft had tuned flying characteristics and good maneuverability.
Finnish pilots nicknamed the aircraft Taivaan Helmi The Heaven Pearl. The domestic production was assumed but Finnish version
called Humu retained in prototype stage only. Finnish Buffaloes were the most powerful aircraft up to the delivery of Messerschmitt Bf
109s. Many pilots that flew Buffalo became aces with 5 or more victories. The most succesful pilot flying in Buffalo was H. Wind with 39
victories (total 75 victories). In 1944 were the obsolete Buffaloes handed over to HLeLv 26. The Buffaloes fought up to the end of the
Continuation War when the brave resistance of Finnish Army resolved in Separate Peace signed by Stalin with Finland. Buffaloes'
epilogue was its deployment in Lapland War against former ally Germany and it post-war service in Finnish Air Force. The service
careerended on 14 September 1948 when BW-377 and BW-382 took off for the last time in the air.

Technical data: Wingspan: 10.67m, Length: 8.30m, Height: 3.66m, Max. Speed: 480 kmh at 5000m, 428 kmh at sea level, Range:
1752km, Armament: 4x12,7 mm machine gun.
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Buffalo Model 239, BW-393, npor. Hans Wind, velitel 1/LLv 24, zakladna
Suulajérvi, duben 1943. Wind dosahl celkem 75 sestielll, z toho 39 na Buffalu.
Stal se nejuspésnéjsim pilotem na Buffalu a nejispésnéjsim finskym pilotem
1943 byl vyznamenan

vibec. Po dosazeni 30. sestfelu v <c&ervenci
Mannerheimovym krizem.

Buffalo Model 239, BW-393, luutnantti Hans Wind, CO of 1/LLv 24, Suulajérvi
airfield, April 1943. Wind's total score was 75 victories with 39 in Buffalo that
made him the top scoring ace in Buffalo and the best Finnish pilot at all. In July
1943, when Wind reached 30 victories, was awarded Mannerheim Cross.
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Buffalo Model 239, BW-393, kpt. Eino Luukkanen, velitel 1/LLv 24, zakladna
Rémpdtti, listopad 1942. Lukkannen si sva vitézstvi oznacoval etiketami z lahvi
od piva Lahden Erikois, které lepil na smérovku svého stroje. Lukkannen doséhl
celkem 56 sestfeltl z toho 14 a pdl v Buffalu. Pozdéji pfedal tento stroj Hansi
Windovi.

CAM. B
—

Buffalo Model 239, BW-393, Kni Eino Luukkanen, CO of 1/LLv 24, R6mpdtti
airfield, November 1942. Luukkanen used to mark his victories with Lahden
Erikois beer bottle labels placed on the fin of his aircraft. Luukkanen's total score
was 56 with 14 and half victories in Buffalo. He later passed this aircraft to Hans
Wind.
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Buffalo Model 239, BW-378, kpt. Per-Erik Sovelius, velitel 4/LLv 24, zakladna
Lunkula, konec roku 1941. K ucténi sponzord, ktefi poskytli finance k zakoupeni
tohoto stroje, mél letoun na levém boku pod kabinou néapis “Otto Wrede”. Sovelius
dosahl celkem 12 a pdl sestrelu. Letoun mél olétany povrch. V dubnu 1942 tento
stroj také pouzival npor. Hans Wind.

CAM. C
—

Buffalo Model 239, BW-378, Kni Per-Erik Sovelius, CO of 4/LLv 24, Lunkula
airfield, late 1941. To honor Swedish Baron Hugo Hamilton who donated funds for
purchasing this plane, the inscription “Otto Wrede” was painted on the port side
below canopy. Sovelius total score stopped at 12.5 victories. The aircraft was
heavily weathered. In May 1942 luutn. Hans Wind also used this aircraft.
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