McDONNELL DOUGLAS

F-4J SKYHAWK
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The success of the nimble Douglas A-4 Sky-
hawk series of attack bombers led the Navy
to request o two-seat variant for use as a crew
trainer. This version became the TA-4 and
provided the Navy with a machine capable of
teaching new pilots in the same type aircraft
they would be taking inte combat.

Bosically a lengthened A-4, the TA-4 was
fitted with o raised seat just behind the pilot
from which the instructor could operate the plane
as necessary. The TA-4 Skyhawk has the same

capabilities as its sinale seat sister. an in fact

became the basis for the Marines advonced
OA-4M farward air controller (FAC) with an
electronic surveillance. hump behind the cockpit,

Like the single-seat Skyhawk, the TA-4 can
carry a heavy load of ordnance, including
bombs, rockets, napalm, or gun pods. There are
four underwing hardpoints and a single centerline
pylen. A nose probe permits aerial refueling
from tonkers and a special “Buddy™ tank allows
the TA-4 1o carry extra fuel with a drogue to
refuel other aircraft if necessary,

The Skyhawk line remained in preduction for
almest a quarter of a century, preducing almost
3,000 aircraft. Many of the planes were refy-
rbished after retirement from their service with
the United Stotes Navy and Marine Corps and
were sold to foreign countries providing them

with an inexpensive, durable trainer.
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Before Assembly

® Study the illustrations and sequence
of assembly before beginning.

* Do not break parts away from runner,
but cut off carefully with a pair of
pliers.

® Do not apply too much cement.

® When cementing the parts together,
check the way in which one part fits
together with another.

® Never use cement or paint near fire.

* When you use cement or paint, open

windows for fresh air,
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napalm.
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Note that bomb fins are at a
45 degree angle.
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