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Marchio & Pittura
Decoracion y Pintura
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#43-4909, EATIN' KITTY, 82nd BS/12th BG, October 1943
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#43-4381, DOG DAIZE, 82nd BS/12th BG, December 1943 3
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Responding to a US Army call for a new twin-engined medium bomber design,
North American pul maximum effort into what became known within the company
as the "NA-40" project. Successful flight tests for the prototype were carried out on
March 12, 1939 (o lavorable reaction from the Army. Unfortunately, the plane was
wrecked the very same day, Despite the mishap, the Army was convinced of the
basic strength of the design and vrged North American 1o keep up the good work.
Only a day earlier, the USAAC had announced a call for a medium bomber with
even maore ambilious specs, this time requiring a top speed of at least 480km/h,
bomb load of over 3,000lbs and operational range of no less than 3,200km.
Upgrading the NA-40 design, North American came up with a new prototype it
called the NA-62, The Army was suitably impressed enough to order 140 ol the
newly designated B-25s5 on September 20, 1939, The B-25 employed the same
basic features as the NA-40 prototype, including its twin-engined, twin-tailed
arframe and tricycle landing gear arrangement, New features included a larger
fuselage cross-section and the addition of waist and tail gunner positions, Main
wing roots were raised to a mid-fuselage position and the Wright Cyclone R-2600)-
9 (1700hp) was adopted for the plane's engines, The design saw its lirst combat
when sixteen B-25Bs from the |7th BG were launched trom the carrier Hornet to
strike Tokyo on April 18, 1942, The "Doolittle Raid", as history would remember
it, was the first of the war against the Japanese homeland, and although the
physical damage it caused was small, it sent shockwaves through the nation,
Nearly 11,000 B-25s of various types were produced, and the aireraft has gone
down 1n history as the definitive American medium bomber of World War Two.
The B-25H was developed as a weapons platform of devastating firepower, with
main fixed forward-firing armament of 75mm cannon and four .50 caliber machine
guns wrayed in and around the nose of the aircraft. Further modifications from
earlier B-25 models included moving the ventral machine gun turret from its
original rear Tuselage half location to just behind the cockpit area, giving an
additional two machine guns to bring to bear in forward liring conliguration,
About one thousand H models were produced, with machine gun "blister packs”
and underwing loadout capability for four HVAR rockets provided for the last
seven hundred of these aircraft.

(Data B-25H) Length: 15.54m; wingspan: 20.60m; height: 4.98m; weight, Tully-
loaded: 16,350ke; engine: Wright Cyclone R-2600-13 (rated at 1700hp at takeofT);
top speed: 443km/h (at 3,962m); cruising range: 2,173km; armament: .50 caliber
(12.7mm) machine gun x 14; 75mm cannon; bomb/ordnance load: 3,0001bs, 5-inch
rocket x 8.



