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The Curtiss P-40 series saw action as a mainstay fighter with
Allied air forces in every theater of World War Two. While no
one could ever call it a top-of-the-line fighter, it was very easy to
produce and maintain. and its rugged construction suited it well
for ground support and bomber interception roles.

The P-40E was the first mass production model, with approximately
2,300 umts rolling off the assembly lines. It first flew in August
1941. The "E" delivered no performance improvement over the
carlier "D" model, but it featured strengthened protective armor

and upgunned armament. Seventy-two P-40Es were with the 24th
Pursuit Group in the Philippines upon the outbreak of the Pacific
War. Ist Licutenant Bovd "Buzz" Wagner of the 17th Pursuit
Squadron became the war's first American ace when he shot
down a Japanese Army Air Force Ki27 "Nate" in a P-40E.

(Data) Crew: One; wingspan: 11.37m; length: 9.67m; height:
3.77m; weight, fully-loaded: 3,607kg; engine: V-1710-39 (1,150hp
J: maximum speed: 570kmvh (at 4,570m); hixed armament: 12.7mm
machine zun x 6



