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In May 1953, The USAF took its best pilots and first line jet fighters, and
created a demonstration team to show the public what first line jet air
craft were and how routinely trained men of the USAF could fly them.

In the Spring of 1969, the Thunderbirds received 8 new McDonnell Douglas
F-4E Phantom IIs.

The F-4E paint scheme was totally different from any other Thunderbird
aircraft. Due to the different types of metal used in the F-4E, a natural
metal finish was ruled out.

On June 1, 1969, the first F-4E exhibition was flown for the graduating
seniors at the Air Force Academy.
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