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JAPANESE NAVY BESTROYER

WATER LINE SERIES
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE AYANAMI

One of the main advantages the Fubuki special type
destroyer had over its adversaries was its ability to
fight freely on the high seas, even in rough weather.
This was due to its excellent sea kindliness of the hull
and the use of gun turrets. Guns on conventional des-
troyers were merely protected with rudimentary
shields, with the gunners completely exposed to the
elements. Gun operation was impossible when the
wind and waves were high. The enclosed gun turret of
the Fubuki class enabled it to fight in all weathers and
were grouped into three types: type A, type B and type

R

Dap=H=04 )=

BARRF M

(@HNOTL ) pw‘p%m,

)
B

A, 4

rets.

The ten vessels from the Ayanami to the Ushio were
the Fubuki class model I variants. The model T
differed from the model I in the following ways. The
model I employed the type B gun turrets. The model
1 had a larger bridge with a larger fire controlling
room, an azimuth compass sighting device and a
range finding tower. The model Il mounted the more
powerful 13mm antiaircraft guns as opposed to the
7.7 mm variants fitted on the model I. Doughnut-
shaped suction pipes had an effective water seal and
became standard equipment on destroyers subse-
quently built.

The Ayanami, the 11t vessel of the Fubuki type, was
laid down in the Fujinagata dockyard on January 20",
1928 and completed on April 30", 1930. It belonged
mainly to the 19" Destroyer Flotilla and as a member
of the Malay fleet in the southern seas it supported the
Malay invasion at the outbreak of the Pacific War. It
remained off Malayan waters for some time. On De-

—C: While the type A had a maximumm elevation of 40°; cember 29'"; the Ayanami sunk the submarine 0-20 of

the type B could elevate its guns up to 75° for antiair-
craft use. The type A could not elevate its two guns
separately, but the type B could. Among the twenty-
four Fubuki special type destroyers the model I and
Kai I had the type A gun turret and the models II and
Il had the type B gun turret. When improvements
were made to the destroyers the gun turrets were
replaced with the type C which was lighter and had a
maximum elevation of 55°. The Ayanami was the first
vessel of the Fubuki class to mount the type B gun tur-

Hulls of the Japanese warships had been consistently
painted in the same deep grey with a slight blue-tinge
for a long period extending from the end of 1903,
when the colour was formally adopted for wartime pur-
poses in anticipation of the Russo-Japanese War. The
colour was termed the“wartime painting colour,* and
is roughly that used on present day warships of the
Japan Maritime Self Defence Force. There was,
however, one exception to this rule of painting, as air-
craft carriers were painted in light green towards the
end of the second world war. Camouflage painting in

the Netherlands off Kota Bharu in cooperation with the
light cruisers Sendai and the destroyer Uranami. After
participating in the Battle of Midway, the Ayanami
went to the Solomon Islands, as the tide of war turned
against Japan. It took part in the Battle of the Eastern
Solomons (August 24", 1942) and five times engaged
in transport operations in the reinforcement of Guadal-
canal. On the night of the 14" November, during the
Battle of Guadalcanal (12'"-15'"" November), the Ayana-
mi was in the van of the battleship Kirishima and the

PAINTING

alternate shades of dark and light grey was also em-
ployed.

The bottom of the hull below the waterline was painted
in maroon or a brownish-crimson colour. Decks of des-
troyers and light cruisers were covered with iron
plates painted in the same colour as that of the hull.
Decks of the heavy cruisers were covered in one of
three different ways; either iron-plated, linoleumed or
boarded. In the latter two cases the decks were left un-
painted. Decks of battleships and flight decks of most
carriers too, were covered with boards and not paint-

by Shigeru K
heavy cruisers Atago and Takao heading for Guadal-
canal to bombard the enemy installations there. The
Ayanami dashed into Savo Channel with the light
cruiser Sendai and other consorts under the cover of
darkness. Just after eight o’clock in the evening the
Ayanami parted from its consorts and single-handedly
went the southern tip of the island where it was en-
gaged by four enemy destroyers. Although under the
concentrated fire of four destroyers it managed to set
all four of them ablaze and hit two of them with torpe-
does. The Uranami went to the rescue of the Ayanami,
but it was already enveloped in flames. At 12:10 am
on the 15" November the Ayanami blew up with a ter-
rific explosion ending its days.

From the end of 1935 until 1936 the Ayanami under-
went various improvements; the top of the bridge was
made lighter; the mast and funnels were made short-
er; the speaking tubes were removed; shields were ad-
ded to the torpedo tubes and the forecastle was slight-
ly rounded. The kit reproduces the Ayanami before un-
dergoing these improvements:—

Specifications

Standard displacement : 1,680 tons

Waterline length : 115.30 m

Horsepower : 50,000 hp

Speed : 38.0 knots

Main guns : six 12.7 cm guns

Torpedo tubes : Nine 61 cm tubes

Date of completion : April 30, 1930, at the Fujinagata
dockyard

ed.

The funnel top was painted black. The rear tripod
mast was also painted black corresponding to a line
drawn' from the upper blackened limit of the funnel
plus nine metres up the mast. The lower painted limit
of the mast corresponded to a line drawn from the low-
er blackened limit of the funnel.

The |mp_eria| Crest of the chrysanthemum was painted
gold whilst the canvas covers of the turrets and laun-
ches were a neutral grey.
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Read Before You Start Your Assembly Work

N *When cutting Parts off the runner, be sure to do so
AMI s& carefully with the aid of a palr of nippers, a knife or the
' W W

*When gluing two parts together, always try to apply
adhesives sparingly onto both surfaces,

=== Name Plate

Construction of Construction of Funnel Construction of Construction of Construction of
Main Gun ;herelari (w?j léinds of 6 Bridge 0 Search-light and Upper part of
unnel, A and B.

MG Tower Radio Room
29

Construction of Hull (1) v
6 Paste Decal after painting Hull. 2 9 B

Decal

0 Construction of Hull (2)

Glue parts in tne
opposite side too.

e Cut Decal with ground
paper to paste it.

@ Apply adhesive to Weight and glue it here. @ Write Name on the surface of Bottom as shown in the figure,

31405 WL Ayanami Destroyer (1067019)
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