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Struènâ historie
Po skonëeni druhé svétové vélky dostala firma McDonnell

zadâni od Velitelstvi strategického letectva vyvinout dâlko\ i
doprovodny stihaci letoun. Z tohoto zadâni vznikl letoun XF-88,
kteni poprvé vzlétl 29.1 0.1 948. V roce 1950, kdy probihaly letové
zkou5ky vi€k Velitestvi strategického letectva ztratilo o dalsi
\ ivoj tohoto letounu zâjem a cel! program zruSilo.

Ovéem uZ v roce 1951 v souvislosti s koreiskou vâlkou byl
program oçÈtovnè zahâjen.
Letouny byly jiz nyni oznaèeny jako F-1 01 . Zâroveli byl vznesen
poZadavek na dâlkow prûzkumnf stroj pod oznaceni RF-101.
Zakâzka na prvnich 29 piedsériovich letounù byla dâna v roce
1953. F-101 se od prototypù XF-88 liéily prodlouzenou piidi a
hlavnè nowm motorem Pratt & Vvhitney J57-P-13 s pfidavnym
spalovânim o tahu 64,47 kN. 29. zâii 1954 provedl ééfpilot
McDonnellu Robert C. Little prvni zâlet letounu F-1014 s
bojowm oznaôenim Voodoo.

Ukonéenim korejské vâlky véak Velitestvi strategického
leteciva opètovnè ztratilo o Mo stroje zâjem. Zakâzku vsak
pievzalo Velitelstvi taktického letectva. Prvni sériow stroj z 50
kusové série byl zaiazen do operaëni sluzby aZ v kvètnu 1 957.
Pùvodni uj'zbroj byly tvoiena Ôtyimi kanôny M-39 ràZe 20 mm,
tiemi PLRS AIM/4A Falcon a dvanâcti neiizenli'mi raketami 70
mm. Pod trupem mohla bft zavè5ena téZ taktickâ iadernâ
puma.Voodoo byl ve své dobè nejrychlejéim stihacim
bombardovacim letounem.

Od 51 vyrobeného kusu nesl letoun oznaêni F-101C. Byl
konstrukènè zesilen drak letounu pro èinnost v pflzemnich
uiSkâch. Letounû F-101C bylo vyrobeno 47 kusù, které byly
souèâsti \ izbroje 81 . taktickéhostihaciho kfidla.

Z dvou piedsérowch letounù F-101A byly v roce 1956
upraveny letouny pro dâlkornj' prùzkum. Ve zkosené piidi bylo
moZno umistit ëtyfi aà Sest kamer pro denni i noéni snimkovâni.
Prùzkumnlch letounù bylo vyrobeno 35 kusù ve verzi RF-'l 01 Aa
166 kusù vevezi RF-101C. Letouny RF-101 byly neozbrojené a
spoléhaly.ien na svou rychlost. Tato Whoda véak byla ztacena
pii fotogrâficvâni cile kdy musela blit rychlost snizena a tak
dochâzelo k velhim ztrâtâm od protiletecké obrany. Od roku
1 961 byly letouny RF-1 01 C operaènè nasazené v Jihowchodni
Asii, kde pùsobily aà do roku 1 970 v râmci operaci ve vietnamské
vâlce. Od roku 1965 byly postupnè nahrazovâny nowmi letouny
RF-4C Phantom.

Po vyiazeni slouZily letouny Voodoo ve Wzbroji letek Letecké
nârodni gardy. Zdebyly letouny modifikovâny na veze G a H s
odli5nim tvarovâni piidé s fotogranckou Wzbroji..
Jedinym exportem tèchto strqù byl prodej 25 kusù do
Tchajwanu.

Celkem bylo vyrobeno 327 jednomistnych letoun FiRF-101
Voodoo.

ABrief History
Following the Second World War, McDonnell was

commissioned by Strategic Air Comrnand to develop a long-
range escort fighter This resulted in the XF-88 flghter, which first
flew on 29* October 1948. Ho,vever, after flight tests \Ere
conducted in 1950, Strategic Air Command no longer felt the
need for further development of this type of fighter and cancelled
the entire program.

H cl\r/ever, in 1 951 the prog ram was resta rted d ue to the Korea n
War. The flghters had now been renamed the F-101 and when, a
requirement was issued for a long-range reconnaissance plane,

the RF-101 was born. The order for the first 29 pre-production
planes was made in 1 953. The F-1 01 differed from the prototypes
by its prolonged nose and partiorlarly the new Pratt & Whitney
J57-P-1 3 engines with an afterburner thrust of il.47 kNt. On 29'"
September 1954, McDonnell chief pilot Robert C. Little flew the
first test flight of the F-10'lA fighter under the flghting name of
Voodoo.

After the end of the Korean V1br, StrategicAir Command once
again became disinterested in these aircraft. However, the order
was tiaken over by TacticalAir Command and the first dane from a
series of 50 aircraftwas cornmissioned into operational service in
May 1957. The originalarmament consisted of four 20 mm calibre
M-39 cannons, three MLDAIM/4A Falcon rockets and twelve 70
mm unguided rockets. Atactical nuclear bomb could also be hung
under the fuselage. At that time, the Voodoo was the fastest
fighter-bomber aircraft in service.

After the 51"' plane was manufactured, it was renamed as the
F-1 01C. The airfrarne wasstructurally reinforced for operations at
low altitudes. A tolal of 47 F-101C aircraft were manufactured and
formed partof the armament of the 81 stTactical Reconnaissance
Wing.

The two pre-production F-101A planeswere modified for long-
haul reconnaissance - between four and six cameras for day
and night photography could be placed in the chamfered nose.
Altogether, 35 reconnaissance aircraft lvere manufactured in the
RF-'101A version and 166 in the RF-101C version. The RF-101
planes were unarrned and relied solely on speed. Hcl\rrever, this
advantage was lost while photographing the target, as the speed
had to be reduced, which resulted in large losses from anti-
aircraft defences. From 1961, the RF-101C were deployed for
operations in south-eastern Afnca where they remained until
1970 for use in operations in the Vietnam War. They v\êre
gradually replaced from 1965 by the new RF-4C Phantom
aircraft.

Afterwithdrawal, the Voodoo planes served in the armament of
theAir National Guard where the planeswere rnodifled into G and
H versions with a different nose rnould for housing the
photographic armaments.

The only export of those aircraft was the sale of 25 planes to
Taiwan. ln total, 327 single-seat F/RF-101 Voodoo planes were
manufactured.

Technical Data:
Wingspan (fr)

Lenght (ft)
Height (ft)
Max. speed (mph)

F-101C
39,6
67,4 69,3 RF
18

113/.

Technickâ data:
Rozpeti(m)
Délka (m)
Vyska (m)
Max. rychlost(km/hod)
Dolet max. (km)
Dostup (m)

F-1 01 C
12.O9
20,55 21,1 RF
5,49

1825
2450

17800
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RF-1 01 C Voodoo, 56-0055
66 TRW France, 1963f
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F-101C, 56-0006 of the 92 Tactical Fighter Squadron
at Bentwaters A.8., Suffolk, Great Britain,196'1
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