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SAAB A-21R “Attack Version”

@ HISTORIE

Svédsko se za druhé svétové valky snaZilo zabezpedit svou neutralitu mimo jiné i siinym letectvem. Flygvapnet (Svédské vojenské letectvo)
zavedlo do vyzbroje béhem druhé svétoveé valky dvé domaci konstrukce stihacek. Mimo vyslovené nouzového stroje FFVS J-22 to byl SAAB
J-21, prvni stihacka této firmy. J-21A byl zvlastni tim, Ze mél dva nosniky ocasnich ploch a motor DB 605B byl montovan jako tlacny. Po
zjisténi, ze J-21A zaostava za nejlepSimi stihackami obou val&icich stran, hledala firma SAAB ve spolupraci s velenim Flygvapnet cestu, jak
ziskat stihacku rovnocennou nejlep§im strojum spojenc i Némecka. Vedle navrhli novych stroju byla jednou z myslenek montaz
vykonnéjsiho motoru (uvazovalo se o R&R Merlin). Nakonec byla k realizaci vybrana myslenka montaze proudového motoru. Pfedpokladalo
se, e montaz motoru De Havilland Goblin, na které Svédsko ziskalo licenci, bude bezproblémova. Pfikonstruk&nich pracich se ukazalo, ze
zabudovani proudového motoru pfineslo tolik zmén, Ze bylo mozné z pistového J-21A prevzit jen asi 50% dilli. Pfesto byl novy SAAB J-21R
vnéjskove podobny svému starSimu sourozenci. Flygvapnet objednal 120 ks novych stihaek. Prvni prototyp vzIétl 10. 3. 1947. Nasledovaly
ho dalsi tfi. Dva z prototypu byly pfi zkouSkach ztraceny. Jesté pfed zahajenim sériové vyroby byla objednavka snizena na 60 ks, protoze
Flygvapnet objednal pro stihaci jednotky britské stihacky Vampire. Sériové stroje J-21R byly zafazeny v roce 1950 k stihacimu kFidlu F-10.
Brzy se ukazalo, ze J-21R ma pro stihacku nékteré nevhodné vlastnosti. Nejvice vadila mala zasoba paliva, mala stoupavost nad vyskou
6000 m a nizké kritické Machovo ¢islo draku. To nové J-21R prekrocily jiz po kratkém stfemhlavém letu, coz bylo doprovazeno ztratou
ovladatelnosti. Proto byly stihacky po roce sluzby pfedany bitevnimu kfidlu F-7 a pfeznaceny na A-21R. V nizkych vyskach byly vykony
vyborné, navic A-21R byl stabilni pfi stfelbé a unesl velké mnozstvi podvésené vyzbroje. Flygvapnet pouzival na A-21R Sirokou paletu
podvésl, od pouzdra s kulomety, pfes rlizné typy bomb az po rakety Bofors raze 145 mm. Kromé kfidla F-7 dostalo A-21R i kFidlo F-17,
hlavné pro seznameni s proudovou technikou pred pfichodem novych SAAB 32 Lansen. V roce 1956 byly A-21R vyfazeny.

rozpéti: 11,37 m, délka: 10,56 m, max. rychlost: 800 km/h, dostup: 12 500 m, dolet 900 km, vyzbroj: 1x kandn Bofors M-45 raze 20 mm, 4x
kulomet Colt 13,2 mm, variabilni podvésy

@ HISTORY

During the World War Il Sweden tried to fasten its neutrality among others by strengthening its air forces. During the World War Il Flygvapnet
(Swedish Air Force) introduced two fighters of domestic design. Except of the FFVS J-22 - really interim solution machine it was SAAB J-21,
the first fighter aircraft of the latter company. J-21A was unique by twin fuselage boom supporting the tail planes and by pusher DB 605B
engine. When became obvious that J-21A stays far behind the best fighters of both belligerent sides SAAB and Flygvapnet officials tried to
find a way to obtain a fighter aircraft that would be equivalent to both Allied and Germany's best fighters of that period. Except of the design
proposals for new aircraft there was an idea of using more powerful engine (R&R Merlin was reflected upon). Eventually it was decided to
exchange the piston engine for jet one. The presumable installation of De Havilland Goblin (Sweden purchased license for production) jet
engine should have been trouble free. During the structural works it became clear that only 50% of the original piston engined J-21A parts
could be used since the jet engine installation meant too many changes. Despite those changes the new J-21R was externally similar to its
older sibling. Flygvapnet had ordered 120 new fighters. The first prototype took off on March 3, 1947, followed by three others. Two
prototypes were lost during the trials. Before the production even begun the order had been lowered to 60 machines since Flygvapnet had
ordered for its fighter units British Vampires fighters. In 1950 were the production J-21R machines assigned to Fighter Wing F-10. Soon itwas
revealed the J-21R features some inconvenient behaviors. The worst was the low fuel capacity, limited climbing ability above 6,000 m and
low airframe Critical Mach number. J-21R usually exceeded this number during short dive and subsequent loss of control was instant.
Therefore after an year in service the fighters were handed over to the ground attack wing F-7 and re-designated to A-21R. The low level
performances were excellent, moreover A-21R gunfire stabile and could carry a lot of externally mounted ordnance. Flygvapnet used on A-
21R various external pods ranging from machine gun pod, various bombs to 145 mm Bofors rockets. Except of Wing F-7, A-21R were
assigned to Wing F-17 especially to become familiar with jet aircraft prior converting to the forthcoming SAAB 32 Lansen.A-21Rs were

withdrawn from service in 1956.
Wingspan: 11.37 m, Length: 10.56 m, Max. Speed: 800 kmh, Service Ceiling: 12,500 m, Range 900 km, Armament: one 20 mm Bofors M-45

cannon, four 13.2 mm Colt machine guns, various external pods.
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Levy trupovy nosnik, vnitfni strana
Port fuselage boom inner side
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Pravy trupovy nosnik, vnitfni strana
Starboard fuselage boom inner side
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SAABA-21R, modré P, 3. division, kridlo F7, Satenés, 1951-52 SAABA-21R, Blue “P”, 3. division, F7 Wing, Satenés, 1951-52
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SAABA-21R, modré O, 3. division, kfidlo F7, Satendas, 1951-52. SAABA-21R, Blue “O”, 3. division, F7 Wing, Satends, 1951-52.
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SAABA-21RB, Fv 21455, Zluté G, kridlo F17, Ronneby, 1954. SAABA-21RB, Fv 21455, Yellow “G”, F17 Wing, Ronneby, 1954.
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SAABA-21R, Zluté C, 1. division, kfidlo F7, Satenés, 1951-52. SAABA-21R, Yellow “C”, 1. division, F7 Wing, Satends, 1951-52.
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