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 UH-60L BLACKHAWK

In production since 1978, the UH-60A Blackhawk underwent many improvements at
different times in its cycle. In 1989 the Army undertook a program to upgrade the
Blackhawk which was then redesignated the UH-40L. The UH-60L has the more powerful
1,857 horsepower engines, a stronger improved transmission, better flight controls and a
revised tail rotor system.

Most of these improvements are not easily visible, but the HIRSS infra-red exhaust
suppression system changed the appearance of the Blackhawk considerably. Some
Blackhawks now carry the ESSS external stores stub wings, but this option appears to be
rarely used.

With its maximum speed of 182 mph and a surface ceiling of 19,300 feet, the UH-60L
Blackhawk has become the Army's preferred method of moving troops to battle. Besides its
crew of thrée, the Blackhawk can carry up to 12 fully equipped troops. Small wonder it has
proven sosuccessful in the Gulf, Somalia, Panama and Haiti operations. Between
production of the original UH-60A, many of which are being retrofitted to UH-60L
specifications and new UH-60L productions, well over 1,200 Blackhawks have been Y
delivered to the U.S. Army. Additionally, large numbers of Blackhawks have been sold to a
number of foreign air forces.

e It is anticipated that the Blackhawk will be the mainstay troop-carrying helicopter of
the U.S. Army for many years to come and well into the 21st century. .



















