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U.S. ASSAULT TANK M4A3E2 Jumbo

It's difficult for standard Sherman tanks to confront with new German tanks. On the eve of the U.S.
entry of the European theatre, the M26 Pershing was still not ready for mass production, and the
T14 project was also dead. The US armored forces urgently needed an indestructible spearhead
against the frightful German rivals.

In February 1944, the most practical solution the U.S. military could choose was to improve their
M4A3s which had a high-power engine. For this reason, a special M4A3 variant, the M4A3E2, nick-
named Jumbo, appeared. The modification progressed extremely quickly. The U.S. military formal-
ly placed an order of 254 Jumbo tanks in late March 1944, and these tanks were done and deliv-
ered to the U.S. Army by late May. The thickness of this vehicle’s armor on the front hull, hull sides
and turret was greatly increased the on the basis of the M4A3. The vertical thickness of its front
hull armor was 101mm. At the same time, the front hull armor had a large inclination angle, making
its front protection better than the German Tiger | tank. The armor of its mantlet was as thick a3
178mm, which was at the same level as the Tiger King. Thanks to these Improvements, the Jumbo
could confront the German large-caliber tank guns and anti-tank guns. It was recorded of success’
fully bouncing off German 88mm artillery shells. The U.S. military placed high hopes on it and
named it an “assault tank”. In the early spring of 1945, some M4A3E2 tanks were refitted with 2
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76mm gun, and their anti-armor capability was strengthened.

The M4A3E2 tanks with outstanding protection arrived in France in late September 1944, and were
immediately issued to various U.S. armored divisions to serve as the vanguard in dangerous mis-
sions. In the combats in less than a year, the Jumbo often lad the assaults, and thus became the
target of the German’s concentrated fire. Though protected by its heavy armor, their chances of
survival were slim. As of now, only 8 Jumbo tanks still exist. Fortunately, the most famous one has
not died out in history.

In October 1944, an M4A4A3E2 was issued to Company C of the 37th Tank Battalion of 4th Armored
Division under the command of George S Patton, Jr. as the company commander’'s vehicle. This
Jumbo tank was nicknamed Cobra King. Since then, each Company C commander used it as com-
mander's tank. On December 26 of the same year, the Combat Command B of the 4th Armored Di-
vision under the command of Creighton W Abrams, Jr. stormed to the vicinity of the town of Bas-
togne. Lt. Charles P. Boggess who had been appointed as the Company C’'s commander three
days ago was ordered to command the Cobra King, a team of standard Sherman tanks and some
infantrymen taking M3 semi-track vehicles to attack the German positions surrounding Bastogne.
During the battle, other Sherman tanks and the infantrymen were blocked by the German defens-
es. However, the heavily armored Cobra King was stopped by the German gunfire. It broke through
the German lines at 16:50, linked up with the 326th Engineer Battalion of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, and broke the siege of Bastogne. The situation of the Battle of the Bulge reversed then and
Cobra King was the first U.S. vehicle that arrived at Bastogne during the counteroffensive.

After the Battle of the Bulge, Cobra King received battlefield modification in early 1945, Its 75mm
gun was replaced by a more powerful 76mm gun, and the coaxial machine gun was also replaced
with a 12.7mm caliber M2 heavy machine gun. In late March 1945, it participated in the Hammel-
burg Raid to liberate the OFLAG XlII-B POW camp as the Company C’s commander tank. This
controversial operation was ordered by Patton and it's believed that part of the reason of the oper-
ation was to rescue Patton’s son-in-law in this POW camp. The operation was unsuccessful, and
the German counterattack destroyed almost all vehicles, including the Cobra King. It was shot and
abandoned near Hammelburg on March 27th.

The tank was not completely destroyed, but the key serial number and tactical number became un-
recognizable. No one knew it was the famous Cobra King. Since the 1950s, it was displayed at
multiple U.S. military bases in Germany. Its paint scheme changed several times, so did the tacti-
cal number and serial number. In 2001, about 50 years later, army Chaplain Keith Goode found
this tank on display. After the curators of 1st Armored Division Museum and Patton Museum
looked into this matter and verified its serial number, they confirmed this tank was the Cobra King.
After more than 50 years, it's finally restored by the Patton Museum in 2011.
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AMepUKaHCKUi WTYPMOBOW TaHK M4A3E2 «JUMBO»

OGbiuHble cTpoeBble Tawku "llepman” c TPyAOM BbIAEPXMBATM HPAMOE HPOTUBOCTOAHME ¢
HOBEMUMMN HEMeLKMMU TaHkamu, U HakaHyHe BblCAARN B Espone, koraa taHk M26 ewe He
CTPOUNCS CEepuinHo, a nNpoeKT T14 yxe Obln OTMEHEH, TpeboBanocb cepbe3Hoe ycunenue
nepeaoBblX YacTen ANA acdekTuBHON 6opbObl C HEMELKUMIN MaLUWHAMU. U
B c¢espane 1944 roaa, camMbiM peanucTUHHbIM peleHuemM ANA aMepukaHCKOW apmuu Bbing
moauduuupoBaTb TaHk M4AS, obnanaBLIni 4OCTATOYHbLIM pe3epBOM ANA 3TUX Lenen, n BCkope Ha
ero 6aze nosBuncs Becbma HeobbluHbil M4A3E2 «[xambo». Pabotbl Obinin BbiNONHeHbl 6Ges
3agepxek, B mapte 1944 6bin chopmmpoBaH ohuyManbHblil 3aKas, a yXXe B KOHUE Mas NnonyyeHsl
254 taHka. Mo cpaBHeHuto ¢ M4A3 Obina ycuneHa 3auwura, TONLWKUHA nodboBon OpPOHW TaHkKa
coctaBmna 101 MM, 4TO C y4yeTOM HaknoHa bbino eaBa N He nNyylle, YHem y TaHka "Turp", Tonwmuuxa
GpoHemackun opyauws aocturna 178 mm, noytu kak y "Koponesckoro turpa“. C Takon 3awuToi
MOMXHO 6bINO NPOTUBOCTOATH HEMEUKOW NPOTUBOTAHKOBOW apTuUnnepuun, n cnydyau, Korga cHapsg
88Mm opyaus He npobusan nobosyto 6poHio, He BbINM cTOnb YyX peaku. [1o TepMuHoONoOruKn Tex
BpEMEH NONy4YMBLWIYIOCA MallMHY Ha3Banu "WTYypMOBbIM TaHKoM", Bo3naras Ha Hero Oonbluune
Hapnexabl. PaHHen BecHown 1945 ropa 4yacte M4A3E2 nonyyuna HOBYO 76MM NYLIKY, B pe3ynbrarTe
NPOTUBOTAHKOBbIE BO3IMOXHOCTN MalWUHbl CEPbE3HO BO3POCNHN.
B ceHTabpe 1944 rona, M4A3E2 ¢ ycuneHHon 3awiuTonm HakoHeu-To aobpanuce Ao ®paHuum, #
cpa3dy 3aHsanu Mecta B nepegoBoM 0HoeBOM oOXpaHeHUM nNpU BbLINONMHEHWUM oOMacHbIX 3aaay.
[ToCKONbKY 3TN MallnHbl WK NEPBLIMUA, OHU, HECMOTPS Ha MOLHYIO 3alUTy, YaCTO CTAHOBUITUCH
KepTBamMu COCpenOoTO4YEeHHOro OrHA NPOTUBOTAHKOBLIX cpencTB. Ha TeKywun AeHb umeeTcs BCEro
8 aksemnnsapos "[xambo". N ato Gonbwas yaavya, 4TO Takas MalulMHa COXpaHWnacb JO HaLWX
NHEeW.
B okTsibpe 1944 rona, oqnH M4A3E2 6bin oTnpasneH B poty C u3 37-ro TaHKoBOro 6aTanboHa 4-o#
OpoHeTaHKOBOW AVWBU3NMK B KayecTBe KOMaHAupcKoro. 3ToT TaHK «Jumbo» nonyyun nepcoHanbHoe
AMA — «KuHr Kobpa». C atoro Bpemenn, Bce nocneaytowme koMaHaupbl poTsl C ncnonbaosank
15‘0nbl{l':1 3TOT TaHK B i{auqecrae CBOEW KOMaHAUPCKoi MalwmHbl. 26-ro fekabps 1944 roga, koMaHAUp
H:jfj:m;piln?opi-::x Zzz:z;abﬂx:a:ﬁ %uauann, KpenTtoH AﬁpaMuc, oTAan BoOUCKaM HP“*‘az
(Charles P. Boggess) nonyuun 3:;1,qaq  araroon WAYP PoTHl C - nefTenant Hapnes T EOFFECB
rpynnbl «lllepmaHoBy y aTakosaTtb Hemeukue No3nWLUUK B paitoHe ropoaka Bo Mnde
" NOTYTYCEHUYHBIX MaWwuWH M3 Ha ceoeit «Kunr Ko6pe». O6opoHa HEMLEB

OKa3anachb XOpoLwo NoAroToRN 1.«
eHHoW, «lllepmanbi» u n bCA
! eXoTa cow oABUHYT
Brnepea, Ho BoT «Kuur Ko6pay 3HMKOB He cMOrnU NPOABMHY

HE OCTaHoBMNachL U B 16- BbIAAA
HaBCTPeYY 326-My BoOEHHO-Te 6:50 npeogonena o6opoHy HeMLEB,

MM. B KoHue MapTta 1945 ropa,
yHacTue nonbiTke cnacennu U3

HEMEUKoro koWTpynapa noytu g

«KUHr
e Kobpa» onate xe & KayecTtse KomaHOAWPCKOro npuHANA

Ha
o 3874 latTtona. Ho npeanpusTue He ypanocb, B XOA®
HWHBL Bbinu nopbuTtel, B Tom aucne n «Kunr Kobpa™
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[ Thore are four optiona for the model as shown In the drawing. Please select one option before assembly and refer to paint schemen for detalls.
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[0 This product Is a plastic model kit. Please use hobby tools to assemblo and paint it. Carefully read and fully understand the Instructions before comm.
oncing assembly. Young children who bulld this model kit shall be gulded by adults. The supervising ndults should carefully read the instructiong too,

@ Remove plastic parts with a side cutter and use plastic model cement to glue thom. Use CA glue to bond metal parts. o
[ If you need to glue parts which have bean painted In the provious assembly process, remove the paint from the bonding areas first.
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Havanom cBOPKM BHUMATENLHO MIYHUTE MHCTPYKUUIO, MOAGNHCTAM MNAALLIETO BOIPACTA TPeByeTCR NOMOLLL BIPOCALIX,

[ Oeranu or pamok otaennitte Gokopeaamu. Ucnonbayire ann c6opku KNen ana nnactmMacckl. [ANA METANNUYECKUX ATANOW CNOAYET WCNONLIORATY
UHAHAKPUNATHBLIN KNOW,

[ Oxpacky neranei cneayeT BLINONHATE B XoAe C6OPKM, B MECTAX COBAMHEHUA AGTANEH KPACKy cneayeT yaanuTth.
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Left suspension
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Nlesan nogpecka
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Right suspension
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Upper hull add-on armor assembly
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Upper hull exterior parts assembly 1 Attaching upper hull
Hix L EPaf DA LTI ik LA O EY {FT

C6opka aeTanei BHewen YacTv kopnyca, atan 1 YcTaHOBKA BepXHeu 4YacTu Kopnyca
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11 Upper hull exterior parts assembly 2
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Upper hull exterior parts assembly 4
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Upper hull exterior parts assembly 5
ik _E &R 5 aB &6 &k OO #H A 37 TS
Cbopka geTtaneun BHewWen 4acTu Kopnyca, atan 5
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HaERE LA NYF
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Engine hatches assembly
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Upper hull exterior parts assembly 6
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Cbopka peranei BHewHen yacTu kopnyca, atan 6
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Upper hull exterior parts assembly 7
Wik E o ER AR S D AR AT T

CbHopka netanen BHelWHEW YacTu Kopnyca, atan 7
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Upper hull exterior parts assembly 8
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Assembling & attaching waterproof board
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C6opKa v ycTaHoBKa Gpbiaroorpaxarens
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Upper hull exterior paris assembly 8
ERLEASTZOESITS

CHopxa geTanei BHeWHeH YacTH Kopnyca. 31an °

WA vc-215N37

D9 P mc-soemis

il
|
+f
-i

ik LB DRHAK0

Upper hull exterior parts assembly 10 | |
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Gun breech assembly
S &EBOMHILT

CGopka ka3eHHUKa

Poly cap
R
JnacTuYHaRA BTynka

@ ESWMEAAA RIS AMC-002/N11,
[ Unmarked parts in this step are painted with MC-002/N11.
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[ Oeranu ez ykaszaHun uBeTa okpaweHs! B usetr MC-002/N11.
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Attaching gun breech
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YcTaHOBKa Ka3eHHMUKa
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Upper turret
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Turret assembly
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Assembling & attaching gun mantlet
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Cbopka n yctaHOBKa OpoHemMacku
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Turret hatch assembly
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CbHopka nroka bawHu
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Loader's hatch
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Commander's cupola
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Turret exterior parts assembly 1
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Turret exterior parts assembly 2
Fa g &R S D #A A L T2

C6opka aeranen BHeWHen yacTu 6awnm, stan 2
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Turret exterior parts assembly 3
fatE &R D FRA 3L T3
Cbopka petaneun BHewHen yacTu bawHu, atan 3
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Assembling & attaching AA machine gun g §_ﬂ| mc-215/N37 [ {uj MC-505/N28 %‘g;;g:;s_gembw
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Gun body Opposite
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Attaching turret
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4k LT
Upper hull

1K L8P

BepxHAA 4acTb Kopnyca
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Poly cap
OES S

JnacTuyHan BTynka
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Lower hull
KT A

Hikaa vacs opnyca

L x12

Volute spring
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CnupansHas npyxuHa
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37th Tank Battalion, 4th Armored Division, U.S. Army, Battle of the Bulge, Bastogne, Belgium, December 1944 1) T 564 7 5 6.9, 5 K g 1945%3. A ITP', ermany, March 1945
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y y - 13 coctaBa 69-ro TaHkoBoro Bar
TaHK u3 coctaBa 37-ro TaHKoBOro 6aranboHa 4-oM BpoHeTaHKOBOM AWBU3UM CyXonyTHbIX Bouck CLUA, TaHK aNnboHa 6
nekabpb 1944 ropa, bactoHb, benbrusa, «burea 3a BeicTtyn».
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h Tank Battalion, 6th Armored Division, U.S. Army, Germany
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Color reference

No—xtiB R

Tabnuua uBeToB

T8

AL

A
R
T
R
ki
i

“RETHES

W
BER
RRE

Matt White

Transparent Red
Transparent Blue

Rubber Black

Olive Green

Deep Green

Wood Brown

Red Brown

WWII U.S. Olive Green
Brass

Gun Metal

Steel
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MaToBbin 6enbin

KpacHbiW, Npo3payuHbIn
CvHuK, Npo3payuHbIn
LiBeT YepHOWN PU3MHHbI

3eneHo-ONUBKOBbLIW

TeMHO-3eneHbLIn

[dpeBeCHO-KOPUYHEBbLIN
KpacHoO-KOpHUUYHEBbLIN
3eneHo-0NUBKOBLIN
JlaTyHHbIN

BopoHeHan cTanb

CtanLHOK

MC-002
MC-101
MC-102
MC-202
MC-203

MC-209
MC-215
MC-237
MC-270
MC-503
MC-505
MC-508
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