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Supermarine Spitfire 21: Major redesign (Super-marine Type 356) of basic Supermarine Spitfire, launched in
1942 to take fisll advantape of two-speed, two-stage Gniffon engine variants. Supermanine Spitfire XX (DP851)
modified to serve as preliminary prototype, first flown October 4, 1942, with Griffon 61; five-blad-ed propeller,
extended-span, pointed-tip wings (as on Supermarine Spitfire VIT); broad-chord rudder and revised canopy. Full
Mk 21 prototype (PP139) flown on July 24, 1943, with modified wing planform to incorporate larger milerons;
mare fuel in wing, increased wc track and longer mainwheel oleo legs, and four 20-mm cannon armament.
Name Victor provisionally adopted, but dropped before first production Supermarine Spitfire F Mk 21 flown on
March 15, 1944, externally similar 1o PP139. The extended 'high-altitade’ wing-tips were not used on subsequent
production aircraft, o few of which had Griffon 85 eagines with contre-props Deliveries began carly-1945
equip No 91 Squ, operational by April 1945. Production total, 120 by CBAF.
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Supermarine Spitfire MK 21
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@) snitfire F. Mk. 21, LA228, 600 Sq. RAUXAF, Biggin Hill, 1948
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