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The P-38 was originally conceived as an advanced, high-perfor-
mance twin-engine interceptor. The first major production version was 
the P-38E, which had a 20mm cannon rather than the earlier 37mm 
cannon. Production of the E began in September 1941 and 210 were 
built. The next version, the P-38F, introduced pylon racks that could 
carry either bombs or droppable fuel tanks, greatly extending its 
range. Production of the G began in August 1942, followed by the 
P-38H in May 1943, which had a more powerful version of the Allison 
V-1710engine.
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P-38F-1 of the 27 FS, 1 FG, Lt Edward Newbury, 
Tunisia, 1943

P-38F-15, Capt James J. Hagenback, 94th FS, 1st FG, 
12th AF, Sardinia, 1943
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P-38F-5, Lt Paul Stanch, 39th FS / 35th FG, 
Port Moresby, January 1943
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P-38F-1, Lt Jack M Ilfrey, 94th FS/lst FG, 
Nouvion, Algeria, March 1943
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P-38F-15, Capt Ernest K Osher, CO of the 95th FS/82nd 45 
FG, Berteaux, Algeria, May 1943


