More than twenty years ago, Douglas Air-
craft delivered the first A-4 "“Skyhawk”
to the United States Navy. Today, im-
proved aircraft serve as the primary attack
fighters of the United States Navy and
Marines. Additional variants of the A-4
have been acquired to serve with the air
arms of Australia, New Zealand. and Israel.
The remarkable life span of the ''Sky-
hawk" can be directly attributed to the com-
prehensive design effort undertaken by
Douglas designers to create a lightweight,
high performance attack aircraft.

During the Vietnam conflict,' Skyhawks"

operating from Southeast Asia airfields and
American carrier decks flew countless
sorties against targets in North and South
Vietnam. The impressive maneuverability
of the A-4 was perfectly suited to the
demanding close air support missions that
they flew. Often, Skyhawk” pilots attacked
their targets in daring high speed dashes
at tree top level.

Your model depicts an A-4E version of
the McDonnell-Douglas " Skyhawk™. This
variant differed significantly from earlier
versions in that the nose was lengthened
and the air intakes were recontoured to
provide additional air flow to the uprated
Pratt and Whitney J-52 Turbojet. This new
powerplant extended the aircraft's combat
range, as well as enabling it to carry a
larger ordnance payload. Mounted on five

e e i - < . S ik

external underwing hardpoints, the A-4E
could be fitted with a seemingly endless
array of fuel tanks and specialized muni-
tions pylons designed to carry bombs and
air-to-air surface missiles. Additional fire-
power was provided by two 20 millimeter
cannons mounted in the wing root. So-
phisticated radar bomb delivery systems
were added, but the rapid advancements
in advanced avionics out grew the airframe,
and an avionics pod was retrofitted to many
operational A-4E's The A-4E and A-4F
variants of the "Skyhawk” were designed
primarily as attack aircraft configured to
operate in a ground attack role. Their ef-
forts have become legends in the annals
of Naval Aviation.
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IMPORTANT! Read this Before You Begin

Read the instructions and study the as-
sembly drawings to become familiar
with all the parts.

Each illustration in the assembly pro-
cedure indicates color to be used and
where the paint should be applied.

Refer to airplane drawings on rear

page for painting schemes and versions.

Each “tree” of plastic parts is molded
with identifying numbers, appearing
on the part or on a tab next to the cor-
responding part. In the assembly in-
structions, identifying numbers are in-
dicated. This method makes it easy for

you to locate parts during the assembly.

Do not detach parts from the trees
until you are ready to use them. After
cutting or breaking off the required
parts, trim away any excess bits of
plastic. Use a small sharp knife, such as
a modeling knife,available at your hob-

by counter. Check the fit of each part
before you cement it in place.

Keep in mind the importance of not
rushing the assembly of your model
and avoid the use of excessive amounts
of cement. All plastic cements contain
solvents that dissolve plastic in order
to form a weld between the cemented
parts. Too much cement can soften and
distort the plastic, spoiling your mod-
el's appearance. When applying the
cement to small or confined areas, use
cement on the end of a toothpick in-
stead of the tube nozzle to better regu-
late the amount of cement being applied.

For better paint and decal adhesion,
it is advisable to wash the plastic parts
treesinamild detergent solution. Rinse
and let dry. After washing, handle the
parts carefully to avoid skin-oil which
may affect the adhesion.



PAINTING

Some of the parts must be painted before
they are cemented, so study the assembly
steps and plan your work accordingly. It is
best to paint most of the parts before ce-
menting them. The outside surface details
such as on wings and fuselage may be
painted after assembly. Use only ENAM-
EL or PAINT FOR PLASTICS.

A small pointed brush is best for painting
small parts and details. Allow time for paint
to dry thoroughly before handling the
parts. Scrape paint away from areas which
will be cemented because cement will not
hold to paint.

FIGURE

Paint a figure as though dressing it. Paint
the basic uniform, then the various equip-
ment. The very small, delicate details are
usually saved for last

Improve the appearance of the figure by
painting in additional highlights and shad-
ows following the clothing folds. After the
basic uniform color, add a darker basic
color for shading in folds, under arms and
areas where light would not be seen. Now
use a lighter tint of the basic color and
paint the lightspots, such as the top of
clothing folds which get direct light.

PILOT

White helmet with black trim, olive drab
suit, dark gray mask and hose, black boots,
light gray chute straps, silver buckles on
straps, flesh color hands and face

CANOPY DETAIL

Canopy detail can be easily and neatly
done by using one of the dull finish acetate
mending tapes. Mask the entire canopy
with the transparent tape. Use a sharp knife
and very carefully cut the tape from any
area that is to be painted. Paint the ex-
posed parts and allow to dry thoroughly
Remove the remaining tape from the cano-
py by lifting it with the tip of your knife
This method will result in an extremely
realistic canopy.



DARK GRAY WITH
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CEMENT:
[ control stick 22
into cockpit 21.
Oinstrument panel
23 into place.

O cockpit onto
wheel well 20
as shown.

LIGHT GRAY
STRAPS

21
DARK GRAY
COCKPIT

REDDISH

OPTIONAL PILOT
NOT SHOWN

Pilot 40 may be
cemented into the
cockpit with arm 39
cemented to
shoulder and E
placed on control
stick.

NOTCH

31 AND 55

44
oARK

REMOVE
ANTENNA

GRAY
INTERIOR

ASSEMBLED
COCKPIT

SEE REAR PAGE
FOR EDGE TRIM

Ocement
assembled
cockpit into place
in RIGHT fuselage
half 44

[JCement LEFT
fuselage half 1 to
RIGHT fuselage
half.

[J Cement intakes
27 and 53 into
place.

[J Completely
remove antenna
on top of
fuselage.

[J cement fairing
halves 31 and 55
together, then
to fuselage.

OPTIONAL PILOT
NOT SHOWN

RED BEPRARRON

HOLES FOR
MISSILE

HOLES
FOR FUEL
TANK

HOLES FOR
BOMBS
UNDERSIOE ONLY

OPTIONAL: IF YOU DECIDE TO ADD EITHER THE
BOMBS, MISSILES OR FUEL TANKS
(SEE STEP 5)—CLEAN OUT ONLY THE
HOLES IN BOTTOM WING 2 WHICH
WILL RECEIVE THE UNITS OF YOUR
CHOICE.

_—— 45
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HOLES FOR
MISSILE

[l cement wing
tops 3and 45 to
wing bottom 2.

[J Cement notches
in bottom of slats
5and 47 toarms
on wing bottom.

Q

RED DEPRESSION
R SL

\




CEMENT:

strut 8 into wing
[Jarm 51 into hole in strut
14 and into wing.
wheel 14 onto strut.
Ll door 61 onto edge of
opening as shown.
59 [J D" pin on clear light into

“D" holeindoor16. ONLY
/ THIS DOOR HAS LIGHT
Ul door into place
46 flap 46 into wing. See small
/ aipe illustration for angle
SURFACE: LI REPEAT ABOVE
PROCEDURE for other
side of wing using parts
50,9,14,19,52and 4
ZlCement part 59 into wing

“D" SHAPED
HOLE

ALL DOOR
EDGES RED

 ANGLE
. OFFLAP

SMALL
ILLUSTRATION

TANK HALVES

38 AND 58_‘\

BOMB HALVES
36 AND 57

ASSEMBLED WING

[J Cement assembled wing into
fuselage.

(] For your choice of armament,
(HOLES CLEANED OUT IN
STEP 3), assemble as
indicated in large
and small illustrations

[J Cement two antennas 34

into place where indicated

MISSILE HALVES
35 AND 56

2

REAR VIEW
LANDING GEAR,
DOORS
AND FLAPS

NOT SHOWN
FOR CLARITY
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LARGE
PIN
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CEMENT:

U strut 10 into wheel well as
shown <

[ small pin on arm 12 into strut
and large pin into hole on
SIDE of wheel well

O wheel 15 and yoke 13 to strut

[J small door 18 to edge of
opening and to arm

[Jiarge door 17 to edge of
opening.

[0 guns 7 and 49 into wing as
shown

meTaLLIC
49 GRAY

SILVER
END

SOME DECALS MUST BE APPLIED DURING

AGE FOR DECAL
POSITIONS. FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS
ON THE BACK OF THE DECAL SHEET.

ASSEMBLY. SEE REAR P

ACTUAL SIZE

ANGLE OF
AIR BRAKE

'SMALL ILLUSTRATION

2
/uw

‘ /WSmE

O Cement cone 25 into fuselage

O If you choose to paint the hook
30, follow the spacing
indicated — THEN when paint
has DRIED, cement hook into
place.

[0 BEFORE proceeding with this
assembly — PLACE (do not
cement) air brakes 28 and 54
into openings in fuselage.
Apply tape to hold doors.

[ carefully follow the application
instruction on the back of the
decal sheet. Apply decal to
doors and fuselage as indicated
on rear page photos.

[J After decal has dried slightly—
use a sharp modeling knife to
cut the decal along edges of
air brake.

O cement both air brakes and
cylinders 29 into place as
shown. ALSO SEE SMALL
ILLUSTRATION

O Cement stabilizers 6 and 48
into place.

ANGLE OF
OPEN CANOPY

BEFORE cementing the clear
pieces into position, paint the
raised areas. Refer to
CANOPY DETAIL directions.

FORCLOSED CANOPY:
[0 Cement canopy and
windshield onto fuselage.

FOR OPEN CANOPY:

O Place (do not cement)
canopy onto fuselage

O Cement windshield onto
fuselage ONLY. Windshield
should touch canopy.

O Now, cement canopy into
open position — SEE
SMALL ILLUSTRATION

O Cement probe 24 into
fuselage.
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ANTI-GLARE PANEL

WARINE ONLY
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TOP VIEW

RIGHT SIDE

DECALS
When applying decals, refer to these drawings. The letters shown
on the drawings are in reference to those on the decal sneet oARK

g be
tours before they are completely dry.

AL DECALS FOR THE NAVY VERSION
aRe LOCAYED IDENTICAL 10 THE MARINE VERSION —
XCEPT WHERE NOTED AS NAVY ONL
——
BOTTOM VIEW

DRAWINGS
OF AIRPLANE ARE
TWO-THIRDS SIZE
OF PLASTIC AIRPLANE

RED LIGHT

NAVY ONLY
A

TOP VIEW

B 3 NAVY ONLY

LEFT SIDE
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