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During World War2, th6 Russian Armed Forc€s consist6d of live main el€-
m6nls: the Ground Forc€s, Navy, Air Forc6, National Air Dsfsns6 and
Armed Forcos Suppon, Th6 Ground Forces ropresanted aboul S0 perc€nl
oi lhe lotal manpowor, being lh€ largost in slrength. ll had approximatoly
5,300,0«) mililary etfoctives at the outbreak ol the Bussecorman War in
Jun6 1941. Howover, dovastaling damage brought by lho Goman
I\rechanizod Forces r€sultgd in more than 70 percent loss6s ol its eniire
troop strength wilhin live months. This led to a räpid reorganization otlhe
Ground Forces, and with a helpolthe harsh winter climale ol Russia, thsy
managod to repgl German's advance jusl in front ol Moscow. Due to the
heavy lossos, r€organized units becams much smaller than befor€, Rifle
Forces (infantry) reduced lhek divi§ional slren$h trom 14,,1831o 10,859.
Tank Oivisions, whach had poss€ssod som€ 20,000 armored vohicles,losl
aboui 700,6 ofthem at lhs initialslage of tho war. Most surviving Tank Divi_

sions w6re disbanded, and the available tanks and crews were rs_as_

signed lo much smaller units like independenl tank battalions or lank
brigades. lt was in 1945, jusl prior lo the end ol lho conflict, thal lhe Russi-
an Arm6d Forc6s r€cuporaled the pr6-wär l6vel o, their slrsngth.
The main slr€ngth of the Russian countgrcffensiv€ waslh6htank troops.
Following concenlrated fire by lh€h anilbry unils, the lank troops ad-
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vancsd in lhße groups, and many infanlryman rode on the lanks ol the
2nd and 3rd groups. This infanlry pßclico was uniquo to Russian lactics
and was callod "Tankoviy Desanl' by the Russian§. Sinco tho Russian
Ground Forcss did not possess armorod troop carriers like th€ German
halltracks, an infantry batlalion call€d the "Molor Ball6llnil" was atiach€d
to€verytank brigade and assignod to clos€ suppon fie lanks. A Molor Ri'
lle L,nit consisled ol aboul500 infantrymon. PPSh41 or PPS.43 machino
guns w6re equipp€d as slandard, plus lha Oegtyarev Pekhotniy light
machine guns as suppon arms, Soldiers ceried as many magazinss äs
possible, and advancod while dding on lanks, Once sncountsring an
enemy's detensive position, infantrymen would disembark hom lh€ tank,
atläck the posilion, and then aeturn to lho tank. Thes€ inlantrymon w€re
sp€arhoads otth6 ätlack, and du€ lo €namy's defensiv€ lire,liable to sus_

lain heavy casualties,
The slandard unilorm ofthe Russian infanlrymen during WW2 was a sim'
ple blous€ callod 'Gymnasliorka". Ea y in th€ confict, grealcoats ancl
rain cap€s were oJlon usod as wifltortime atlire. ln 1940, a quilted jacket
callsd "T6logreika" was introducsd, but nol enough quantities wer6 sup.
plied in lhe beginning-
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aRead carelully and lully undsßland th6 in-
structions bofore commencing assembly. A
supsrvising adult should also read lhe inslruc-
lions if a child assembles the model.
aFomovo plaling lrom areasto bscsmsnted.
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