Douglas TBD Devastator

On Oct 5, 1937, the first two aircraft entered VT-3
Squadron on CV-3 Saratoga and started its service.

On Dec 7, 1941, after the IJN combined fleet sneak-
attack on the US Navy pacific fleet anchored at Pearl
Harbor, the US entered the war. The TBD-1 got off its
shining silvery coat and marched to the battle field with
grey camouflage painting. It took part in almost all the
US Navy actions against the Japanese fleets and
harbors before the Midway campaign.

The Midway campaign was the turning point of the
Pacific War and it was the last battle that TBD-1 acted as
the main torpedo bomber in front-line units. The war
promoted rapid progress of aviation technology and
weapons, the TBD-1 became too lumpish and antiquated
though it marked a large number of "firsts" when it came
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into service several years ago. In the Midway campaign,
when TBD-1s from VT-8 led by Lieutenant Commander
John C. Waldron sighted the enemy carriers, they
attacked the Japanese fleet, without the fighter escort.
All fifteen TBD Devastators of VT-8 were shot down by
anti-aircraft guns and the much faster Japanese
Mitsubishi ABM2 "Zero" fighter, not being able to inflict
any damage. Ensign George H. Gay, Jr. was to be the
only survivor. Because of the determined attack and
heroic sacrifice of VT-8, the fighter cover of the
Japanese fleet was kept occupied, while three
squadrons of American SBDs began diving-bombing the
IJN aircraft carriers without any disturbance. Three
carriers were put out of action and were eventually
abandoned and scuttled, which led to the final victory of
the battle of Midway.
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m VT-8 aboard U.S.S HORNET ENS George Gay
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g VT-8 aboard U.S.S HORNET squadron commander LCDR John C. Waldron
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